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Spring 2017,
Volume II

Next Two Meetings
March 11-12, 2017
May 20-21, 2017

Two Ohio Museums Unveil
Special Exhibits Featuring the
Collections of Longtime Members.

Plan your visit on page 5.

Japanese Armor and Weapons from the Collection of Gary Grose on Loan to the Cincinnati Art Museum.
Details on pages 2 and 5
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A Message from the President
OGCA will be 80 years young this year. We
have over 18,000 loyal members and a dedicated Board. I want to congratulate the officers and directors voted in at the November
meeting. It is a sincere honor to have been
elected president of this historic organization
and I look forward to getting to know more
members throughout my term.

I have been married 47 years to my wife,
Lynn, and have two kids and six grandchildren. Lynn is also a Life member and serves
at the OGCA registration area. I am retired
from Ford.

many world-class shooters that went on to
the Palma ranks, and I am currently teaching
some good up-and-coming shooters that I’m
particularly proud of.

See you in March,

One of the most important things for the
club besides continuing our focus on safety,
is getting young people
involved. When I go to
I have been asked to inshows out west I see a lot
troduce myself and will
more families and young
start at the beginning.
adults at gun shows comI was born on a farm
pared to our area. I would
where firearms were a
like your ideas on how to
necessary tool, and have
encourage more young
been interested in gun
people to come to OGCA.
collecting since age 16.
Charles and Lynn Rush
This is so important for our
I have been a member
since 1971. In all those years I’ve missed future. Also, as collectors we can’t be afraid
only one meeting and that was for my best to share our interest with people that may not
friend’s wedding. When I first started collect- like what we do. Sometimes it’s just a matter
ing, I started with Case knives and now I ad- of politely explaining our viewpoint that can
mit I collect just about everything especially make them an ally. For example, I am sure
Winchesters, double guns, Remington, Colt, that the museum exhibits of Gary Grose and
Browning, Smith & Wesson and National Tracie Hill (page 5) will put firearm collecting
in a positive light among people who otherMatch guns.
wise never considered our contribution to
I ran for director about 10 years ago at the preserving history. In addition, taking someurging of the late Peter Cox. He was a great one to the range and teaching them to shoot
mentor and I owe a great deal to him. I have is another great way to reduce a fear of firemet so many people through OGCA and will arms that could be clouding someone’s view
be a president for the members. I am a US on the right to bear arms.
Army Vietnam combat veteran, and can relate to our many members who now wear or Our next meeting in March is the BIG one. If
you’ve never rented table space it is a great
have worn the uniform.
time to get started, but mail in your forms earI’m a member of the South Cuyahoga Sports- ly as we often sell out. This newsletter covers
men Association and the North Olmsted both March and May, so be sure to read the
Sportsmen Club, and am active in all types articles on the next page. May is a great time
of shooting sports. I compete in high-power to bring family and friends. Also, in April at the
at the National Matches, earned my Distin- NRA Annual Meeting OGCA we will present a
guished Riflemans Badge, and hold a high very special exhibit on a talented rifle maker
master classification with match rifle and mas- from the collection of longtime life members,
ter classification in service rifle. I’ve coached Ken and Diane Leonard. Stay tuned!

Charles D. Rush, President

On the Front Cover, from the Collection of Gary Grose
Pistol Group: Tan Zutsu (Japanese
matchlock pistols) mid-18th century
through early 19th century.
Sword Katana (Japanese sword)
early 15th century with attribution to
Bizen MasaMitsu by Honami Kojin I
inlayed in gold on tang.
Japanese Armor: matching suit
of russet iron signed by Saotome
Iyetada early 17th century.

Matchlock Rifles top to bottom:
1. O-Zutsu ( big gun or cannon ) silver inlay of dragon, and states "Made
for Governor Matsudaira of Echizen"
Tokugawa Mon (crest ). 75 caliber
2. O-Zutsu silver inlay of insects and
Mon (crest) of Takeda. former collection of Cecil B. Demille, Hollywood
director and gun collector. 75 caliber
3. O-Zutsu signed as special order
piece "gun 1 of 2 for defense of
Osaka castle”. 75 caliber

4. Samurai Tutu (personal gun of
Samurai) silver inlay of Phoenix bird.
50 caliber
5. Samurai Tutu (personal gun of
Samurai) 50 caliber
6. Hinawaju - standard sized gun
with silver inlay. 40 caliber

Photos Courtesy of The
Cincinnati Art Museum
(See page 5)
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Annual Display Show and 80th Anniversary Celebrations
Members are encouraged to bring out
their curio and relics throughout 2017 to
add to the fun as we celebrate our 80th
Anniversary. In addition, with an exciting May 20-21 Display Show theme like
“Oddballs and Oddities”, interest has
been high and we encourage everyone to
reserve early as space is extremely limited. As always the theme is optional. Up
for grabs are four numbered Minuteman
Freedom Bronzes, thousands of dollars
in cash prizes and other distinguished
awards. Everyone who enters receives a
keepsake. If you are thinking about participating do not wait. Call or email today.
The Annual Display Show is held in conjunction with the Saturday evening Member's Recognition Banquet (order form
below) and makes for a most enjoyable
weekend. Join fellow members for what
is arguably the most interesting show of
the year and take the time to vote for the
prestigious Members Choice Award for
best display.

