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Sitting here in my kitchen watching the birds 
feed at the feeder during the first snowfall, 
it gives me time to reflect on the future of 
our club and the collecting fraternity.  I think 
we have a bright future and a very healthy 
club thanks to all of our loyal members. Over 
18,000 strong and growing. Keep up the 
good work in bringing in the next generation. 

One of the questions that is asked of me by 
members is about the 1911-A1’s that Camp 
Perry is supposed to release. There is a feel-
ing that they may be released in the near 
future. 2018 seems to be the most recent 
scuttlebutt. The website for the CMP, www.
thecmp.org, now includes information on 
what you will have to do to qualify to receive 
a 1911-A1. There isn’t enough room to print 
all the details, but the overview is available 
from the CMP site. There are extra hoops to 
jump thru to get a 1911-A1.

One of the things I ask of the members is 
to vote for their favorite directors.  We had 
a hard fought election and elected 3 new di-
rectors and 1 incumbent.  The 3 new Direc-
tors are Charles Benton, Sean McCarter and 
Tony Zinsmayer. The incumbent was Thom-
as Bowersox.  Please show your gratitude to-
wards these new directors.  
Don’t hesitate to put them 
to work.  They will have 
orange flags above their 
tables in case you don’t 
recognize them by name.  
All three new directors are 
highly qualified and bring 
years of experience to the 
OGCA. 

Another thing I wish to ad-
dress is our bus that runs 
from Cleveland to Wilming-
ton.  We will continue the service for the 19th 
of May and the 17th of November shows 
in 2018.  In an effort to offset costs and in-
crease attendance we have raised the fare 
$5, and with paid bus seats for you and your 
sponsored guest, their Guest Pass fee will be 
waived for entry into the show.  See page 6.  

One of the things I look forward to is the May 
Banquet that is paired with the Annual Dis-
play Show.  We have some of the best dis-
plays in the country, but don’t let that keep 
you from doing your first display.  All mem-
bers are wanted, and if this is something you 
want to do we have lots of free information 
available, and we give out lots of prize mon-
ey to our winning displayers.  The banquet 
is Saturday evening the 19th of May, and we 
are honored to have Ashley Hlebinsky Cu-
rator of the Cody Firearms Museum as our 

keynote speaker.  The buffet menu this year 
will include delicious Italian dishes of Chick-
en Marsala and lasagna. Mail in the banquet 
flyer on page 5 to reserve your seat.
In March, our biggest meeting, we are fea-
turing a great display by David Hanes, “A 
well-regulated Militia…In Defense of Perry’s 
Fleet.”  David is well versed on this period of 
history. It is a unique display with a very rare 
flintlock musket with lots of history.  David 
will give 3 separate seminars in the Hamilton 
room south, Saturday March 10th at 11:00 
AM and one at 4:30 PM (so table holders can 
attend), and one on Sunday March 11th, at 
10:00 AM.  The Hamilton room is just off the 
main hall. Well worth the time and travel to 
hear and speak with David Hanes about the 
Battle of Lake Erie. 

For the northern members I want you to 
know we are still looking for a northern site. 
Also, we aren’t going to leave the Roberts 
Centre, we would just like to add a northern 
site for our friends up north.  

Our last two meetings were very busy and 
included several distinguished members and 
guests who would like your vote for the huge 
number of important seats that are up for 

grabs this year on a state 
and national level. Members 
Dave Yost, Mike Gibbons 
and Honorary Life member 
Jon Husted were in atten-
dance. Jon was our 2017 
keynote banquet speaker 
and is running for Lt. Gov-
ernor. Special guests Rob-
ert Portman, Mike DeWine, 

Melissa Atkinson and Lt. 
Governor Mary Taylor could 
also be found reaching out to 

you. Get to know the candidates at our up-
coming meetings, and do your research be-
fore voting.  The primary is May 8th and the 
general election is November 6th.

I wish to personally thank Sparky (Larry) 
Clark for his service as director this past term 
and also, Frank and Erna Becker for their 
years of service to the OGCA and PAC. En-
joy your retirement, Frank, you have earned 
it. New Director, Tony Zinsmayer has been 
named Chairman of the PAC Committee, 
and will be working with Frank to learn the 
ropes over the next few months.

Your Friend and President,

Charles Rush, President AFFILIATED WITH THE NRA AND CMP
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Guest Pass Forms 
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A Letter From Our President

Charles Rush and Tim Inwood greet 
member Dave Yost who is Ohio’s 
hard working Auditor and the 2A  
candidate for Attorney General.   
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Remembering Past President Sherman Kirkland, Jr. 

1935 - 2017

At the range

Sherman Kirkland, 
Jr., joined The Ohio 
Gun Collectors As-
sociation in 1979, 
and wasted no 
time in becoming a 
director five years 
later in 1984.  He 
worked his way up 

the ranks and became president for the term 
1992 to 1993, making him one of the longest 
serving active past presidents. Most recently 
Sherman served as advisor on the 2017 NRA 
Display Committee. 

Sherman was a past Chairman of the PAC 
Committee for over 5 years.  In addition, in 
1991 he was part of the leadership that hosted 
the NRA Gun Collectors Seminar in Canton, 
Ohio at which leaders of collectors groups from 
all over the country took part in presentations 
and round-table discussions ranging from fire-
arm legislation to gun show liability insurance. 

According to Past President Walt Goulet, Sher-
man was the best Second Vice President that 
OGCA ever had. He led the Security and En-
forcement Committee through many hours of 
the Rule Book rewrite of the early 1990s.  Keep 
in mind that this was before the technology that 
we have today, and it took many Saturdays for 
the committee to meet in order to complete the 
major rewrite.  

Sherm had an eclectic taste in fireams ranging 
from the U.S. Civil War on up through Class III 
firearms. He displayed P 38’s, P-08s, broom-
handles, a Boyes antitank rifle, mortars and 
even a Hotchkiss 25 mm cannon.  He was well 
known for his collection of BB guns, and had 
a special place in his home for John Wayne 
Memorabilia, “The Wayne Cave” explained 
granddaughter, Kaitlyn Crosbie.

Family was extremely important to Sherman 
and his late wife, Janice, who served at the 
Membership Services desk of OGCA for many 
decades. He greatly enjoyed spending time 
with his 8 grandchildren, 12 great grandchil-
dren and 4 children, and lived in Painesville, 
Ohio.   

Sherm’s tables at the Roberts Centre were at 
the end of row N, and even if you didn’t know 
him personally, you may have noticed a man 
bearing a striking resemblance to Santa Claus, 
with an ever-changing display of oddball fire-
arms and interesting weapons on his table.  
Often members did not know what they were 
looking at, and he delighted in telling people 
about his unusual finds. 

