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January meeting on
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read each and evinterest to many
OGCA officers: Terrie Hill, 2nd VP; Charles Rush,
ery one, all 309 of
members, “Eugene
Secretary; Anita Rieger, Treasurer; Fred Kolb,
President; and Sherman Kirkland, III, 1st VP.
them! It is evident
Reising, Firearms
that a lot of thought went into your respons- Designer.”
es. Among the results was a clear appeal for
help in reducing the overall cost for having At the July meeting, we welcomed ROCS
tables, with many mentioning travel and lodg- (Ruger Owner & Collectors Association),
ing expenses. I am pleased to announce that American Thompson Assoc. and Remington
beginning with the November 2019 meeting Society of America. Look for coverage in our
we will make minor changes to the start time Winter edition and mark your calendar for
and Saturday morning set-up time that will next July as they will be back! We also held
cut lodging costs in half for some of our table an Ohio Hunter Safety Education course (pg.
holding members. See page 6 for more in- 6) that was a great success, and we will do it
formation and be sure to read “Save Money again in July 2020.
with Annual Tables” also on that page. If you
are a regular table holder setting up at all 6 This newsletter is dedicated to our May 2019
shows you should take advantage of the An- Annual Display Show exhibitors and everyone
nual Table program and save $60 per year, who had a hand in making the display show
and banquet a great weekend. Our commitper table. More to come about the survey.
tee chairmen went “above and beyond.” We
The September 14-15 meeting will feature want to give you as much advance notice as
the Winchester Arms Collectors Association possible that we must go “every other” year
who are coming from all over the country and with the display show and banquet in order to
setting up both display and trade tables. Be reduce costs, and I am happy to say that May
30-31, 2020 is an “on” year.
there and bring your Winchesters!
If you like Winchesters, come back again in

Gun Collector Etiquette - A Partial List

1. Every firearm should be treated as if it bolt and clears a weapon in a safe manner

were loaded. Keep all firearms pointed in a
safe direction. Keep your finger out of the
trigger guard.
2. Never touch a firearm or remove the safety tie without permission from the owner.
3. Don’t ask to handle a firearm unless you
have serious intent to buy.
4. Look for signs that indicate what is appropriate. Collections marked “Display Only” are
never to be touched.
5. Do not dry fire, work bolts or cycle actions without permission. If you want to manipulate anything, get permission. Make sure
whatever you’re manipulating is not a safety
issue.
6. Avoid unnecessary wear. Never spin the
cylinder of a revolver like you are playing
Russian roulette or slam it closed by “flipping”
it sideways.
7. When necessary to inspect a gun you
have intent to buy, the tableholder should be
the one that cuts the safety tie. The tableholder should also be the one that opens the

before he hands it over and re-ties the weapon regardless of whether it will be sold or not.
8. Remember how a gun was laying and put
it back down the way you found it. Never hit
the gun against another gun or lay it down on
top of another gun.
9. Hold a gun by the wood and not the metal
if possible. If you get fingerprints on the metal, alert the tableholder so he can clean it.
10. Don’t allow children to run amuck. Keep
your kids with you and instruct them on all
safety rules and general etiquette.
11. Never set food or drink on someone’s
table.
12. Never interrupt a “sale in progress” or try
to purchase an item someone else is holding
or negotiating a price on.
13. Do not block a table or aisle chatting
with your buddy. Keep traffic moving past the
table so people can see his display.
14. “May I...” and “Thank You” go a long way
and are just plain common courtesy.
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The Importance of

Winchester Factory Records & Cody Firearms Museum Letters
By Dave Rupert

Reprinted with permission from the Winchester Collectors Magazine

I have this old
Winchester
Model
1892
which I met in
the hands of
an older gentleman at a Denver gun show
a few years
ago. It caught
my
attention
(as others did
also) and so I
inquired about it, being assured that he
had “paper” from Cody records but that
he had left the letter at home. (Being
“papered” assured its authenticity). A
bargain I thought as I looked the gun
over and I made the purchase. I was
told that the ‘92 had been hanging on
the wall behind a bar in Leadville, Colorado for many years--a real cowboy gun!
After the purchase, and at home, I began to question myself on the barrel
length (19-1/2“), bead front sight, as well
as a few cut marks along the barrel. I
thought I had purchased a short barrel
take-down in .44 WCF Smooth Bore.
Several days later I received the “letter”
from the man I purchased the gun from.
Yes, a Winchester letter but stating “rifle”
takedown; shipped 1906. There went
my bargain but lesson learned!
Since then, questions and answers to
some that had been on my mind:
1. Were Model ‘92’s made in smooth
bore?
2. Were front sight beads “Factory”?