We are honored to have three accomplished experts to serve as Display Show
judges. We welcome back Jim Curlovic
who has been on the Winchester Arms
Collectors Association Board of Directors since 2011 and has been serving as
First VP for the past year. Prior to that
he served on two other collector organization boards. He has also been a displayer of firearms since the late 1970’s
and has won numerous awards throughout the country. Jim has judged for the
NRA and the Winchester Arms Collectors
and is presently serving as judge organizer/advisor for the Winchester Arms
Collectors Cody and Midwestern shows.
He’s a 30-year OGCA member, a Patron
member of the NRA, and is a member
of, and supports, many other gun clubs.
We are pleased to announce that Ralph
Petrilli will also serve as a judge at our
May 20-21, 2017 Display Show. Ralph is
a full-time gun dealer and collector who
travels to 30 shows per year. He has
been around guns all his life including 35
years in antique guns, Civil War artifacts

and Western Americana. He is a member
of The Gettysburg Battlefield Preservation Association, Michigan Antique Arms
Collectors Association, Forks of the Delaware and The Pennsylvania Gun Collectors Association. In addition, our very own
Fred Kolb has agreed to round out our
panel of judges. Fred is a 43-year member of OGCA currently serving as First VP.
Fred’s collecting interests include military
weapons and artifacts from the Civil War
through WWII, and his particular areas of
interest are Winchester 9422 Lever Actions and Colt 22 Single Actions. Fred is a
retired hospital CEO with a wide range of
experience in the leadership of nonprofits.
He is a Benefactor member of the NRA,
and has taken on numerous leadership
roles in coordinating our award-winning
displays at the NRA Annual Meeting &
Exhibits.
Let’s celebrate rare and interesting firearms at the Display Show and all year. If
you bring something special to our next
meeting in March, let us know so we can
put it in the newsletter!

OGCA Annual Member’s Recognition banquet
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Join us for our 2017 Annual Member Recognition
Banquet May 20, 2017 in the lobby
of the Holiday Inn at the Roberts Centre
Complex for an evening among members,
friends and family. You will love the convenience of the show and banquet all in
one spot, but because space is limited
Retain top portion for your records

we will sell out quickly. Cocktail hour
with cash bar will begin at 5:15 PM. A
casual buffet style dinner will start at
6:00 PM. and includes salad, beef brisket, pulled pork, sides and dessert. Afterwords, enjoy the Annual Display Show
Awards presentation. Like last year, this
casual event will be general seating only.

Take this opportunity to sit with and
make new friends. Dinner tickets will be
in the form of a wristband. Adult dinner,
$19.00 each, Children 6-12, $10.00 each
and Children age 5 and under are free.
Please return the reservation form below and payment as soon as possible,
but no later than May 1st, 2017.

Tickets ordered _________ Date mailed __________ Check # _____________

Complete and return with payment no later than May 1st, 2017! (Tickets must be reserved in advance.)

Adult Dinner(s) _______ X $19.00

= ________

Children age 6-12 _______ X $10.00

= ________

Children age 5 and under _______

= no charge

Check/MO/Credit Card Grand Total:

$ ________

Check #_______________

ALL TICKETS WILL BE MAILED IN CARE OF:

Name: ____________________________________
Member #: __________________
Address: _________________________________
_________________________________
City: _____________________________________

Visa, MasterCard or Discover

State: ____________

Zip:_____________

#:___________________________________________________

Daytime Phone: ___________________________

EXP. (Mo/Yr)_____/_____ Last 3 Digits (Back of card) _______

Email: ____________________________________

Card Holders Name: __________________________________

(office use)

SIGNATURE _________________________________________
Authorization #_________________ & Date __________________
Wristband Tickets: ADULT_________

CHILDREN___________

Return to:
OGCA P. O. Box 670406, Sagamore Hills, OH 44067
Phone: (330) 467-5733 Fax: (330) 467-5793
Email: ogca@ogca.com

Date Received in Office ________________
Akn. Mailed ________________
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50 Year Member, John Leroy, Jr., Receives Gold Badge
50 year member John
Leroy, Jr., received
his gold badge at
the November meeting. John was born in
Louisiana, the son of
school teachers. As
John said, that was
back in the day when being a teacher's kid
meant you had better set a good example,
and to this day he does not smoke or drink.
Rather, he keeps busy with much more important things like collecting Colt single actions and 1911 .45s! He loves the shows,
and can often be found with fellow longtime

member Dr. David Boyer.
John moved to Columbus Ohio in 1958 to
attend the Columbus Art School. He ended
up going into real estate retiring 10 years
ago after 40 years of service.
In Columbus, John met the late, great
Charles Barnes of Barnes Guns who asked
him if he wanted to join the club. He joined
up in 1966 and Charles and John became
great friends. They would go to gun shows
as far away as Texas, and Charlie would
always introduce him as his brother. He
was joking, but in reality they were like

brothers, and Charlie’s kids even called
him uncle. Despite some medical challenges John says he’s doing fine because
he has a good wife, a good doctor and a
good God! In fact, he just found out his
doctor, Dr. Elwood, has an appreciation for
fine firearms. John’s wife, Pat, is from the
Columbus area and they met at a jewelry
store.
We believe that John is the first African
American member to reach the 50 year
milestone. When you see him at the March
meeting sporting his gold badge, be sure to
congratulate him.

Winter NL Correction

PAC Update
PAC is already preparing for the 2017
OGCA PAC Raffle. They are seeking donations of antique, collectible or NIB guns
or edged weapons for future PAC raffles.
If you have something you would like to
donate. Please see Frank Becker, PAC
Chairman, at the end cap of row P, tables
2 & 3.
The 2017 PAC Raffle tickets will be enclosed with your summer Vol. III newsletter. The drawing will be held Sunday September 10, 2017 at the Roberts Centre.
We will have updates on the prizes for this
raffle in future newsletters so stay tuned.

We have some new items at the PAC
table, one of which is a waterproof soft
shell black jacket, embroidered with the
OGCA long rifle logo at the donation level
of $50.00. There will be a special closeout
on some ladies button down dress shirts
embroidered with the long rifle logo starting the next meeting. They will be marked
70% off normal donation level until gone!
There are a few color choices for your
favorite gal. Be sure to check them out!
PAC can’t thank you enough for all your
donations that support those that stand for
our Second Amendment Rights!

Correction - Page 7 of the Winter 2017
newsletter indicates Judith Funderburg was
shooting bench rifle at Canal Fulton. Indeed
she is shooting bench rifle, but sources
have informed us it was at Camp Perry.

MAY Bus Tickets On Sale Now
Don’t miss the bus to the May 20 Annual
Display Show. Round trip (Saturday) charter bus service from Cleveland to Wilmington is just $20 round trip. We had a full bus
last May so be sure get your reservations
in early as it is first come first served with
limited space.
To reserve your seat(s) return the form
below, to OGCA, P.O. Box 670406, Sagamore Hills, OH 44067. Or, call us at (330)
467-5733 to reserve via credit card.