For example, Sherman collected anything re-
lated to Dardick guns, and in November 2005 
he and Janice did a fantastic Feature Display 
of what is often considered the strangest gun 
to ever reach production, the .38 Special 

Dardick.  This 1950s handgun, Sherm ex-
plained, was neither an automatic pistol nor 
a revolver. It was a revolutionary magazine 
pistol designed to shoot the space-age 
“Tround” ammunition.  Another Featured 
Display of special note was, “John Inglis 
Company of Canada Hi-Power Pistols” fea-
tured in January, 2006.

Sherman was interviewed for The First 
Seventy-five Years, our 75th anniver-
sary (2012) history book, by author and 

fellow member, Thomas 
D. Schiffer. In the interview 
Sherman credits his father 
for getting him interested 
in collecting guns, and 
credits his son, Sherman 
Kirkland, III, (currently 
OGCA Second Vice Presi-
dent) for keeping him ac-
tive in OGCA despite his 
health challenges. 

OGCA had a positive influence on his life, and 
he had the opportunity to meet some extraor-
dinary people.   He also mentioned in his in-
terview about how some members, rather than 
being a rival collector, were a real help in locat-
ing items he collected at the show.

S h e r m a n 
was a fore-
man at Gen-
eral Electric 
for over 30 
y e a r s . H e 
was an Hon-
o r a r y  L i f e 
m e m b e r 
of  Gun Col-
lectors Association, a Life member of Dallas 
Arms Collectors Association, a member of the 
Daisy Museum and the National Rifle Associa-
tion. He was also a member of the Honorable 
Order of Kentucky Colonels, AMVETS and the 
American Legion. 

Sherman passed away November 7, 2017 at 
the age of 82.  He was able to remain at home 
thanks to the care and comfort of his daughter, 
Cindy. At his memorial it was said that despite 
tough medical challenges he rarely missed a 
show.  Besides his caring and supportive fam-
ily, knowing that another OGCA meeting was 
right around the corner gave him great strength 
and energy.  

His many friends at OGCA will miss him great-
ly, but take solace in the impact you and the 
club had on this interesting member.  

Sherman and Janice 
at an OGCA banquet

With friends at 
an NRA Annual Meeting
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We are pleased to announce more prize 
money for the Annual Display Show total-
ing $6,500 plus four Minuteman Freedom 
bronzes valued at over $4,000 each.  Ad-
ditionally, the cash prize for Best First 
Time Displayer has increased from $100 
to $500 this year. That’s because the 2018 
Display Show Committee led by director 
Ralf Eyster wants to give an extra incen-
tive to those of you who have never done 
a display before!  The 2018 theme couldn’t 
make it any easier for members to partici-
pate, “Show & Tell Among Members.”  It 
crosses all time periods, every manufac-
turer and all regions of the world. 

All you need to do to get started is request 
a Display Show Information Packet 
from the Business Office (330) 467-5733 
or ogca@ogca.com or from Ralf Eyster 
at M-19 at the March meeting. It includes 
rules, tips and a sample Judges Work-
sheet. By reading the Judges Worksheet 
you will be able to know exactly what you 
need to do to win. For example, did you 
know that simply having a clear title for 
your display is worth 10 points out of 200?

Our 2018 distinguished panel of judges in-
cludes Charles B. Layson, Logan Metesh 
and Ashley Hlebinsky, who is also our 
keynote banquet speaker. Ashley Hle-
binsky is the Robert W. Woodruff Cura-
tor of the Cody Firearms Museum at the 
Buffalo Bill Center of the West. She man-

ages over 8,000 firearms, ranging from 
the 1200s through modern day.  Prior to 
this, she researched in the Smithsonian 
Institution’s National Firearms Collection. 
Hlebinsky earned her B.A. and M.A. in 
American History and Museum Studies, 
focusing her research on the perception of 
firearms in culture. In addition to her duties 
as curator, Hlebinsky is President of The 
Gun Code where she serves as a firearms 
consultant, an expert witness, a freelance 
firearms writer, an NRA Certified firearms 
instructor, an international lecturer, an on-
camera firearms historian, and a television 
producer.  

Prior OGCA Display Show Judge, Charles 
B. Layson is co-founder of Antique and 
Modern Firearms of Lexington, Kentucky 
since 1974. He is a director and founding 
member of the Colt Collector’s Association 
and contributing author to the Rampant 
Colt magazine. Charles is also a contrib-
uting author, editor and appraiser for the 
Blue Book of Gun Values. He is an advi-
sor and “on call” appraiser for the Frazier 
Historical Arms Museum and the Kentucky 
firearms collection at Fort Harrod Pioneer 
Park. In addition, he is a volunteer do-
cent at the Cody Firearms Museum.  A life 
member, Charles can always be found at 
his tables in row “H” at our meetings. 

OGCA member Logan Metesh rounds out 
our panel of judges.  He is the Firearms 

Specialist for the NRA Museums, where 
he helps with the needs of their 3 facilities 
and interacts with almost 100 NRA-affiliat-
ed gun collector clubs. Before coming to 
the NRA, Logan worked for the National 
Park Service and the Smithsonian Institu-
tion. He has a B.A. in Historic Preservation 
with a concentration in Museum Studies 
and resides in the Shenandoah Valley of 
Virginia. 

Let’s put these accomplished judges to 
work! Exhibiting has many fringe benefits 
including meeting other interesting mem-
bers and learning new information in a 
way that you would otherwise rarely en-
counter.  Watching your wallet? That is no 
excuse - the first display table is free, ad-
ditional tables are at a reduced price and 
it includes a ticket to the Saturday night 
banquet. 

OGCA Director Nominations Open in March
If it seems like we just completed the 
OGCA election cycle, we did.  You elected 
four quality directors and I congratulate 
Charles Benton, Tom Bowersox, Sean Mc-
Carter and Tony Zinsmayer.

The next election cycle begins in March 
and we need your support again.  We 

need strong, committed candidates for the 
Board of Directors. A candidate or direc-
tor must be an active OGCA member for 
at least 5 years and a resident of Ohio. 
Nominations open at the March meeting 
and close at the end of the May meeting.  
Interviews will be conducted in July. The 
Annual Election will be in November.   All 

interested candidates may see me for the 
required paperwork at tables J 4-5 (orange 
flag) or call me at (937) 289-1333.

Sincerely,

Fred Kolb, First Vice President

You (Yes, You) Are Wanted for the May 2018 Display Show

For a Display Show  
Info Packet call or 
email the Business 

Office TODAY:  
(330) 467-5733  

ogca@ogca.com

The May meeting fills up fast. 
Please get your 

  Info Packet and 
 reserve your exhibit 

tables ASAP.

A Few Distinguished Visitors at Recent Meetings

Senator Bob Portman (r) is a regular at OGCA.  
Above, with Fred Kolb and Tim Inwood at the 

November meeting.    

Tim Inwood greets U.S. Senate candidate 
Mike Gibbons, who came to the November 

and January meetings.  