These questions could have been answered by the Records section of the
Cody Firearms Museum if you don’t
have a copy of THE WINCHESTER
BOOK by George Madis. In reference
to my education, you will find this recorded by George as he researched the
records at Cody: “Few rifles were produced with smooth bores intended for
use with shot cartridges. The lack of
rifling resulted in a slightly smaller bore
than with rifled barrels, also resulting in
constriction of the shot charge and a resulting choke to the bore. Rifles which
have smoothbores may be marked ‘.44
S.B.’, ‘44 SMOOTH BORE’, or may be
marked ‘SMOOTH BORE’ in addition to
the usual caliber marks on the barrel.
Smoothbore guns which were made for
exhibition shooters may not be marked;

few people outside of the shooter’s company realized that it was necessary to
use shot when demonstrating their skill
in populated areas.” So much for Anne
Oakley and her one-shot bullet hits!
Many cartridges were factory loaded
with shot, but it was not necessary to
have smoothbore rifle to have the shot
pattern well; rifled barrels were satisfactory. When the rifling became badly
worn or especially pitted, it was quite
common to either rebore and re-rifle or
to smoothbore the barrel.” Front sight
beads are available thru factory order;
ivory, nickel, or brass on most Winchester lever action guns.
So there we have all learned a lesson on
knowing about barrel lengths, smoothbores, and a few other things when we
have the opportunity to get a “bargain”
at gun shows, auctions, or from the guy
next door! Collecting is FUN, is ENJOYABLE, and above all, EXPERIENCE
learned.
This is wise advice from the late Dave
Rupert who wrote this article before his
passing shortly after the WACA Cody
show in July of 2018. He was a member of WACA since November of 1980.
Dave also served as a board member,
Cody Sargent of Arms and a friend to
many. He became an OGCA member in
2011 and attended many of the WACA/
OGCA Invitational shows between that
time. Dave will be missed, but his advice and wit lives on!

Welcome Back Winchester Arms Collectors & Cody Firearms Museum Record Specialist
September 14-15, 2019!

See some of the best collectable Winchesters!
Numerous trade tables, and WACA display competition.
Bring your Winchesters, Marlins, and L.C. Smiths!
Jessica Bennett, Records Specialist from the Cody Firearms Museum
will be available all weekend for record searches and factory letters.

Serial number searches: $5 donation each (contributions help get Jessica to
the next show). Individual factory letters: discounted $10 each.
There will be an exclusive records search deal for Museum Members.
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What’s Your Freedom Worth to You? - By Tony Zinsmayer, PAC Chairman
tion, and we would be able to support
more youth shooting groups, but we
have never reached even one tenth of
that number.

The annual PAC raffle ticket donation
drive is going on through the September
meeting.
Please support the OGCA PAC fund
raising activities like the annual PAC
firearms raffle and the PAC store, where
we try to bring new items to every meeting. Look for new OGCA pens, sweatshirts, new cups and denim shirts at the
PAC store. The funds raised by these
activities go to support political candidates and judges that believe in the
Constitution, as well as our long standing support of youth shooting activities.
You have seen many of these candidates like Lt. Gov. Husted, Sen. Portman, Dave Yost and many more that
come to our meetings and show us their
support.
If every one of our 18,000 members
bought tickets, we would have enough
funds to fully support the candidates
who believe in preserving our Constitu-

Please don’t look at the raffle as a
chance to get a free item, look at it as a
way that you can support the campaign
to preserve our freedoms. If you have
bought raffle tickets before, thanks, but
how about doubling that? And if you
have never purchased them, use your
raffle donation to promote and preserve
your freedom. WHAT’S YOUR FREEDOM WORTH TO YOU?

Kathy Zinsmayer is one of the
friendly faces you will see manning
the PAC table at every meeting.
All proceeds benefit your firearm
freedoms

Signed MAGA Hat Auctioned at Banquet
Charles Kraisner was the winning bidder
for the signed MAGA hat that was auctioned off during the evening of the Members Recognition Banquet. All proceeds
were donated to PAC to support those
who uphold the fight for your Second
Amendment Rights. The hat was graciously donated to OGCA by member Bob
Paduchik who serves in the leadership of
the Trump 2020 Victory campaign. Thank
you to Bob and Charles, as well as our
extraordinary auctioneer, Tony Zinsmayer.

Call the Business Office to reserve! (330)
467-5733. Refunds will not be issued for
cancellations after August 5th, 2019 if
the bus is a go. If the bus is canceled we
will refund any payments made.

ED
!