Detailed instructions will be mailed to you
two weeks prior to the trip. Buses board
at 5:45 AM at Barons Bus Garage 12800
Brookpark Rd., Cleveland, and will return
you to your car at approximately 7:30 PM.
Parking is free and the bus is newer and
comfortable with rest rooms, free wi-fi, and
undercarriage storage. Bring a guest and
relax on The OGCA Express!
The purpose of this charter is to provide

transportation
for
Northern
members to
meetings at
The Roberts
Centre. The
bus
must
The OGCA Express
leave prior to
the banquet so please do not reserve tickets for the banquet if taking the bus.

.

OGCA EXPRESS RESERVATION FORM - MAY 20, 2017
MEMBER NAME ______________________________________ MEMBER #______________
PHONE NUMBER (____)_______________

EMAIL ______________________________

MAILING ADDRESS (only if it has changed) _______________________________________

MAY 20, 2017 OGCA EXPRESS

Office Use
Date Rec. _________
Ck#/ Auth. _________

# ________ Seats x $20.00 for the 5/20/2017 Trip - Total $___________

Visa/MasterCard/Discover #_______________________________________
EXP. Date _____/______/______ 3 Digit Code _______
Authorized Signature (for credit card) _________________________________

Mail to:
OGCA EXPRESS, P.O. Box 670406,
Sagamore Hills, OH 44067

Museum Road Trip!

The Cincinnati Art Museum
“Dressed to Kill”
February 11 - May 7, 2017
The Works: Ohio Center for History,
Art and Technology
“Back the Attack”
January 27 - April 1, 2017

The Cincinnati Art Museum will feature the
collection of member Gary Grose February 11 - May 7, 2017. “Dressed to Kill;
Japanese Arms & Armor” will include
all of his beautiful artifacts that grace the
cover of this newsletter (descriptions on
page 2) plus 8 complete suits of armor, 25
swords and pole arms and a number of
secret or “hidden weapons.”
The Cincinnati Art Museum houses one of
the oldest and most extensive Japanese
art collections among all U.S. museums,
and more than 130 warrior - related objects from the 16th to 19th centuries will
be on display between the museum’s
holdings and this first ever loan from the
collection of Gary Grose.
According to Gary, 4 of the guns, 2 of the
swords and a suit of armor in the exhibit
were obtained at OGCA meetings from the
1980’s through last year. Gary, who has
lived in Japan and Seattle, will be giving
talks at the museum that will include how
he obtained the pieces in the exhibit. “I will
be discussing the OGCA as a source, and
how many of the members contribute to
the preservation of historic items in many
different areas,” he said.
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Collections of Fellow Members on Display at
Cincinnati Art Museum and The Works Museum
The Cincinnati Art Museum is
open Tuesday thru Sunday, 11
a.m. till 5 p.m. with extended
Thursday hours until 8 p.m. Cost
for the special exhibition is $10
for adults, $5 for seniors, and $5
for children age 6-17. General
admission to the museum is free.
Address: 953 Eden Park Drive,
Cincinnati, OH 45202. Phone:
(513) 721-2787. For more information
including information on Gary’s lectures:

www.cincinnatiartmuseum.org

Meanwhile, we are equally proud to announce that The Works: Ohio Center for
History, Art and Technology in Newark,
Ohio, has unveiled “Back the Attack; Arsenal of Democracy” featuring artifacts
on loan from member Tracie Hill who is
also their Chief Firearms Curator. Member Phil Schreier of the NRA’s National
Firearms Museum kicked off the display
with a preview, dinner and lecture. The
exhibit is open to the public January
27th thru April 1, 2017. It also includes
items on loan from Ohio History Connection and other private collections.

ing might toward the war effort. Members
will be proud to know that support for the
special exhibit was provided in part by
The Ohio Gun Collectors Association.
The Works: Ohio Center for History, Art
& Technology is open Tuesday thru Saturday 9 am - 5 pm. Admission to the
“Back the Attack” exhibit is free and the
cost for general admission into the museum is: $10 for adults, $8 for seniors
(55+ years), and $6 for children age 2-17.
Newark is located 33 miles east of Columbus. Address: 55 S. 1st St., Newark,
OH 43055. Phone: 740-349-9277. For
more information including information
on a February 11th lecture by Tracie Hill:

www.attheworks.org

“Back the Attack,” will explore Licking
County’s contributions to World War II
both on the battlefield and from its factories. The personal stories of local veterans
will be told through artifacts and recollections. Learn how companies such as Owens Corning, the Newark Stove Company,
and Holophane turned their manufactur-

On display at The Works Museum through April 1st, from the collection of Tracie Hill
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Tenite Stocks and Forends, By Joel Van Zante

Most gun show walkers at one time or another have come across an old Stevens
model with a plastic stock and forend.
The wood grain looking material has
fooled many with its glossy look. Some
buy these pieces of history and add them
to their collection, and many remember
them as their first gun or one once owned
by their father or grandfather.

sight are a rarity. Most of the white butt
plate’s have deteriorated over the years.
Many that I have found are worn down or
just gone. These stocks were made in the
late 1930s and 1940s and sold into the
1950s.
Tenite starts out as a softwood tree which
is converted to wood pulp, and a cellulosics plastic compound is added. The stock
and grips are injection molded which creates the swirling wood grain look. A variety of colors were made from white to
black.

I was inspired by my stepfather’s Stevens
S/S 16 ga. which I used for my first pheasant harvest at age 12. After that, collecting
was in my thoughts as I searched shows.
Not having a lot of money to work with,
these unique firearms caught my eye. Being priced lower than the wood stocked
variations, the collection began. Twentyyears ago, no one really wanted them so
the prices were right.
The May 2016 OGCA Display Show is
where my display “TENITE STOCKS
and FORENDS” appeared in Ohio. Many
people said, “I didn’t know there were so
many.” Neither did I, having nothing but
old ads and catalogs for information. My
search continues finding different variations of models all the time.
Most Steven models were produced with
Tenite, including models, 15, 87, 22/410,
240, 124, 820, 94, and the 5100 which is
the only one in which the receiver was
modified to accommodate the Tenite
stock. I believe this was done for support.
The only long gun produced that was not
Stevens is a Noble model 33 pump 22.
Many handguns carried the Tenite grips
as well, including H&R, Iver Johnson’s,
JC Higgins, and Sheridan.