Frank Becker 
with Jon Husted
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ALL TICKETS WILL BE MAILED IN CARE OF:

Name: ____________________________________   
Member #: __________________
Address: _________________________________
                 _________________________________
City: _____________________________________
State: ____________              Zip:_____________
Daytime Phone: ___________________________

Email: ____________________________________

 Return to:
OGCA P. O. Box 670406, Sagamore Hills, OH 44067  

Phone: (330) 467-5733   Fax: (330) 467-5793   
Email: ogca@ogca.com 

Members and your invited guests, we 
have a fascinating keynote speaker and 
a great new menu this year for the An-
nual Banquet so save the date and join 
us Saturday evening May 19, 2018 in the 
lobby of the Holiday Inn at the Roberts 
Centre Complex. We look forward to this 
special evening where members, friends 
and family gather for a great meal and 
camaraderie. You will love the conve-
nience of the show and banquet all lo-
cated on the same premisses. Walk right 
over to the hotel lobby beginning at 5:15 
PM for Cocktail hour with a cash bar to 
start things off before the 6 PM dinner. 

MENU: This years buffet selection will 
take on an elegant Italian flare consisting 
of Tossed Garden Salad, Seasonal Fruit 

Salad, Rosemary Herb Redskin Potatoes, 
Green Beans, Chicken Marsala, Lasagna, 
and Apple Cobbler for dessert!  After-
words, enjoy the keynote speech, and 
the Display Show Awards presentation 

KEYNOTE: Ashley Hlebinsky, Curator of 
the Cody Firearms Museum will deliver 
the keynote address.  Hlebinsky is in her 

sixth year with the 
Buffalo Bill Center 
of the West, and 
assumed the cu-
rator position in 
January 2015. She 
is an international 
lecturer, holds a 
masters degree in 
American History 

and Museum Studies and spent 3 years 
researching the Smithsonian’s National 
Firearms Collection. She will also serve 
as a Display Show judge (see prior page).

Get your tickets early! Seats are limited 
and we always sell out.  This casual event 
will be general seating only, so take the 
opportunity to sit with and make new 
friends. 

PRICE: Adult dinner, $25.00 each, Chil-
dren 6-12, $10.00 each and Children age 
5 and under are free.  

Return the reservation form 
below with payment ASAP, but no 

later than April 30, 2018. 

Date Received in Office ________________
 

Akn. Mailed ________________

  
Authorization #_________________ & Date __________________

 Wristband Tickets:  ADULT_________         CHILDREN___________
                     

Retain top portion for your records

Complete and return with payment no later than April 30th, 2018!  (Tickets must be reserved in advance.)

 Adult Dinner(s)  _______  X  $25.00              =   ________

 Children age 6-12 _______ X  $10.00            =   ________

 Children age 5 and under   _______             =   no charge

 Check/MO/Credit Card Grand Total:              $   ________

 Check #_______________

                             Visa, MasterCard or Discover  

 #:___________________________________________________ 

 EXP. (Mo/Yr)_____/_____ Last 3 Digits (CVV Back of card) _______ 

 Card Holders Name: __________________________________

 SIGNATURE _________________________________________

Annual Member’s Recognition Banquet

Tickets ordered _________ Date maileded_________ Check # _____________

Our dear friend and Life member, Charlie 
Sigers has left us with only the memory of his 
great smile, can-do attitude and friendly pres-
ence at the meeting hall.  Charlie was the lon-
gest serving employee of OGCA.  He never 
missed a show up until his sudden illness this 
fall.  

Charlie worked at Veterans Memorial Hall, our 
former Columbus home, for over 40 years, re-
tiring as head of Custodians and Housekeep-
ing. He followed OGCA to the I-X Center and 
then to the Roberts Centre as porter for our 
members and Information Desk attendant. 
Charlie was also an important member of the 

OGCA registration set up and tear down team. 
He was the all-around handy man, and was 
ready and willing to do whatever was needed. 

Born in Alabama, Charlie resided in Colum-
bus. He loved Cadillacs, traveling, and was 
known for pulling jokes.  A sports fan, he es-
pecially loved the Browns and Michigan State 
University football.  While his OGCA comrades 
rooted for the Buckeyes, he stood up tall for 
the Spartans. Charlie was married to his wife 
Patsy for 51 years. He had 4 kids, 15 grand-
children, and 8 great grandchildren.

We miss you, Charlie!

In Memory of Charles Sigers 1939 - 2017

Ashley Hlebinsky

Banquet 

FORM
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 N. E. Ohio MAY Bus -  Buy A Seat For Your Guest....Guest Pass Fee Waived. 

Proud to be a 50 year 
Gold Member

Mail to:  
OGCA EXPRESS, P.O. Box 670406, 

Sagamore Hills, OH 44067

Northern Ohio members, take the OGCA 
Express and bring along your non-member 
friends, uncle, brother, or the lucky person 
who is inheriting your gun collection to the 
May meeting and enjoy the Annual Display 
Show!  With paid bus seats for you and 
your sponsored guest(s), their Guest Pass 
fee ($10) will be waived for entry into the 
show. 

Reserve your bus seats by filling out the 
form below or call the Business Office at 
330-467-5733 and then, simply mail in the 
Guest Pass form (page 11 of this news-
letter) completed by you and your guest 
to the Business Office no later than May 
15th, 2018 to be eligible. (Include a note 
that you have reserved seats on the OGCA 
Express for you and your guest(s).) When 
you arrive Saturday morning at the Rob-
erts Centre, pick up the advance Guest 
Pass(s) at the Security Desk in the lobby.  

Due to the cost of the charter rental, 

we must increase the passenger price 
to just $25 per person. This is  a great 
value for a comfortable round trip and is 
still a very small fraction of the remain-
ing rental balance that OGCA covers to 
keep this great service for our members.  
We need and appreciate your continued 
support!  

Reserve your seats early! We had a full  

bus last year. Mail completed form to: 
OGCA, P.O. Box 670406, Sagamore Hills, 
OH 44067.  Or, call us at (330) 467-5733 
to reserve via credit card.  Refunds will not 
be issued for cancellations on or after May 
11th, 2018. 

Detailed instructions will be mailed to you  
two weeks prior to the trip.  Buses board 
at 5:45 AM at Barons Bus Garage 12800 
Brookpark Rd., Cleveland, and will return 
you to your car at approximately 7:30 PM. 
Parking is free and the bus is newer and 
comfortable with rest rooms, free wi-fi, and 
undercarriage storage. 

The bus must leave prior to the banquet so 
please do not reserve tickets for the ban-
quet if taking the bus. 

Bring a guest, your spouse, minor child or 
grandchild and relax on The OGCA Ex-
press! We hope to see you in May!