We will not charge your card or cash your
check until we have determined it is indeed
at least 60% full. You will be contacted if
the bus is canceled. Don’t miss out on the
fantastic collections of Winchesters for trade
and on display by the Winchester Arms Collectors Association.
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We will keep the usual pick up at Baron’s
Bus Garage on Brookpark Road in Cleveland, and the additional pickup at the Ohio
Station Outlets in Lodi/Burbank, to reach
out to members in Medina, Akron, Canton,
Mansfield and those convenient to the Ohio
Station Outlet located directly along I-71 at
Exit 204 (OH 83).

PE

Northern members by the time this newsletter reaches you we may be very close to the
September Bus deadline of August 12th to
make a determination if the bus is at least
60% full. If you want to reserve a bus seat
to the September 14th show, call the office
now! Cost is only $25 - you can’t drive
there for that price!

Great People Make a Great
Collectors’ Association

M

N.E. Members: Don’t Miss the September 14th
Bus! Your support Needed
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Frank and Janet Hodges Left Lasting Impact on OGCA
Legendary collector and Past President
Frank Hodges passed away July 3, and his
beloved wife, Janet, joined him a few days
later on July 8th. Our hearts are broken but
we are happy they are together in peace.
Both Frank and Janet were an important
part of OGCA for over 60 years, and rarely
missed a meeting up until Frank’s health
would not permit travel.
Frank’s first show was at the Hotel Alms in
the early 1950s. He was hooked instantly,
and happily followed OGCA everywhere and
anywhere. He had many stories about Vet’s
Memorial Hall days and knew all the famous
collectors from around the country. He never thought twice about the four-hour drive to
the I-X Center in Brook Park and was proud
that he never missed a single meeting there.
In fact, one time he came home to Cincinnati
for a Saturday night wedding and drove all
the way back to Brook Park in time to man
his tables on Sunday morning.

with “Arms and Ivory” a beautiful exhibit at
the 1979 NRA Annual Meeting where he
won an award for his ivory stocked ‘66 Winchester.
He served as OGCA president for the 20092010 term. He was a stickler on proper
gun show etiquette and always emphasized
safety. One of his greatest memories of being president was personally presenting an
honorary life membership to Governor and
Vice-Presidential candidate, Sarah Palin.

Frank was owner of Pioneer Guns and was
also a retired building inspector for the City
of Cincinnati. His collecting interest included
U.S. Springfield firearms, knives and bayonets, Colt cartridge firearms, bowie knives,
Smith & Wesson double action revolvers
and some Ruger models. Frank was one of
several members who represented OGCA

Frank and Janet knew each other all the
way back to grade school and were married
for almost 61 years. They had two children,
five grandchildren and three great grandchildren. A memorial table was presented
in their honor at the July meeting. Frank
and Janet Hodges left a lasting impact on
OGCA and will be remembered with great
fondness.

A Brief History of The Richland County Gun Collectors Association
and Its Early Ties to OGCA -By Russell Enzor, RCGCA Historian and OGCA Member since 1970
Of all the smaller, local gun collectors organizations in the United States, there is
probably none that has historically stronger ties to the Ohio Gun Collectors Association than the
Richland County Gun Collectors Association.
This
group was formed when nine
men met in Mansfield, Ohio in
1947 which was 10 years after OGCA was formed. Among
the earliest to join the Richland
County Gun Collectors were:
Miller Bedford of New London
and the founder of OGCA, Wes
Kindig, founder of the Log Cabin
Shop, L.L. Muth and Cecil Kyser,
both early leaders in the OGCA.
Those early members came not only
from Richland County, but also from
Huron, Ashland, Crawford, and Trumbull Counties. Another of those early
members was Paul Hughes, a master
gunsmith of Lucas County who brought
me to my first OGCA show in November
1967. The newly formed RCGCA began
to have gun shows at the Ashland County
fairgrounds as well as at the Fremont fairgrounds. Over the early years, RCGCA
was a big success. The OGCA President
in July 1949, A.G. Stoltz, gave the group a
rousing hand for the splendid meeting
in Ashland. Dues were $1/year. They

were aware of prohibited
articles
on

GCA no longer sponsors gun shows but
members enjoy buying, selling, and trading
at the monthly meetings.
A recent OGCA newsletter contained an
excellent article with photos of a flintlock
rifle made by the late Cecil Brooks for Dr.
Paul Curren of Shelby, Ohio. Paul Curren
was a long time member of the RCGCA
and that beautiful rifle was first displayed
at one of our monthly meetings when
Paul accepted the rifle.

the tables and of sales to
non-members. Non-members
were not allowed to have a table. The RC-

These strong ties between OGCA and
RCGCA have continued through 70
years right to the present. Two current
OGCA directors and a former director
are members. OGCA members are
welcome to come and join us at our
monthly meetings on the first Monday of each month (except holidays)
at the Wyandotte
Senior
C e n t e r,
1164 Wyandotte
A v e . ,
west off Trimble Rd., Mansfield,
Ohio. Members begin arriving at 6 PM
to buy, sell, and trade then business is conducted at 7 PM.
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Save Money With Annual Tables / Table Rent Reminders

Attention Tableholders: Take advantage
of the savings when you reserve 2020 Annual Tables at the September and November
meeting or by contacting the Business Office.
Annual tables run January 2020 to November 2020 for all 6 scheduled Roberts Centre
meetings and must be purchased no later
than December 23, 2019.

ability.) Call the business office anytime with
questions (330) 467-5733 or ogca@ogca.
com.