Joel Van Zante explaining his unique, educational exhibit at the May 2016 Display Show

The earliest advertisement I have found
is from 1938 for Stevens’ 530 M 16 ga
S/S. This, I believe, is the first stocked
synthetic shotgun, and it has yet to be
added to my pile because I haven’t found
one yet. I’ve only heard stories of its’ existence. The most common is the 22/410
which is the easiest gun to find stocked
with this unusual material.
Many versions of these models exist,
each with their own built to order variations. JC Higgins S/S’s have a beaver tail
forend. Shapleigh’s with the white butt
plate, grip cap, and front white square

Many other products were made from
Tenite; telephones, radios, car parts, and
fishing lures to name a few. Eastman
plastics ran ads promoting the use of its
products during the war. Tenite was used
as a replacement for valuable metals
to aid in the war effort. Bugles and uniform medallions were produced. Bayonet
scabbards were coated to add strength.
Some bullets had Tenite injected in the tip
to help with flight. An unusual find was a
soldier’s snake bite kit. The suction tool
was Tenite, as were Jeep steering wheels
of course.
In the ads, words like “unbreakable” and
“indestructible” were used to sell this new
and versatile material. However, Tenite
does have a few flaws. Cold and heat
are not friendly to these guns. It is brittle in low temps, and with long exposure
to excessive heat it will revert back to a
saw dust. The most common issue is the
white mold which can grow on this organic product, but it is easily cleaned up with
window cleaner and a tooth brush. Heavy
growth requires soaking to soften, and

Tenite Stocks and Fore-Ends display at the 2016 OGCA Annual Display Show

I use a wood shim for scraping without
scratching the surface. In addition some
ask, “What is that smell?” Old catfish bait
comes up occasionally, but most agree
dirty diapers wins the vote.
Most guns in my display are quite worn
from years of use in the field. These
models were the working man’s gun. But
with some time, most scratches can be
polished out. The stocks are colored all
the way through so even deep scratches
can be sanded out, buffed and polished
to look new again. A high speed bench
polisher creates too much heat and can
melt the surface. I use an 18 volt cordless drill, cloth polishing wheel and Novus
#2 polish. Be careful not to buff out the
checkering on the grips and forends.
Colors vary from time periods and batch
mixes. It is not uncommon to find a gun
where the stock or forend has been
switched and don’t match.
When storing your Tenite guns remember
gravity is constant so setting the gun with
the barrel up over a long time can cause
the stock to bow. Barrel down would be
better, but mine are stored trigger guard
up with support at stock and barrel. Attic
storage is not a good idea due to excessive heat.
The large plug in the butt plate is for re-

moving the stocks. I heard stories of
stocks being filled with sand for weight,
but most have wood filler inside. So, if
you pick one up and hear a loose part,
that is most likely the wood filler, a common issue with the 87 rifle.
Cracks can be repaired with a hobby
model glue. Missing pieces can be filled
with JB Weld but the color will never
match. Stocks and forends are out there
but are becoming harder to find unbroken.
So, check your “miscellaneous” boxes at
shows and auctions as you will never
know what you may find.
Displaying my collection is most rewarding for me when a gentleman looking
over my display points and
says, “That’s the first gun I
ever owned.” It brings back
those memories for him,
and puts a smile on my
face. Then of course, he
will tell the stories that go
with it, and that is invaluable.
Twenty some years of
searching for Tenite stocked
guns have inspired me to
put what I have found in a
book, and I’m working
on that. Feel free to
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contact me for information, or perhaps to
describe an unusual Tenite stocked gun
for my book at jvanzante@southslope.
net.
Members like Joel are an inspiration to the
next generation by proving that an exceptional collection can be acquired over time
without breaking the bank. In addition,
Joel’s incredible exhibit at the May 2016
Annual Display Show received the Robert Rubendunst Best Educational Display
award. Many thanks to this new member
from Iowa for an outstanding display and
informative article. See you soon, and
keep us posted on the book, Joel.

Joel Van Zante with his Minuteman Freedom Bronze,
Robert Rubendunst Best Educational Award

Safety Reminders
For everyone’s safety, observe all federal firearms laws, and
safety rules of OGCA. Every firearm accident is avoidable
and below are some of the most important rules to know before you go. We want everyone to enjoy their visit.
1. Unload, deactivate, remove clips and magazines before
you leave home.
2. No loaded clips. NO LOADED or PRIMED guns or air
guns on the premises. This includes CCWs.
3. Bows and arrows are prohibited.
4. All firearms brought to the meeting hall must be presented at the Gun Tie Desk located at the entrance.
5. All firearms/airguns must be tied. (Gun ties are available
at the Gun Tie desk. $.05 each or 20 for $1.00. No one
will be denied if you do not have the change.)
6. Never sign a Guest Pass or Membership Application for
someone you don’t know!
7. Be aware of your surroundings and read signs. Report
safety concerns to OGCA Head of Security, Mark George,
or Second VP, Sherm Kirkland, III. (N 4-5)
8. If a firearm is taken out of the hall and returns to the hall it
must be reinspected and re-tied at the Gun Tie Desk.
9. If a Gun Tie is cut and removed for inspection by a potential buyer, the weapon must be re-tied by the seller
before it is placed back on the table or before it leaves

with the new owner.
10. Anyone caught dealing in the parking lot will be suspended.
11. During set-up hours, only the Tableholder and one Helper are permitted. Helper must be a member and Friday
night trading privileges apply only to the Tableholder and
do not extend to the Helper who is permitted into the
hall to help with loading, unloading and/or watching your
table.
12. Applications for an Ohio Transient Vendor’s License is
available at the Tables Desk in the lobby and by request
to the Business Office.
13. You may sign a Membership Application for a friend only
after you have been a member in good standing for one
full year.
14. Cameras and recording devices are prohibited without
the permission of the president.
15. Alcohol is strictly prohibited by law! Violators will be escorted from the meeting hall and face prosecution.
16. Vehicles in fire lanes will be towed at the owner’s expense. This includes the Friday 3 PM - 9 PM set up time!
Tableholders must unload and promptly remove your
vehicle. Leave your car parked in a fire lane or illegally
blocking someone and EXPECT to be towed.
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Magnificent Mausers, an Overview of Unusual Pistols and Carbines
by