Office Use

Ck#/ Auth. _________
 Date Rec. _________

 OGCA EXPRESS RESERVATION FORM - MAY 19, 2018
MEMBER NAME ______________________________________ MEMBER #______________

PHONE NUMBER (____)_______________     EMAIL ______________________________

MAILING ADDRESS (only if it has changed) _______________________________________
                                                                       
                                                                       _______________________________________   
Will a non-member guest be accompanying you to the May meeting? Yes ____. If “yes”, be sure to include note with their 
Guest Pass that you have reserved bus seats.  
MAY 19, 2018 OGCA EXPRESS    # ________  Seats x $25.00 for the 5/19/18 Trip - Total  $___________
   
Visa/MasterCard/Discover #_______________________________________ 
EXP. Date _____/______/______  3 Digit Code _______
Authorized Signature (for credit card) _________________________________

One of many 
buses in the 
Barons fleet.

If you received this newsletter, your dues 
are paid. Thank you for keeping your 
membership current. We need and ap-
preciate your support! 
 
Please remind friends and those you’ve 
sponsored to check their current badge. 
If it reads “2017” their membership is 
expired as of December 31, 2017. They 
may mail a check to the Business Office, 
pay online at www.ogca.com by selecting 
“Pay Dues Here” link, or call (330) 467-
5733 to pay over the phone with Visa, 
Mastercard or Discover. 

Likewise, if you our your OGCA friend is 
moving or have recently moved, be sure 
to contact the Business Office.

1-year dues:            $40 
1-year Active Duty   Military: Free  
(Enclose rank, branch, duty station)

3-year dues:             $95 
5-year dues:             $150 
Life Membership:       $700
Sr. Life (65 yrs.+):      $400
(Enclose proof of age)

Dues must be current to retain member-
ship, receive the newsletter and have en-
try into the meeting hall.  Those not paid 
by March 31st, 2018 must pay a minimum 
of 3 years dues in order to be reinstated. 

Fifty-year member Tom Huizinga 
receives his Gold Badge from Carole 

Kyser at the November Meeting.   
Congrats, and thank you, Tom!

Remind Those You Know to Pay Their Dues
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The Life and Times of a Western Pennsylvania Militia Musket
Copyright © 2017 by David H. Hanes

David H. Hanes of Erie Pennsylvania is our 
special guest speaker for the March meet-
ing.  This 16-year member will offer three 
45 minute lectures over the weekend on 
a musket that had belonged to a member 
of a Pennsylvania militia unit that guarded 
Commodore Oliver Hazard Perry’s Erie 
shipyards during construction of his Ameri-
can fleet in 1813.  Don’t miss this chance 
to hear the story of the only known regi-
mental-marked militia musket with a prov-
en connection to the Battle of Lake Erie. 
The presentation is free and members are 
encouraged to bring guests.  In addition, 
David will bring back his award-winning 
2016 Annual Display Show exhibit “A Well 
Regulated Militia...In Defense of Perry’s 
Fleet” which can be viewed throughout the 
meeting in the center of the hall against 
the wall.   

Background
Unlike our British opponents, the fire-
arms with which we fought and won the 
American Revolution (1775-1783) were 
anything but uniform. The standard Brit-
ish land force weapons were the 0.75 
caliber Long Land and Short Land Pat-
tern “Brown Bess” muskets. American 
combatants, on the other hand, brought 
whatever they could to the fray. There 
was no national armory from which to 
produce nor arsenal from which to draw 
standardized military grade weapons, 
indeed, throughout the American Revo-
lutionary War, American martial firearms 
came from various sources: personal 
weapons, raids on British arsenals, con-
fiscation from Tories, a variety of Euro-
pean arms, commissioned “Committee of 
Safety” muskets, and battlefield pickups.
The arms situation changed dramatically, 
however, when the French be-
gan supplying firearms, at first 
surreptitiously, then openly af-
ter 1777. This arm was their 
0.69 caliber Model 1763 (and 
its later variants) “Charleville.” 
During the course of the war 
the French would supply many 
thousands of these arms to 
Americans, thereby not only 
effecting the final outcome, but 
influencing American martial 
firearms design for decades to 
come.
In the John Trumbull painting 
The Death of General Mer-
cer at the Battle of Princeton, 
January 3, 1777 notice that no 

American firearms are depicted. Rath-
er, Americans are shown fighting with 
swords alone and will presumably arm 
themselves with muskets of the fallen 
British after Washington saves the day. 
Why Trumbull chose to depict Americans 

without firearms is a curiosity. Perhaps in 
the postbellum era Trumbull felt it impor-
tant to memorialize the arms disparity be-
tween combatants, or perhaps he meant 
it as a reminder that we were still woefully 
unequipped and dependent on foreign 

nations for firepower. In any event, Trum-
bull captured the essence of one common 
fighting tactic born of necessity: hand to 
hand combat, sans firearms.

Martial Gun Manufacturing 
Begins in the US
The year 1793, ten years after the end of 
the American Revolutionary War ended, 
would find the French embroiled in a rev-
olution of their own and again at war with 
England. Secretary of War Henry Knox 
assessed the arms situation and what he 
found was not good. Precious few arms 
were found suitable for service, and these 
included a mixture of French and British 
muskets and therefore not of uniform cali-
ber, a critical consideration in the logistics 
of war.

Further, the 1790’s would usher in the 
beginning of the American two-party 
system. The pro-British Hamiltonian 
Federalists would rise to power over 
the French-leaning Jeffersonian Repub-
licans. This internal power struggle in 
America begged the question with re-
gard to martial firearms: If we are to rely 
on a European supplier of firearms, from 
whom would we obtain those firearms? 
As it turned out, instead of an ally, the 
US would almost go to war with France 
in the so-called Quasi-War (1798-1800). 
At the same time, the British govern-
ment would refuse to allow Ketland, 

a major firearms manufactory, to fulfill a 
10,000 arms contract with the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania.
Considering the condemnable state of 
arms and perhaps anticipating our politi-
cal dilemma with regard to European al-
liances, in 1794 Congress approved the 

construction of two federal 
armories for the purpose of 
manufacturing small arms. 
The locations chosen were 
the already-existing Spring-
field, Massachusetts arsenal 
and Harpers Ferry, Virginia, 
the latter location chosen pre-
sumably to be nearer Wash-
ington, DC.  These armories 
began production in 1795 and 
1800, respectively.
Because our national defense 
was still heavily dependent 
upon militia, and because the 
nascent federal armory sys-
tem was not yet fully operation-
al, parallel arms procurement 

David Hanes at the 2016 Annual Display Show. His 
Baker musket won the 2016 Thomas L. Kyser Best 

Single Gun Award as well as an NRA Gun Collectors 
Affiliate Silver Medallion.

Militia Musket Presentation 
by David H. Hanes 

Saturday, March 10
11 AM    and    4:30 PM

Sunday, March 11th, 10 AM
The Roberts Centre
Hamilton Conference Room  

(Left off the Main Lobby as you enter the 
building, or enter near row E.)