Reminder: members who cannot commit to
renting tables for all six meetings in 2020,
may reserve tables for up to two meetings
at a time ($80 per table). For example, using the form on page 13 of this newsletter,
Cost is $420 per table which breaks down to you may reserve tables for September, No$70 per table x 6 meetings and is a savings vember or both meetings. Simply check the
of $60 per year, per table. (Per-show rent is box at the top of page 13 for which show or
$80/table.) Annual tables are also a conve- shows, and please remember to sign and renient way to reserve the same table for the turn the back (page 14). This may be done
whole year. (Table location based on avail- via mail, via phone with a credit card, or in

person during a meeting at the Tables Desk.
If you need a “Table Application” or “Annual
Table Application” contact the business office
anytime.
In addition, if you would like to be added
to the “Table Application Email List” just
shoot us an email at ogca@ogca.com and
we will automatically email the form to you
5-6 weeks prior to each meeting. It also
serves as a convenient reminder.
There will be no Table Application in the
next mailing as it is an “interim” mailing
containing your Dues Statement, Applicant List and brief announcements.

Members Request Time Changes / Will Begin in November 2019
Thank you for your valuable feedback on
the questionnaire enclosed in the last mailing. Beginning in November 2019, Meeting Hours will start a half hour later on Sat.
and Sun, at 8:30 am. Also beginning in
Nov., set up hours on Sat. and Sun morning will be extended to better accommodate
tableholders who would like enough time
to set up on Sat. morning and potentially
avoid the cost and time of a Fri. hotel stay.
Based on the recent Membership Questionnaire it is clear that these minor changes
will make a big impact in better accommodating members.

Show Hours September 2019 Meeting
Saturday 8 am - 5 pm
Sunday 8 am - 2 pm

Show Hours November 2019 and Future
Saturday 8:30 am - 5 pm
Sunday 8:30 am - 2 pm

Set up/Exhibitor Hours Sept. ‘19
Fri. 3:00 pm - 9:00 pm exhibitor Set-up
Sat. 7:30 am - 8 am exhibitor Set-up
Sun. 7:30 am - 8 am exhibitor Set-up

Set up/Exhibitor Hours Nov. ‘19
Fri. 3:00 pm - 9:00 pm exhibitor Set-up
Sat. 7:00 am - 8:30 am exhibitor Set-up
Sun. 7:30 am - 8:30 am exhibitor Set-up
(Tableholders will have 1.5 hours for set-up
on Saturdays and 1 hour on Sundays.)

Ohio Hunter Safety Class a Big Hit

The Ohio Hunter Safety Course that was held Saturday of the July meeting was a full house! 39 Tom Green of the Fairfield
Sportsman Assoc. along
people took the class. What a great attendance! Al Overholser of OHTEIA led the class. Above: Karen
with grandson, Asher, reand Everette Hawk in the first row; Steve Colson, Larry Kibler, Al Overholser and Bruce Peirano in the
ceives a donation from 1st
2nd row. We will hold the class again in July 2020! Look for more info!
VP Sherman Kirkland, III for
the FSA Junior programs.

Director Election

Your Dues

Nominations for Director closed in May. We had 3 openings and only
Statement
one candidate stepped forward. Many qualified members missed an opportunity to impact the organization and take an active part in decisions will be in the next
for our club. Incumbent Tim Inwood who was elected in 2013 and leads
mailing arriving
the Legislative Committee, was recommended by the Nominating Comin October.
mittee for appointment to the 2020-2022 term. The Board accepted and
approved the committee’s recommendation in July. No election will be
necessary in November. We hope to see greater participation in 2020. Thank you in advance. We Need
& Appreciate Your Support!
		
		
- Sherman Kirkland, III, Nominating Chairman/ 1st VP

FEGA
Members
in May
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Phil Schreier delivering the
keynote address at the Annual Banquet. You never know
what stories this interesting and
knowledgeable Life member will
share, having worked 30 years
at the Museums of the NRA.
Thanks, Phil!
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A great meal, great company and an enjoyable evening! The Roberts Center caters a fantastic buffet with plenty for everyone.
Left: Flo Kolb manning the
Members Choice Voting Table for all members to vote
for their favorite display.
Thank you to all who took
the time to cast a ballot for
this prestigious award.