Mauser’s reputation as one of the foremost manufacturers of firearms is welldeserved, having been earned through
considerable effort. Finished products
never “fell off the shelf.” They had to be
designed, developed and tested - a process that was often fraught with pitfalls,
dead-ends, and abject failures. Perhaps
surprisingly, a fair number of these early
and experimental arms are still in existence. Through their study, we can better appreciate the work of Paul Mauser,
Josef Nickl and Alex Seidel, just a few
of Mauser’s extraordinary designers who
conceived some of the finest guns in the
world.
One of the most iconic of Paul Mauser’s
pistols is the C96 Broomhandle. While
even the earliest examples are easily recognizable, many of their details are quite
different from standard production guns.
For example, the first 200 pistols were
made with a “step-barrel” reflecting the
distinct step between the large diameter
chamber and the smaller untapered barrel. Most were marked “SYSTEM MAUSER” on top of the chamber, had solid rails,
a single lug locking block, and checkered
grips. Several of these features had already changed by serial number 200.
From the beginning, the C96
was offered in 6-shot, 10-shot,
and 20-shot versions. From a
collector’s standpoint, the rarest and most
charismatic guns were the 20-shots made
with an integral magazine. Mauser made
about 75 milled panel guns that appeared
as three variations depending on the details specific to a particular serial range. A
gun on display at the November meeting
was one of just a handful in the 74x serial
range with a non-reinforced barrel extension and a stock whose matching lug was
numbered on the forward face. All were
matched to an unusually large shoulder
stock whose body was made from a single
piece of European Walnut.

Leonardo M. Antaris, MD

At the same time, Mauser also made a
limited number of C96 carbines, sequentially numbered in a separate serial range
from 1-1100 (approximately), whose main
features underwent the same evolutionary improvements as the pistols. As one
might expect, the first 30 carbines were
Conehammers. Most of these had a 11
7/8” heavy ribbed barrel, a pinned 50500 rear sight and flat rails.

automatically cam the safety into the “off”
position. If applied while the hammer was
cocked, the hammer could not be dropped.
Although an improvement over the 1902
Hammer Safety, there was so little added
advantage over the existing design that it
too remained in the experimental category.

Although the C96 was constantly being refined, an area that Paul Mauser seemed
to perennially address was the safety, Mauser 1906-08,
whose form changed several times dur- #55, cal. 9x21mm,
with 15 shot
ing the C96’s production. Aside from the
magazine
usual and well-established configurations,
Mauser delved into two, short-lived explorations. In 1902, Mauser patented a As an aggressive manufacturer,
“jointed hammer safety” for more conve- Mauser was continually designing new
nient, one-handed cocking. Rotating the firearms. One of the most interesting pissafety forward blocked the hammer from tols was the M1906-08 in caliber 9x21mm.
hitting the firing pin. To fire, the safety had Approximately 100 of these guns were
to be pulled back and locked to the rear. assembled, sequentially numbered in an
Complex and awkward, only a few guns independent serial range from 1-100, the
were fitted with this mechanism, examples highest recorded SN being 77. This was
having been recorded from 28xxx-50xxx. the first Mauser pistol to have a detachable
Pistols have been noted in both 7.63mm magazine in front of the grip and the first to
Mauser and 9mm Export, with examples in have the flap-locked mechanism as used
the larger caliber more prevalent near the in the M1912-14 and M1915 Flieger carhigh end of this range.
bine and rifle. The guns were offered with
magazines of different lengths, the largest
having a capacity of 20 cartridges.

C96 1902
Hammer Safety, #50002,
cal. 9mm Export

In 1905, Mauser designed another safety.
In this case, a small projection extended
from the left side of the hammer
to act upon a reciprocal lug on the
safety lever. If the safety was applied with the hammer down, cocking
the hammer would

Although Mauser did not participate in the U.S. Military pistol trial
of 1907, the firm was keenly aware of
the  .45 caliber cartridge and experimented with a series of delayed blow
back pistols. Several lines of development were pursued independently, each numbered in a separate
serial range. The first .45 caliber
guns were closely modeled after
the M1909 in having a forward
frame buffer, a vertically dropping action-

Mauser 20-Shot, #748,
cal. 7.63mm. Shown
over matching stock.
#50033, with
an internal floorplate
release, in 9mm Export

retarding block, and a sidelatch to access
the firing mechanism. To streamline production, Mauser dispensed with the frame
buffer and eliminated the sidelatch. Inadequate to manage the recoil, this design
was quickly eliminated. Mauser’s third
attempt to make a reliable pistol for the
.45ACP placed a pair of horizontally rotating, retarding flaps in the forward frame.
That was the same concept as previously
implemented in the M1906-08 and set the
stage for the M1912-14s.
To the casual observer, the M1912-14 in
9mmP might appear as a M1914 “on steroids.” Yet, nothing could be further from
the truth. A scarce pistol, Mauser made
fewer than 200 M1912-14s in a variety of
configurations. The earliest guns had a
conventional appearing slide with a hand
engraved 3-line address. The serrated
area was soon elevated for better grasping after which the markings transitioned
to a 2-line address. Most M1912-14s were
marked with a single line, die rolled legend. Minor changes were directed to the
forward frame and a few guns were assembled with a shoulder stock. A handful
of stocked guns were made with a tangent
rear sight. Known as the “Armee Pistole,”
a few were reportedly sent to the Brazilian Navy in 1913; others were used for
commercial promotion. Mauser completed fewer than 200 M1912-14s that were
numbered in a separate, sequential serial
range. For the most part, pistols slotted
for a stock had a serial number higher than
100 with “Armee Pistoles,” intermixed with
standard guns, recorded in the range 141174.
Following the death of Paul Mauser in
1914, Mauser’s development program
was taken over by Josef Nickl. One of the
first full size pistols to have his well-known
rotating barrel system was a M1915, #2,
dated 17.2 (February).1915. Soon afterwards, Nickl came out with a limited series of rotating barrel guns reminiscent of
the familiar CZ 1922, in 7.65mm, 9mmK,
9mmP and .45ACP.