ALL MEMBERS AND GUESTS INVITED

The Death of General Mercer at the Battle of Princeton,
January 3, 1777 by John Trumbull

Ck#/ Auth. _________
 Date Rec. _________
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measures were taken. Most notably, the 
United States government along with the 
Commonwealths of Virginia and Penn-
sylvania procured arms from alternate 
sources. In 1794 and 1798 contracts, the 
U.S. government solicited nearly thirty 
private gunmakers to manufacture ap-
proximately 47,000 arms (of which 
perhaps one-half were ever made).  
In Virginia’s 1797 legislative act, Vir-
ginia authorized the construction of 
their own state armory at Richmond 
and also secured arms from several 
private contractors. Private contrac-
tors also supplied arms to other 
states and for individual sales. All of 
the armory and contract muskets in 
this period, variances among manu-
facturers notwithstanding, are of the 
period-termed “Charleville Pattern” 
or “Charleville Musket” design.

Pennsylvania Militia Muskets
The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
Arms Procurement Act of 1797 autho-
rized the procurement of 20,000 mus-
kets, of which 19,900 were contracted to 
fifteen gunmakers, all in Pennsylvania. As 
mentioned previously, an order for 10,000 
muskets was initially awarded to Ketland, 
but the British government correctly pre-
dicted that no good could come from that 
and squashed the deal. The order was 
subsequently distributed to other Penn-
sylvania gun manufacturers.
The list of Commonwealth of Pennsylva-
nia (CP) contractors is shown in the table 
below, the left side being the original con-
tractors, the right side being the replace-
ment contractors for the cancelled British 
order. To the perceptive eye, this list will 
reveal two peculiarities with one of the 
contractors. First, the contractor himself: 
Albert Gallatin was the only non-gunmak-
er to earn an arms contract. Second, the 
county where Gallatin’s guns were made: 
Fayette County, south of Pittsburgh near 
the Virginia (now West Virginia) state 

line, is primarily a wilderness circa 1800. 
Fayette County is the only site listed lying 
west of the Alleghenies, the others are all 
clustered about the traditional gun mak-
ing region of Southeast Pennsylvania. So 
to what can we attribute these anoma-
lies?

Albert Gallatin
To tell the Albert Gallatin story let us first 
retrace Lewis and Clark’s adventure up 
the Missouri River to Western Montana. 
Our journey would reveal what the Corp 
of Discovery found in 1805: At one point 
the Missouri River splits into three forks, 
all roughly the same size, and clearly 
none large enough to provide the North-
west Passage that they hoped to find. 
Concluding that the Missouri River effec-
tively ended here, they named the three 
forks: the Jefferson, for the President and 
sire of their adventure; the Madison, after 
the Secretary of State; and the Gallatin. 
So who was Albert Gallatin, and what role 
did he play in securing an arms contract 
in Western Pennsylvania?
Today, the Swiss-born Albert Gallatin 
(1761-1849) is perhaps one of the less-
er known of our founding fathers but he 
served an eclectic career in both public 
and private service. A short list of his ac-
complishments includes: U.S. Senator 
from Pennsylvania (1793-94); U.S. 
House of Representatives from 

Pennsylvania’s 12th Dis-
trict (1795-1801); Secre-
tary of Treasury (1801-
1814) under Jefferson and 
Madison, becoming the lon-
gest serving Secretary of the 
Treasury in our nation’s history; 
Ambassador to both France 
(1816-1823) and Great Britain 
(1826-27); co-founder of New 
York University; president of 
the National Bank in New York 
City; and his career-long study 
of Native American language 
and culture led to his found-

ing of the American Ethnological Society, 
earning him the sobriquet “the father of 
American ethnology.”
Albert Gallatin also established the town 
of New Geneva near where the Monon-
gahela and Cheat Rivers join in South-
western Pennsylvania, just a few miles 

north of the present West Virginia 
line. Gallatin wanted to establish a 
community for expatriated French 
who were escaping the ravages of 
the French Revolution. His estate, 
Friendship Hill, now a National His-
torical Site, lies about 25 miles from 
Fort Necessity.
During Congressman Gallatin’s ten-
ure he was awarded a contract to 
build muskets under the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania Arms Pro-
curement Act of 1797 (q.v.). Not a 
gunmaker himself, he subcontract-
ed to Melchor Baker, a gunmaker in 

his district, in the New Geneva area. This 
apparent conflict of interest would not 
have been considered improper for the 
time and so was not questioned.

The Melchor Baker Musket
Melchor Baker produced at least 1200 
guns for the Gallatin contract. An edu-
cated estimate among CP musket col-
lectors is there are perhaps ten of the 
Baker muskets extant. The musket de-
scribed herein is one of those 1200. This 
musket bears strong resemblance to the 
Charleville pattern, and along with the 
barrel proof mark of a Liberty Cap over 
a ‘P’, indicates it was an early CP.  Lat-
er manufacturers of CP’s would follow 
Springfield’s lead in changing to an eagle 
head proof mark and also by eliminating 
some of the stylistic features (e.g., ham-
mer spur and flash pan curls). The lock 
plate is stamped “M:Baker”, “CP” stamps 
appear on both the lock plate and barrel 

per Pennsylvania con-
tract specifications, 

and the “T” inspec-
tion mark, deeply 
struck on the left 
side of the stock 

Lock plate stamped 
with “M:Baker” and “CP”

Above: Liberty Cap 
over a ‘P’, indicates it 
was made prior to 
1802.
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near the side 
plate indicates 
a known in-
spector, Jo-
seph Torrence, 
inspected the 
musket prior 
to 1802. The 
stock has a 
p r o m i n e n t 
“133” on the 

right side indicating 133rd Pennsylva-
nia Volunteer Regiment, and a “44” is 
stamped on the top of the stock near 
the butt plate. The modified 1816-style 
bayonet also has a “44” stamped on the 
socket. The muzzle of the gun has been 
filed down to accommodate the later 
model bayonet, and while the bayonet is 
not original to the gun, it appears the two 
were fitted and match-marked later, but 
during their period of use.

Forming the Pennsylvania Militia 
Regiments
In 1807 the Pennsylvania Militia Act, “An 
Act for the Regulation of the Militia of 
the Commonwealth,” took the 131 exist-
ing independent state militia regiments, 
added a few more, then organized them 
into sixteen divisions. The Sixteenth Divi-
sion was formed from seven burgeoning 
northwestern counties (Beaver, Butler, 
Crawford, Erie, Mercer, Venango and 
Warren) and included eight militia regi-
ments numbered 132 thru 139. The 133rd 
Regiment was one of eight regiments in 
this division, consisting primarily of vol-
unteers from Crawford County. While this 
area of Pennsylvania was still mostly wil-
derness, until the War of 1812 there was 
little threat from Native Americans or the 
British, so no noteworthy activity occurred 
for the first several years after the forma-
tion of the division. This, however, would 
change in 1813.