Right: 2019 Display
Show Chairman, Sean
McCarter, concluding the
festivities with the much
anticipated Display Show
awards. (See entries on
next page.)

The 2019 Annual Display Show judges
gave their time and talent to ensure a fair,
well-reasoned judging process. Thank
you Lee Sundermeier, Dave Rachwal and
Phil Schreier.

Dave Molchen receiving the Thomas L. Kyser Best Single Gun Award for his 1904 Navy
Luger, SN 33. from the grandchildren of the
late Treasurer and Historian, Tom Kyser.
Thanks, Alex and Kate McLane!

PAC Chairman Tony Zinsmayer,
auctioned off a MAGA hat signed
by the President of the United
States. (Page 4.)

Director Chuck Benton presents
James Swartz with the NRA Gun
Collectors Affiliate Silver Medallion #475 for his Secretary of the
Navy Award Rifle SN All Navy 96,
Armscorp Model 1A 7.62 mm.

A big Thank you to our Firearm Author Members for participating in the
Authors Corner!

Col. Richard W. Block

Tom Davis

Stephen Challis and Eva

John J. Willyard

Thomas Schiffer

C. Rodney James
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The Ohio Gun Collectors Associat
Thank You,

First Place Antique (Minuteman Freedom Bronze)
and $1000: Jim Curlovic for his collection of Winchesters titled: “Examples of Winchester Hotchkiss
Prototypes to Sporting Models 1875-1915.”
Left: Third Overall and $200:
“P.38 Wartime
Variations Production Under
5000.” Wayne
and Darla Noble
love to share
their passion
and knowledge
of P.38s.

Judges Choice Award, $100, and NRA
Gun Collectors Affiliate Silver Medallion sn 475 - Military: James Swartz
exhibited “Navy Trophy Rifles, 720
Equivalents 1996-2011” which included
US Navy competition and tactical rifles.

First Place Pre WWII (Minuteman Freedom Bronze) and
$1000, Members Choice Award, The Robert Rubendunst
Best Educational Award and 2 NRA Gun Collectors
Affiliate Medallions, sn 476 and 477: Leonardo Antaris’
“Magnificent Mausers: Early and Experimental Pistols.”
Left: Best 1st Time
Displayer and $250:
“Colt Thompson
Model of 1921 No.
1310 Newport PD,
Andews Steel” by
Cameron Casper. A
great amount of detail
went into this display
of very special
Thompson.
Left: Judges
Choice Award and
$100 - Pre World
War II: “Attica”
Competition for
Survival” by Jack
Meador. His
Thompson has an
interesting history
well told in this exceptional display.

Right: “Lifetime Collection of Savage
Arms” beautifully displayed
by Dale Vogel.
“High Standard Handguns” by Michael Martin. His collection included very early to late models through the
demise of the company in 1984.
Left: “A Ladies Appreciation of Handgun Artistry” by
Chris Fanning, consisting of 100% engraved handguns, factory engraved and some master engraved.
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tion 2019 Annual Display Show
Exhibitors!

First Place Post WWII (Minuteman Freedom Bronze)
and $1000: William Ridge’s interesting and educational “My Ruger 44 Remington Magnums.”
First Place Military (Minuteman Freedom
Bronze) and $1000: John Eckert built this wonderful collection of Lugers and titled it “The
Luger Pistol in Switzerland.”
Right: Second Overall
and $400, the Thomas
L. Kyser Best Single
Gun Award and a
NRA Gun Collectors
Affiliate Silver Medallion sn 474: “Navy
Luger” by Dave Molchen included a 1904
Navy Luger, SN 33
unit marking ADH 1!

Right: Judges
Choice Award
and $100 - Antique: Randall
Setty and his
wife Lynda
who built the
creative and
colorful “Navy
Whittneyville
-Plymouth
Rifle.”

Left: “M1903
International
Match Rifles”
by Lynn Meredith. Lynn
had a fabulous
collection of
US Springfield
International
Match rifles
from 1922-1930.

Left: Judges Choice Award and $100 Post World War II: Winslow Arms Co.
“Emperor Grade” by William Denomme
who brought this beautifully carved Winslow rifle also shown on the back cover.
Above Left: William Denomme also had a
second display entry appropriately titled
“A Case for Enchantment” consisting
of a variety of handgun cases made by
Marvin Huey.

Right: “Colt
Flattop Target
Revolvers”
by Johnny
Bassett.
Outstanding!