M1912-14,
Armee Pistole, #174, cal. 9mmP.

Fewer than 100 of these guns were assembled, with many subtypes within this
group, none offered commercially.

Mauser M1915, #2,
cal. .45ACP

A few years later, towards the end of WWI,
Mauser assembled a small number of
M1917 Trench Carbines. Its goal was to
interest the German Military in a new arm
for close quarters combat. The gun was
based on the C96 action, chambered for
9mmP, and sequentially numbered from
1-40. Although the surviving examples differ in chamber markings, hammer design,
trigger guard configuration, and barrel
length, all were made to hold a detachable
magazine. Capacities varied, with the
most impressive being a stick magazine
holding 40 cartridges! After the Trench
Carbine was deemed too expensive to
replace the stocked Luger with snail drum
magazine, the project was abandoned.
Given the ravages of time, only a few guns
survived. On display was Trench Carbine
#5, with an “NS” marked hammer, shown
with a 15 and 20-shot magazine.

Hsc Prototype
NSN, cal. 9mmP

Many years later, in the early-1930s,
Mauser decided to create a family of pistols related to the Hsc. Of course, that led
to a few problems as supersizing the Hsc
for 9mmP was impractical; the blow back
pistol could not handle the more powerful
cartridge. So, it was back to the drawing
board. By 1935, under the supervision of
Alex Seidel, Mauser was ready to test the
first prototypes. While the new pistol still
had a barrel-wrapped recoil
spring, further modification all o w e d
f u n c tion a s
a locked
breech.
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Other changes included the use of a
push button magazine release and screwless grip panels that were cleverly secured
by a recessed, sliding wedge. One of the
first pistols to be completed was externally
unmarked except for the Crown/U proofing on the slide and a #2 on the 8-shot
magazine. Later guns of this configuration
had the left side of the slide marked with
the usual Mauser address and were numbered in the experimental “V” prefix serial
range.

In 1937, the German Military called for
a formal test trial to replace the expensive and often temperamental Luger. All
entries had to have fewer components
than the P08, be easier to make, have
an exposed barrel, an external hammer
and a heel mounted magazine release.
Mauser’s entry, designated the Hsv
(“v”=versuch=experimental) was based
on the above prototype with extensive
modification to meet the trial’s guidelines.
The most obvious change related to redesigning/relocating the recoil spring from
around the barrel to the side of the frame,
much in the manner of Webley’s early
automatic pistols. Although the Hsv was
narrower than the Walther P38 and tested
slightly better, its cost precluded serious
consideration. It is estimated that 5-10
were manufactured, of which three are
known to exist. These too were serialed
in the experimental “V” prefix serial range,
with #V1030 the earliest known example.

Hsv Prototype,
#V1030, cal. 9mmP

As one might expect, the displayed pistols
reflected only a limited view of the challenges that Mauser faced while building its
firearms. There is no doubt that over time,
many other examples will surface to better define Mauser’s thought process, all of
which will give us a better understanding
and appreciation of its products. Members
who have any questions or wish to contribute additional insight, are invited to contact
the author directly through: antaris_leonardo@msn.com.

OGCA would like to thank longtime member and
author, Leonardo M. Antaris, MD for writing this
article in collaboration with his feature display of
“Magnificent Mausers” at the November Meeting.
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OGCA Director Nominations Open in March

Remind Friends About Dues

While the Second Amendment may not be in the same danger
that it was in a few months ago, there is still much work to do to
defend our rights, promote firearm collecting and help OGCA live
up to its full potential.

If you received this newsletter, your dues are paid. Thank you for
keeping your membership current. Please remind friends and
those you’ve sponsored to check their current badge. If it
reads “2016” their membership is expired as of December 31,
2016. They may mail a check to the Business Office, pay online
at www.ogca.com by selecting the “Pay Dues Here” link, or call
(330) 467-5733 to pay over the phone with Visa, Mastercard or
Discover. Dues must be current to retain membership, receive the
newsletter and enter the meeting hall. Those not paid by March
31st must pay a minimum of 3 years dues in order to be reinstated.
1-year dues: $40 (Free for Active Duty Military)
3-year dues: $95 (saves $25)
5-year dues: $150 (saves $50)
Life Membership: $700
Senior Life (Age 65 and older): $400

We need strong, committed candidates for the Board of Directors. A candidate for director must be an active OGCA member
for at least 5 years and a resident of Ohio. Nominations open at
the March meeting and close at the end of the May meeting. Interviews will be conducted in July. The Annual Election will be in
November. All interested candidates may see me for the required
paperwork at tables J 4-5 (look for the orange flag) or call me at
(937) 289-1333.
Sincerely,
Fred Kolb, First Vice President

OGCA Members up for Re-election to the NRA Board of Directors.
NRA members eligible to vote may refer to your NRA publications for full biographical information
ALLAN CORS - OGCA Honorary Life Member and member since 1959, past banquet speaker. President of the
NRA, first elected to the NRA Board of Directors in 1973. Earned his bachelor’s and law degrees from the University
of Cincinnati and served as a counsel with the Judiciary Committee in the U.S. House of Representatives. He joined
Corning in 1966 and served for 34 years as Director of Government Affairs and Senior Vice President. A lifelong hunter
and competitive shooter with a passion for collecting World War II military vehicles. Cors has served as president of
the NRA Foundation and as chairman of the Legislative Policy, Finance, and Gun Collectors Committees. Principal
advocate for the establishment of NRA’s Political Action Committee. Founder and Chairman of the National Museum
of Americans in Wartime. Established endowment which sponsors three WWII exhibits in National Firearms Museum.