Perry Builds and Launches the 
Fleet
There are several 
reasons given for 
the United States 
declaring war 
on Great Britain, 
among which the 
upper Great Lakes 
region figured 
prominently. Great 
Britain had violated 
American sover-
eignty by refusing to surrender western 
forts as promised in the Treaty of Paris, 
and to help them defend their holdings, 

they were providing arms and goods to 
Native Americans. American imperialists, 
on the other hand, were intent on having 
the British expelled entirely from the con-
tinent. 
Because of the great natural barrier that 
is Niagara Falls, Canada was geographi-
cally split in two. Lower Canada was ac-
cessible directly from the Atlantic Ocean 
by the Saint Lawrence River and Lake 
Ontario, and until the War of 1812, the 
British freely plied those waters. Upper 
Canada was accessible by a continuum 
of this system, but by difficult portage 
around the falls; otherwise access could 
only be from the Ohio River tributaries 
rising in the North. It  was clear to both 
combatants, control of the Old Northwest 
and Upper Canada would require access 
to and control of Lake Erie.
For control of Lake Erie, warships would 
have to be built above Niagara Falls.  
Presque Isle Bay at Erie, Pa. was the 
American choice for construction of Oli-
ver Hazard Perry’s fleet as its excellent 
natural harbor offered protection from 
the frequent sudden storms that blow up 
on shallow Lake Erie, and because the 
submerged sand bar barrier that all but 
enclosed the peninsula to the mainland 
prevented entry by ships of heavy draft. 

Notwithstanding the strategic value of its 
natural harbor and the virtually unlimited 
supply of timber available for shipbuild-
ing, in 1813 Erie was a lake port com-
munity of about 500 people carved out 
of the wilderness with little manufacturing 
or shipbuilding capabilities. Therefore, 
all manufactured products from nails to 
sails had to be brought from at least as 
far as the nascent iron-making town of 
Pittsburgh, and for armament, from as 
far as Philadelphia. From Pittsburgh what 
followed was a difficult 120 mile traverse 
up the Allegheny River to French Creek, 
to Le Boeuf Creek at Waterford, then a fif-
teen mile portage to Erie. Six ships were 
built in Erie, including Perry’s two largest 
ships, the brigs Niagara and Lawrence, 
and all were completed by late spring 
1813.
While British Commander Robert H. Bar-

clay’s fleet could not challenge Perry 
during the building of the fleet due to the 
sandbar that gated the channel entrance 
to Presque Isle Bay, there was much 
concern that British infantry could march 
overland from either west or east to at-
tack and destroy the fleet before it ever 
put to sea. To counter this threat, Perry 
appealed to General Mead, 16th Penn-
sylvania Militia Division commander, 
based in Meadville on French Creek:

Erie (Penn) April 16, 1813.
Sir:
I am this moment informed that power is vested 
in you to call out the militia for the defense of 
this place. You doubtless are acquainted that 
there is a number of vessels of war building 
here, and that there is no force to protect them. 
The Navigation is now nearly open between 
this and Malden and from the importance to 
the enemy to destroy those vessels, we may con-
fidently expect they will attempt it. Should they 
succeed it will be an everlasting disgrace to the 
country as well as an irremediable loss. If you 
feel yourself at liberty to order on one hundred 
men, it would in my opinion add much to our 
security.

Very Respectfully
I am Sir,

O. H. Perry
Com. Of U.S. Naval Forces 
on Lake Erie
Major General David Mead 

Therefore, in the spring of 1813 the 16th 
Division under General David Mead was 
called upon to protect the shipyard at Erie 
while Perry built and readied his fleet for 
battle. Mead’s response in broadside 
(presumably) and in the Crawford Mes-
senger (Meadville) newspaper article, if 
not immediate, was a masterpiece of pro-
paganda:

Citizens to Arms!
 Your state is invaded. The enemy 
has arrived at Erie threatening to destroy 
our navy and the town. His course, hitherto 
marked with rapine and fire wherever he 
touched our shore, must be arrested. The 
cries of infants and women, of the aged and 
infirm, the devoted victims of the enemy and 
his savage allies, call on you for defense and 
protection. Your honor, your property, your 
all require you to march immediately to the 
scene of action. Arms and ammunition will 
be furnished to those who have none, at the 
place of rendezvous near to Erie and every 
exertion will be made for your subsistence 
and accommodation.
 Your services to be useful must 
be rendered immediately. The delay of an 
hour may be fatal to your country in securing 
the enemy in his plunder and favoring his 
escape.

DAVID MEAD
Maj. General 16th D.P.M.

July 20, 1813
Lock plate stamped 
with “M:Baker” and “CP”

 “T” inspection mark, deeply 
struck on the left side of the 
stock near the side plate indi-
cates a known inspector, 
Joseph Torrence
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        (Print legibly and sign)

        (Print legibly and sign)

Over the Bar
Erie was not under invasion, for the 
overland threat never materialized. But  
Mead’s appeal was effective and the 16th 
Division turned out. It is unclear why there 
was such a long time gap between Per-
ry’s 16 April request and Mead’s 20 July 
response. No record exists of a timely 
reply from Mead, nor do the Pennsylva-
nia Archives show muster roles (payment 
records) before the 20 July call-to-arms 
from Mead.  Mead’s action occurred after 
the fleet was seaworthy but still vulner-
able to land attack inside the peninsula. 
The 20 July date coincides with Perry’s 
plan to put to sea and engage Barclay. 
One may speculate that Mead stood 
ready to respond after Perry’s 16 April re-
quest and would have had ample time to 
muster his troops should the British begin 
an overland march, but because planting 
season was imminent the farmer-soldiers 
were kept home so as not to miss the crit-
ical planting season, fundamental to their 
existence. 
What Perry needed after 20 July, how-
ever, was assistance in getting his brigs 
over the sand bar. The sand bar was a 
barrier that worked two ways, at once 
both a protective gate and a prison gate. 
What helped make Presque Isle Bay 
one of the only secure sites in which to 
build a fleet on enemy-held Lake Erie 
now created a major tactical problem 
– Barclay could have his way with Perry 
as Perry struggled to get the two brigs 
over the bar. Perry wrote another letter to 
Mead:

U. States Sloop of war Lawrence,
off Erie, August 7, 1813.

Sir – I beg leave to express to you the great ob-
ligations I consider myself under for the ready, 
prompt and efficient service rendered by the 
militia under your command, in assisting us in 
getting the squadron over the bar at the mouth 
of the harbor, and request that you will accept, 
sir, the assurance that I shall always recollect 
with pleasure, the alacrity with which you re-
paired with your division to the defence of the 
public property at this place, on the prospect of 
an invasion.

With great respect
I am. Sir,

Your obedient servant,
O. H. Perry.

Major General David Mead
Pennsylvania Militia, Erie.