Left: “Guns of the Old West” by Art Thiss. Art has a
love for collecting old west firearms and related items
to the delight of his fellow members.
Right: “Tribal/Revolutionary Legacies- A Journey
Through Time” by Douglas Boldman. His educational
display featured guns that were part of the history of
Chief Big Foot/Spotted Elk and Emiliano Zapata.
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Ohio Gun Collectors Association Delivers a Surprise
By Larry S. Moore

We hope our many members who are parents,
grandparents, teachers and school employees
read this article written for Buckeye Firearms
Foundation (BFF) by Larry S. Moore who is
active in both BFF and OGCA. Buckeye Firearms Foundation is internationally recognized
for initiating and sponsoring the armed teacher
training program, “FASTER” (Faculty/Administrator Safety Training & Emergency Response) as
a realistic and effective response after the 2013
Newtown, CT school massacre. Join us in supporting the positive progress toward protecting
children in Ohio and nationally by visiting https://
fastersaveslives.org/.
The Ohio Gun Collectors Association (OGCA) once again had tables at
the recent Buckeye Firearms Foundation (BFF) Bash. That is no surprise
as OGCA has been a strong supporter
for many years. The surprise came as
OGCA President Fred Kolb asked if I
can get the attention of Buckeye Firearms Association President Jim Irvine.
That was no small task at the Bash as Irvine seemed to be everywhere greeting
people and chatting, often with elected
officials. The reason to find Irvine was
Kolb was holding quite a surprise for
BFF in the form of a significant check for
the FASTER Saves Lives program.
Certainly, BFF appreciates the support
over many years from the OGCA. Our
supporters and OGCA members share
a passion for the Second Amendment,
the shooting sports, self-defense and
the wide world of firearms collecting.
The OGCA has now passed their 80th
birthday mark and are the largest gun
collectors’ organization in the United
States. This is a tribute to all the dedicated OGCA members and leadership
that have worked so hard for so long.
While a much younger organization, the
leadership of BFF demonstrates that
same commitment and work ethic. The
OGCA has stepped up many times to
fund FASTER and are a leading donor
of the program.
Irvine noted, “OGCA and BFF/BFA have
long shared members and a common
cause. OGCA leadership helped BFF
become the group it is today, and our
partnership has allowed us to do great

things. They were a catalyst that allowed us to reach critical mass and continue to be a donor that makes a significant impact in our ability to help schools
looking for the best training in the world
to deal with school violence and trauma
injuries. We look forward to continuing
cooperative efforts as we each do what
we specialize at and work together on
common interests. This brings maximum benefit to all gun owners in Ohio
and beyond. I am grateful to the leadership of OGCA who has extended their
friendship, expertise, and trust in us for
many years, and I look forward to more
great things to come.”

“We look forward to continuing cooperative efforts as we
each do what we specialize at
and work together on common
interests. This brings maximum benefit to all gun owners
in Ohio and beyond.”
Nowhere is the leadership effort more
noticeable than with the creation of
the FASTER Saves Lives program.
BFF leadership was simply tired of the
same old “non-solutions” to the continued attacks on schools and killing of
our children. Recognizing that existing
measures were not solving the problem,
BFF stepped up to the plate with a new
solution. They recognized that faster
response to school shooting meant
fewer victims. That solution became the
FASTER Saves Live program and it has
shocked and rocked the world.
The concept of arming teachers and
school administrators first shocked

the anti-gun community. There was a
stunned silence in the community forum
as the program was boldly announced.
This was not to be a “give a teacher a
gun” program. Rather a comprehensive program with intensive training for
teachers, school administrators and
staff were developed. It was developed
by the leading firearms trainers and
law enforcement with real world SWAT
experience. The Tactical Defense Institute’s John Brenner and Chris Cerano of
The Cerino Training Group gave generously of their time, expertise and training
facilities.
The training also includes emergency
medical experts and provides trauma
kits to participating school districts. Even
more the training was initially offered at
no expense to school districts through
the Buckeye Firearms Foundation.
Today the FASTER Saves Lives program has been modeled in other states
and received international recognition.
The commitment to excellence in training remains as strong as ever. In fact,
the FASTER training graduates are held
to a higher standard for completion than
most law enforcement organizations in
Ohio.
The partnership with the OGCA and
their continued generous support is key
to making the program available to even
more school districts ultimately protecting more of our precious young people.
The entire leadership team of BFF sincerely thanks OGCA for this partnership
and our continued friendship.
For more information on the FASTER Saves
Lives program see: https://fastersaveslives.org/.
For more information on Buckeye Firearms visit
https://www.buckeyefirearms.org/. This grassroots organization has the most up-to-date information on gun rights in the Buckeye State! If
you are not already a member, sign up on their
website and learn more.