J. KENNETH BLACKWELL - OGCA Life member and past banquet speaker. NRA Board of Directors and Chairman of NRA Grassroots Development Committee, NRA Endowment member. Served as Mayor of Cincinnati; an
undersecretary at U.S. Department of HUD; U.S. Ambassador to the U.N. Human Rights Commission; Ohio State
Treasurer and Secretary of State. First African American elected to statewide office and nominated for Governor of
Ohio. Board of Directors of the National Taxpayers Union, recipient of the American Conservative Union’s John M.
Ashbrook Award, and Senior Fellow at the Family Research Council. Best-selling author and a contributing editor for
Townhall.com and commentator for Salem Radio Network. Defender of the Second Amendment, pushing passage of
Ohio’s concealed carry law. A hunter and competitive shooter, he is a member of the Middletown Sportsman’s Club.
SEAN MALONEY - OGCA member since 2012. Current NRA Board member, NRA Benefactor member. NRA Jay M.
Littlefield Volunteer of the Year Award. Hunter since childhood, Second Amendment rights speaker and local Friends
of NRA Chairman. Won back lost gun rights in Ohio as Member Board of Directors Buckeye Firearms Association, as their lobbyist, legislative director and media spokesperson. NRA Instructor. Trains teachers to be armed
first responders as Director of FASTER Saves Lives. An attorney who defends the rights of the law-abiding forced
to use their firearm in self-defense, through Second Call Defense, which he co-founded. Self-deployed to Colorado
to help defeat Bloomberg candidates in historic recalls. Grassroots work in Virginia, Iowa, Connecticut, Pennsylvania
and Ohio. Staffs NRA phone banks and other NRA events.
LANCE OLSON - OGCA member since 2016. Current NRA Board Member, NRA Benefactor member, Chairman Gun
Collectors Committee. Vice Chairman, Military and Veteran Affairs Committee. Member, Finance Committee and
Law Enforcement Assistance Committee. Ardent Second Amendment advocate, and active supporter of the NRA
Foundation, helped raise over fifteen million dollars toward the “Freedoms Safest Place” campaign and the National
Firearms Museum. Retired Police Detective, Past President Iowa Chiefs Association, Vice President Iowa Sportsman’s Federation. Iowa Rifle and Pistol Association Law Enforcement Committee, Navy Veteran, Life Member American Legion, VFW. Member Colt, Smith & Wesson & Winchester Collectors Association, Ducks Unlimited, Pheasants
Forever, Safari Club. 30 year police veteran, avid hunter involved in farming, ranching and wildlife conservation.
LINDA WALKER - OGCA member since 2009, Recipient of NRA’s 2009 Sybil Ludington Women’s Freedom Award.
NRA Benefactor Member, current NRA Board Member. Committee Member of Grassroots Development, Women’s
Policies, Legislative Policy, State & Local Affairs Subcommittee. Co-Chair of Women’s New Energy Breakfast. Legislative lobbyist and Vice President of Buckeye Firearms Association. Multi-award recipient from NRA and CCRKBA.
Helped in lobbying Ohio gun rights legislation including pre-emption, Castle Doctrine, restaurant carry, and CCW
fixes. Assisted with the defeat of Bloomberg in Colorado’s recall elections. Multimedia spokesperson, NRANews contributor. NRA-ILA EVC, NRA Certified Instructor multiple disciplines, volunteer instructor, Cubmaster and former Boy
Scout leader, past FONRA Chairman, avid shooter. Endorsed by Buckeye Firearms Association.
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48 year member,
and respected
firearm’s book
author Thomas
B. Rentschler,
age 84, died October 25, 2016
after a brief illness. He received his college education
at Haverford College in Pennsylvania,
graduating with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Engineering. After college he volunteered into the Navy, serving two years
active duty associated with a SeaBee unit
as an instructor and examiner at the U.S.
Naval Training Center, Bainbridge, Maryland. After returning to Ohio, Rentschler
was employed at the Fifth Third Union
Trust (now Fifth Third Bank), Cincinnati.
He began his career in Hamilton at The
Citizens Bank, and was ultimately named
President, Chief Executive Officer and Director. While active as a banker he was
successfully elected to the Ohio House of
Representatives for two terms, representing the district, which was then the southern half of Butler County.

nial Wars, and was chairman and coordinator of the restoration committee for the
Lane-Hooven House, now home of the
Hamilton Community Foundation.

Tom Rentschler was associated with
an incredible number of amazing civic,
community, and charitable activities. He
served as a volunteer, officer or director
on some of the most important nonprofits
and local and national associations and
task forces. Boys and Girls Clubs was
particularly important to him, and he was
a board member, treasurer and life member of the Ohio Historical Society, Sons of
the American Revolution, Society of Colo-

John was a past manager for Michigan
Antique Arms Collectors, Inc., and enjoyed
collecting and preserving antique weapons. He also enjoyed acquiring clocks as
well as binoculars, always on the hunt for
a treasure to add to his collection at a bargain price. OGCA joins MAACA as well as
John’s family in mourning his passing and
giving thanks for his life among us.

He was active in the National Rifle Association, American Society of Bayonet
Collectors, The National Muzzle Loading
Rifle Association, The Association of Ohio
Long Rifle Collectors, the Contemporary
Longrifle Association.
An inveterate antiquarian and historian,
Rentschler researched, authored and had
published scores of articles in specialized
fields in national-circulation magazines
and journals, including the RIFLEMAN.
He authored two books based on original
research, each highly acclaimed by nationally recognized reviewers including,
Cosmopolitan and Gwynn & Campbell
Carbines in the Civil War; A Definitive
Illustrated history of two Rare and Unusual Civil War Cavalry Carbines and
Their Use in the Field. His research
focused mainly on American antiques,
arms, soldiering, and cavalry in the Civil
War.
Our thoughts and prayers to his many
friends and loved ones especially his son,
Life member and member since 1978,
Mark Rentschler.