Commander Perry expressed his grati-
tude to General Mead for his “… defence  

… on the prospect of an invasion” indi-
cating the clear threat of an overland in-
vasion existed for the duration of Perry’s 
sojourn in Erie, and was arguably pre-
vented from happening by the strong lo-
cal threat potential of Mead’s Division, 
even if not actively on duty. Perry also 
thanked Mead for his assistance in clear-
ing the bar, which was only nine feet be-
low the surface at the channel entrance. 
Using camels, or floats lashed to both 
sides of the hull, raising a ship required 
significant manpower provided courtesy 
of Mead’s militia. It is a curiosity of history 
that Barclay was not present while Perry 
lie exposed, allowing Perry to escape to 
the open sea to do battle.
From 20 July through mid-August, when 
Perry was finally clear of the bar, Mead’s 
16th Division was on site, including 230 
officers and men of the 133rd Regiment 
under LTC Samuel Gowdy.

The Battle of Lake Erie

Perry was in need of both sailors and ma-
rines to man the ships, so the militia again 
stepped up to fill the void. Pennsylvania 
volunteers would soon find themselves 
engaged in the most important and blood-
iest sea battle of the war. Details of this 
pivotal battle are beyond the scope of this 
work, however, the service of the militia 
on the ships under Perry’s command was 
honored by the Government of Pennsyl-
vania with silver “Perry” medals which 
bear the tribute: “TO (name of soldier en-
graved) IN TESTIMONY OF HIS PATRI-
OTISM AND BRAVERY IN THE NAVAL 
ACTION ON LAKE ERIE  SEPTEMBER 
10, 1813”. These metals were issued 
only to Pennsylvania residents who saw 
action in the battle, and approximately 39 
were struck.
Perry’s final letter to Mead, written six 
weeks after the Battle of Lake Erie and 
two weeks after the Battle of Thames, 
where Harrison defeated British General 
Henry Proctor and Tecumseh’s Indian 
Confederacy:

Erie, October 22, 1813
Dear Sir – It may be some satisfaction to you 
and your deserving corps, to be informed that 

you did not leave your harvest fields in August 
last, for the defence of this place, without cause.
 Since the capture of gen. Proctor’s bag-
gage, by gen. Harrison, it is ascertained beyond 
doubt, that an attack was, at the time, mediated 
on Erie; and the design was frustrated only by 
the failure, in gen. Vincent, to furnish the num-
ber of troops promised and deemed necessary.

I have the honor to be,
Dear Sir,

Your obedient servant,
O. H. Perry.

Major General David Mead, 
Meadville,

The Battle of Lake Erie was pivotal in al-
lowing America to regain control of Detroit 
and access to the Northwest frontier. That 
no shots were fired in anger during their 
land service belies the point of a home 
guard, for Perry was unmolested while 
building and launching his fleet. Perry’s 
expression of gratitude is an acknowl-
edgement of the value of the militia in 

both preventing a land invasion and in 
serving as marines during that famous 
battle.

Copyright © 2017 by David H. Hanes

David Hanes is an accomplished an-
tique firearms collector and has spoken 
on this interesting topic at museums 
and related events.  Both his 2016 and 

2017 Annual Display Show exhibits have 
taken fantastic awards.  We look forward 
to his seminar presentations on this his-
toric musket at the March meeting. The 
presentation will be offered three times as 
posted on page 7 and is appropriate for 
all ages.  Each 45 minute presentation will 
be followed by a 15 minute Q&A session 
in The Roberts Centre’s Hamilton Confer-
ence room.  (Take a left off the lobby of the 
Roberts Centre before you enter the main 
hall.)  No registration is necessary - first 
come first served. 
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Meeting 
   Hall 

The Roberts Centre 
123 Gano Road, Wilmington, OH 45177 
(800) 654-7038.  I-71 at Exit 50 (U.S. 68). 

North of and visible from interstate.    
Directions at www.ogca.com

  
   Meeting Hours

     Saturday 
    8 am - 5 pm 

   
  Sunday 

   8 am - 2 pm

  Hotels 
1) Headquarters Hotel: Holiday Inn at 
Roberts Centre  123 Gano Road., Wilmington, 
OH 45177 (937) 283-3200 or (800) 654-7036 $115 + 
tax. Check in 3 PM. 24-hour cancellation. Two-night 
minimum.  SOLD OUT
2) General Denver Hotel (6 mi) 81 W. Main St., 
Wilmington, OH. Present OGCA badge for $20 discount 
off per room per night. Mention OGCA  when making 
reservations. Historic Inn (937) 383-4141. 
3) Hampton Inn & Suites 201 Holiday Dr., 
Wilmington. (937) 382-4400 (7 mi) Ask for the OGCA 
10% discount when making reservations.  
4) Holiday Inn Express 155 Holiday Dr., 
Wilmington (937) 382-5858 (7 mi)  Ask for the OGCA 
10% discount when making reservations.
5) Wilmington Inn 909 Fife Ave., Wilmington, 
OH (937) 382-6000 (12 mi.).
6) Hampton Inn WCH 11484 Allen Rd., NW, 
Jeffersonville. (740) 948-9499 (15  mi.) 1-71 at Exit 65. 
South outlet mall.  $95 + tax. 
7) Baymount Inn & Suites 11431 Allen Rd. NW, 
Jeffersonville, OH 43128  (740) 948-2104 (15 mi).   I-71 
Exit 65.  Outlet mall. $69 + tax.
8) Fairfield Inn/ Marriott (15 mi) 11349 Allen 
Road NW, Jeffersonville, OH, 43128, I-71 Exit 65. (740) 
948-9305. Mention OGCA $85.00 plus tax. (Limited no. 
of rooms at this rate. Reserve early.)
9) Quality Inn WCH 10160 Carr Rd. NW, 
Jeffersonville, OH 43128. (740) 426-6400  (19 mi.)  
North outlet mall. 1-71 Exit  69. 
10) Holiday Inn Express WCH (26 mi.) 101 
Courthouse Pky, Washington Court House, OH 43160. 
(740) 335-9310. I-71 at exit 65 (US 35) (26 miles from 
hall.) 
11) Mariott, (30 mi) 9664 South Mason Montgomery 
Rd, Mason, OH. I-71 exit 19, (513) 459-9800. $99 for 
OGCA  except in July..

Remember to 
follow all OGCA 
Rules for your 
safety and others.

Our new PAC Chairman Tony Zinsmayer 
is seeking raffle items for this years PAC 
Raffle.  If you have something of interest 
please see him at Tables M 10-11.  

Also, PAC has a new Campfire Mug at the 
PAC table. Have 
your morning Jo 
and feel good to 
know that the $8 
donation went 
towards support-
ing your Sec-
ond Amendment 
rights!