JULY MEETING STATISTICS
TABLES: 600
GUESTS: 210
APPLICATIONS: 76
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Remembering Steven P. Fjestad, Blue Book Author
The gun collecting world
has lost another
great
icon, Steven
P.
Fjestad.
Steve passed
away July 15,
2019 after a
brief illness.
He was a life
member of OGCA since 1982 and was
known as the best-selling author of The
Blue Book of Gun Values. Steve was an active tableholder for many years and served
on our panel of Display Show judges and
signed books in the “Authors Corner.”
Steve was a lifelong member of the NRA
and was currently serving as a member on
the NRA Board of Directors. His involvement with firearms started early since he
grew up on a dairy farm in west central Minnesota and started duck hunting at age 10.
While working in the IRI (Investment Rari-

ties) Firearms Division during the 1980s,
he became the author and publisher of The
Blue Book of Gun Values, now with over
1.4 million copies in print. It remains the
best-selling gun book worldwide.
During the late 1980s, the author/publisher,
also a musician with international credits,
discovered through experience that there
wasn’t a good reference book on guitars.
After three years of research, the 1st Edition Blue Book of Guitars was published in
1993, and he then expanded to other guitar-related titles.
In 1989, Fjestad and several other partners
purchased The Blue Book of Gun Values
and a new company was formed, Blue
Book Publications, Inc. Blue Book Publications has gone on to win several IPPYs (Independent Publisher’s Book Award) in the
Best Reference category.
Over the past three decades, Fjestad has
edited and published over 160 books on a
wide variety of subjects, including firearms,

airguns, black powder reproductions and
replicas, automobiles, guitars, engraving,
billiards and pool cues, ammunition, and
others.
Fjestad has written and edited hundreds of
articles for various trade publications, and
The Blue Book of Gun Values may be the
only gun book ever pictured in Time magazine and listed as a reference source in the
Wall Street Journal. He has also testified
as an authority in many professional and
legal situations. Fjestad has also been a
guest on such TV programs as American
Rifleman, American Guns, Guns & Ammo,
and Gun Talk TV. Additionally, he posted
the weekly “Gun of the Week” article on
bluebookinc.com, in addition to blogging
under the heading “S.P. Fjestad’s Lethal
Blogging.”
Our thoughts and prayers go out to the
Fjestads as well as Blue Book Publishing
family and friends.

Passages
Felix Bedlan, Fairbury, Nebraska, became a life member
of OGCA in the early
1970’s. He had been
told it was a great
show to attend. His
interest was mainly
early and antique
Winchesters
and
Colts. He passed away March 7, 2019, age
90, after 15 years struggling with Parkinson’s disease. At an early age he owned
and operated a gas station business and
then built the business called Bedlan’s
Sporting Goods, in 1960. Over the years
many people from across the country and

some from Europe came to see his beautiful Winchester collection. He was past president and life member of the Winchester
Arms Collectors Association, Winchester
Club of America and life member NRA. He
taught hunter safety to II year olds and older
for forty years and loved taking his sons and
grandsons hunting. (In memory of him, from
his wife Jean and family.)
36 year member Keith
T. Blessing, 84 of
Bargersville, Indiana
passed away January
12, 2019. Keith was
born on April 19, 1934

Great Cover Photos

Cover photos (from left to right)
• Savage Rifles from the display “A Lifetime Collection of Savage Arms” by
Dale V. Vogel
• OGCA Minuteman Freedom Bronze Awards for first place in each of 4
categories valued at $3,000 per piece.
• A Colt SA Peacemaker, .45 cal sn 41503 that belonged to Emiliano Zapata
from the collection of Douglas Boldman.
• From the exhibit of Art Thiss, a Sharps Model 1874 Old Reliable Sporting
Rifle, Cal. 50X 2 1/2 - Big 50.
• Colt Thompson Model 1921, no. 1310 displayed by Cameron Casper.
• Grouping of Winchester Hotchkiss prototypes from the collection of Jim
Curlovic.
• Navy Sailor from the display of Randall Setty titled “Navy Whittneyville
‘Plymouth’ Rifle.”

in Indianapolis, Indiana. He was a graduate from Decatur Central High School.
Keith was a member of the West Newton
Masonic Lodge #707 F & AM, West Newton, IN where he served as Worshipful
Master, and was also a Shriner.
Harold A. Zavakos, 73 of Beavercreek
formerly of Centerville passed away April
5, 2019. He was a member of OGCA for 9
years. Harold was born in Dayton, OH on
Sept. 7, 1945 Harold worked in the Tool
and Die Industry all of his life and most
recently drove a school bus for Beavercreek Schools. Memberships included
Greene Co. Fish and Game, Vintage Iron
and many other organizations.