Meeting Stats
Nov. 2016
Tables: 747
Guest: 467
Applicants: 163

Jan. 2017
Tables: 638
Guest: 442
Applicants: 144

M
H

123 Gano Road, Wilmington, OH 45177
(800) 654-7038. I-71 at Exit 50 (U.S. 68).
North of and visible from interstate.
Directions at www.ogca.com

Meeting Dates Thru ‘18
Mar 11-12, 2017
May 20-21, 2017
July 15-16 2017
Sept. 9-10, 2017
Nov. 18-19, 2017
Jan. 6-7, 2018
Mar 10-11, 2018
May 19-20, 2018
July 14-15 2018
Sept. 8-9, 2018
Nov. 17-18, 2018

Annual Display Show & Banquet held in May.
Annual Director Election held in November

Queen Mary and the Queen Elizabeth. He
emigrated to the United States at the age
of 30, where he became a citizen. John
built a successful career as Director of
Operations for a multi national company,
building automobile plants in all parts of
the world. John married Donna and they
were blessed with two daughters.

2017

Longtime, Life
member, John
T. Pattinson, of
Milford, Michigan
and more recently
Osprey, Florida,
passed away on
October 5, 2016. A
native of England,
he was born September 6, 1941 in
Mansfield Nottinghamshire. John attended
West Notts Technical College in Mansfield,
England. He served a Mechanical Engineering Apprenticeship with the National
Coal Board at Thoresby Colliery. At the
age of 24, John joined the Cunard Steamship Company as an Engineering Officer
on two of their transatlantic liners, the

2018
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The Roberts Centre

Meeting Hours

Saturday 8 am - 5-pm
Sunday 8 am - 2 pm

Hotels

1) Headquarters Hotel: Holiday Inn at
Roberts Centre 123 Gano Road., Wilmington,
OH 45177 (937) 283-3200 or (800) 654-7036 $112 +
tax. Check in 3 PM. 24-hour cancellation. Two-night
minimum. SOLD OUT
2) General Denver Hotel (6 mi) 81 W. Main St.,
Wilmington, OH. Present OGCA badge for $20 discount
off per room per night. Mention OGCA when making
reservations. Historic Inn (937) 383-4141.
3) Hampton Inn & Suites 201 Holiday Dr.,
Wilmington. (937) 382-4400 (7 mi) Ask for the OGCA
10% discount when making reservations.
4) Holiday Inn Express 155 Holiday Dr.,
Wilmington (937) 382-5858 (7 mi) Ask for the OGCA
10% discount when making reservations.
5) Wilmington Inn 909 Fife Ave., Wilmington,
OH (937) 382-6000 (12 mi.) $65 + tax, good thru 2017.
6) Hampton Inn WCH 11484 Allen Rd., NW,
Jeffersonville. (740) 948-9499 (15 mi.) 1-71 at Exit 65.
South outlet mall. $95 + tax.
7) Baymount Inn & Suites 11431 Allen Rd. NW,
Jeffersonville, OH 43128 (740) 948-2104 (15 mi). I-71
Exit 65. Outlet mall. $69 + tax.
8) Fairfield Inn/ Marriott (15 mi) 11349 Allen
Road NW, Jeffersonville, OH, 43128, I-71 Exit 65. (740)
948-9305. Mention OGCA $85.00 plus tax. (Limited no.
of rooms at this rate. Reserve early.)
9) Quality Inn WCH 10160 Carr Rd. NW,
Jeffersonville, OH 43128. (740) 426-6400 (19 mi.)
North outlet mall. 1-71 Exit 69.
10) Holiday Inn Express WCH (26 mi.) 101
Courthouse Pky, Washington Court House, OH 43160.
(740) 335-9310. I-71 at exit 65 (US 35) (26 miles from
hall.)

Page 16

Election is Over - But Stay Vigilant
The 2016 election was a wonderful victory for the gun owners of our country.
The protection, promotion and restoration of the rights of the American gun
owners played a pivotal role from the
start in this campaign season. Your
OGCA was on the front lines with the
NRA in promoting and electing pro-gun
candidates from the State House to the
White House. I am sure many of you
have noted through the years we have
elected officials and those seeking office visiting our meetings and sharing
their views with us. This is important;
the years of identifying, working with
and cultivating relationships with candidates who look at the Second Amendment as we do is quite beneficial. When
we call we know we are reaching out to
a friend who thinks like we do in terms
of what our Constitutional rights are.

That makes life so much easier where it
comes to legislation or issues that come
before them that effect us.
For now our rights will be protected in
Columbus and in Washington DC. However that does not mean we can relax or
lose our vigilance. As you read this
President Trump has likely nominated his first Supreme Court justice. Considering the NRA helped
screen his list of candidates
you can be assured incoming Senate minority
leader Schumer and the
anti-gun forces in the
Senate will be fighting that nominee best
they can. While the
Republicans who are
by and large pro-gun,

hold a majority, with 51 seats, it’s not really a working majority. The problem is
unless you have 60 votes you may face
a filibuster in the Senate.
For this reason my friends I urge you to
stay aware, pay attention to updates from
the NRA, BFA, GOA. Stay involved and
make those calls and write those letters
to your members of congress as necessary. By keeping pressure on Congress
we can make great progress and pass
many pro gun bills, but it will take all of
us being involved. So do your part in
making the pro-gun revolution, launched
with the election of 2016, a success.
Tim Inwood
OGCA Director/Legislative and Litigation Chairman

May Meeting Entrance Changes
With the display show in the Grand Lobby
during the May 20-21, 2017 meeting all
lobby entrances will be locked, and the
main door will be relocated to the Northeast Door (see bullseye), with a secondary Badges-Only entrance located at
the Southeast Door. All firearms must be
presented at the Gun Tie Desk at the NE

Door. Those needing credentials will access the OGCA registration area by turning left upon entering at the NE Door. In
order to enter at the SE Door you must
already be wearing your credentials and
have no firearms with you. Please remember cameras and recording devices
are prohibited without the permission of

the president.
Exiting the hall will follow the same pattern. Set-up information pertaining to
members renting table space will be
mailed to Tableholders 2 weeks prior,
along with their May Table Confirmation.