Back cover (from left to right)
• Swiss custom made pistol - carbine rig in .30 Luger, sn 85Z, made by
one of the excellent Gunsmiths of Zurich, possibly Glaser. This piece was
from the collection of John Eckert.
• Various Colt and Smith & Wesson pistols in custom cases made by
Marvin Huey, displayed by William Denomme.
• A beautifully factory engraved example from the collection of Chris Fanning.
• From the display of William Ridge, a 1956 Ruger Blackhawk .44 Magnum.
• Navy 1904, sn 33 from the “Navy Lugers” display by Dave Molchen.
• “Winslow Arms Co. “Emperor Grade.” Close up of the remarkable
engraving and detail on the wood and the scope from the collection of
William Denomme.
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Hotels

NOTE: Ask for confirmation of
room rate at the time you make your
reservation. Prices are subject to change with
high tourism. Book early due to other events in the
area and the shortage of hotels in close vicinity to
the Roberts Centre.
1) Headquarters Hotel: Holiday Inn at
Roberts Centre 123 Gano Road., Wilmington, OH
45177 (937) 283-3200 or (800) 654-7036 $118 + tax.
Check in 3 PM. 24-hour cancellation (greater notice will
help your fellow member.) Two-night minimum. For RV
parking, hook up and cost call (937) 283-3200.
2) General Denver Hotel (6 mi) 81 W. Main St.,
Wilmington, OH. Present OGCA badge for $20 discount
off per room per night. Mention OGCA when making
reservations. Historic Inn (937) 383-4141.
3) Hampton Inn & Suites 201 Holiday Dr.,
Wilmington. (937) 382-4400 (7 mi) Ask for the OGCA
10% discount when making reservations. Rates can
fluctuate with peak seasons.
4) Holiday Inn Express 155 Holiday Dr.,
Wilmington (937) 382-5858 (7 mi) Ask for the OGCA
10% discount when making reservations.
5) Wilmington Inn 909 Fife Ave., Wilmington,
OH (937) 382-6000 (12 mi.).
6) Hampton Inn WCH 11484 Allen Rd., NW,
Je,frsonville. (740) 948-9499 (15 mi.) 1-71 at Exit 65.
Outlet mall. Ask for the OGCA 10% discount when
making reservations. Rates can fluctuate with peak
seasons.
7) Baymount Inn & Suites 11431 Allen Rd. NW,
Jeffersonville, OH 43128 (740) 948-2104 (15 mi). I-71
Exit 65. Outlet mall. $79 + tax.
8) Fairfield Inn/ Marriott (15 mi) 11349 Allen
Road NW, Jeffersonville, OH, 43128, I-71 Exit 65. (740)
948-9305. Ask for the OGCA 10% discount off going
rates (which fluctuate) when making reservations.
9) Quality Inn WCH 10160 Carr Rd. NW,
Jeffersonville, OH 43128. (740) 426-6400 (19 mi.)
(Buckeye RV). 1-71 Exit 69.
10) Holiday Inn Express WCH (26 mi.) 101
Courthouse Pky, Washington Court House, OH 43160.
(740) 335-9310. I-71 at exit 65 (US 35)
11) Country Hearth Inn & Suites WCH 1810
Victoria Street, Washington Court House, OH 43160,
www.redlion.com/washington-court-house (740) 3334478. $74.99 + tax (27 mi.)
12) Holiday Inn Express & Suites - Mason
(31 mi.) 5100 Natorp Blvd., Mason, Ohio 45040 (513)
387-6000. $129.00 King, $139.00 Two Queens.

Annual Display Show 2019

Photos by Tom Patrick. Captions, page 15

Meeting Dates

2019
Sept. 14-15, 2019

(Special Guests,
The Winchester Arms Collectors Assn.)
Nov. 23-24, 2019
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2020
Jan. 11-12, 2020
March 14-15, 2020
May 30-31, 2020

(Annual Display Show and Banquet)

PLEASE
SEE MEETING HOURS
CHANGES IN NOVEMBER (pg. 6)

July 18-19, 2020
Sept. 12-13, 2020
Nov. 21-22, 2020

Visit www.ogca.com
for more information

(Annual Meeting/Director Election)

Hours/Location
Meeting Hours

Saturday 8 am - 5 pm
Sunday 8 am - 2 pm

See Page 6 for Changes
Coming in November

Meeting Hall

The Roberts Centre

123 Gano Road, Wilmington, OH
45177 (800) 654-7038. I-71 at Exit 50
(U.S. 68). North of and visible from
I-71. Directions www.ogca.com