Pictured from left to right, are four of the 
five, 2017 PAC Raffle winners who picked 
up their prizes at the November 2017 
meeting: 1st place winner of the US Car-
bine, .30 Cal. Inland Mfg., Rodger Sand-
ers;  2nd prize winner of the Springfield 
Armory M-A1A .308 Nato Super Match, 
Krieger Heavy Barrel, Rebecca Huffman; 
3rd prize winner of the M-44 Hungarian 
Moisin Carbine Cal. 7.62 x 54, Jeff Otis, 
and Dan Schmidt, winner of the fourth 
prize Browning Buckmark .22 cal. Match 
Pistol. Congratulations to all and thank you 
for your support!

OGCA PAC 

43-year member Mark 
W. Long, 70, of Jack-
son, Ohio, passed 
away Oct. 2017. He 
was a 1965 graduate of 
Wellston High School 
and was a music enthu-

siast for rock songs from the 1960’s and 
1970’s, and one of the original members of 
the Apollos, a local band. Mark was a U.S. 
Army veteran in infantry and was in Korea 
during the Viet-Nam era. He retired from 
the Atomic Plant in 1996, where he was an 
engineer. He was a well-known local histo-
rian with his expertise in mining, railroads, 
and archaeology. He was in the process 
of writing a book about these subjects at 
the time of his death. In his spare time, he 
enjoyed hiking and collecting arrowheads 
and Civil War, WWI, and WWII memora-
bilia. He was a Benefactor Member of the 

NRA, a member of the Ohio Archaeology 
Society, and a member of the Hope United 
Methodist Church of Wellston.

Jeffrey Allen Mitten passed away on Jan 
7, 2017 after a lengthy bat-
tle with cancer. He was a 
17-year member and a col-
lector of Simpson Lugers, 
Army 45 Autos, 98K Maus-
er rifles and other firearms.  
His other loves were his 
Corvette, Harley motor cy-

cle and his passion for dogs.  He will be 
sadly missed by his father William Mitten 
a member almost five decades, family, 
friends and fellow members. 

We recently learned of the passing of John F. Scott 
of Pennsylvania.  Mr. Scott was a member an in-
credible 66 years.  More information to follow.

Passages

Reminder -  The following 
members are running for the 

NRA Board:

Bob Wos, OGCA PAC Treasurer 

Colonel Wayne Anthony Ross 

Edie Fleeman

Capt. John C. Sigler (Ret.)

Ronald Schmeits

Professor David G. Coy

Lt. Governor Mary Taylor with Director Timothy 
Inwood took time to visit with our members at 

the January Meeting. 



Page 16 Meeting Dates
2018

March 10-11
Roberts Centre, Wilmington, OH

May 19-20
Annual Display Show and Banquet

Roberts Centre, Wilmington, OH

July 14-15
Roberts Centre, Wilmington, OH

Rugers Owners Collectors Society (ROCS)

Sept. 8-9
Roberts Centre, Wilmington, OH

Winchester Arms Collectors Association

Nov. 17-18
Director Election

Roberts Centre, Wilmington, OH

2019
Jan. 12-13 

Roberts Centre, Wilmington, OH

March 9-10 
Roberts Centre, Wilmington, OH 

May 11-12
Annual Display Show and Banquet

Roberts Centre, Wilmington, OH

July 13-14
Roberts Centre, Wilmington, OH 

Sept. 14-15 
Roberts Centre, Wilmington, OH 

Nov. 23-24
Director Election

Roberts Centre, Wilmington, OH 

 2020
Jan. 11-12,

Roberts Centre, Wilmington, OH 

March 14-15
Roberts Centre, Wilmington, OH 

May 30-31
Annual Display Show and Banquet

Roberts Centre, Wilmington, OH 

July 18-19 
Roberts Centre, Wilmington, OH 

 

Sept. 12-13
Roberts Centre, Wilmington, OH 

Nov. 21-22
Director Election

Roberts Centre, Wilmington, OH 

Safety Reminders
For everyone’s safety, observe all federal 
firearms laws, and safety rules of OGCA. Ev-
ery firearm accident is avoidable and below are 
some of the most important rules to know before 
you go. We want everyone to enjoy their visit. 

1. Unload, deactivate, remove clips and mag-
azines before you leave home. 

2. Every firearm must be unloaded and inca-
pable of discharge of any type of projectile, 
bullet, etc. This includes airguns which 
may not be cocked, or charged with air. No 
loaded clips or magazines. No loaded 
CCWs (Concealed Carry Weapons.)

3. Bows and arrows are prohibited.
4. No accessories or parts to simulate full au-

tomatic fire. 
5. All firearms/airguns brought to the meeting 

hall must be presented at the Gun Tie Desk 
located at the entrance.

6. All firearms/airguns must be tied. (Gun ties  
are  available  at  the  Gun  Tie  desk. $.05 
each or 20 for $1.00. No one will be denied 
if you do not have the change.)

7. Never sign a Guest Pass or Membership 
Application for someone you don’t know! 

8. Be aware of your surroundings and read 
signs. Report safety concerns to OGCA 
Head of Security, Mark George, or Second 
VP, Sherm Kirkland, III. (N 4-5)

9. If a firearm is taken out of the hall and re-

turns to the hall it must be REINSPECTED 
and RE-TIED at the Gun Tie Desk.

10. If a Gun Tie is cut and removed for inspec-
tion by a potential buyer, the weapon must 
be RE-TIED by the seller before it is placed 
back on the table or before it leaves with 
the new owner. 

11. Anyone caught dealing in the parking lot 
will be suspended.

12. During set-up hours, only the Tableholder 
and one Helper are permitted. Helper must 
be a member and Friday night trading privi-
leges apply only to the Tableholder and do 
not extend to the Helper who is permitted 
into the hall to help with loading, unloading 
and/or watching your table. 

13. Applications for an Ohio Transient Vendor’s 
License are available at the Tables Desk in 
the lobby and by request to the Business 
Office.

14. You may sign a Membership Application for 
a friend only after you have been a member 
in good standing for one full year.

15. Cameras and recording devices are prohib-
ited without the permission of the president.

16. Alcohol is strictly prohibited by law! Viola-
tors will be escorted from the meeting hall 
and face prosecution.

17. Vehicles in fire lanes will be towed at the 
owner’s expense. This includes the Friday 
3 PM - 9 PM set up time! Tableholders must 
unload and promptly remove your vehicle. 

Forensic examiner and 35 year member C. 
Rodney James just released his latest book,  
Small-Bore Rimfire Rifles - A Guide For Us-
ers.  This book provides a starting point for 
the beginner as well as a current summary 
of the state of small-bore rifles, 
ammunition, and shooting for 
intermediate shooters. Small-
Bore Rimfire Rifles also points 
the way for those who want to 
venture into the more rarefied 
regions of upper-level com-
petitive, benchrest, and long-
range varmint shooting, plus 
that eternal search for the 
perfect rifle. 

This longtime member has 
m a n y  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s 
through his life despite the 
loss of both hands at the age 
of 15 as the result of an ac-
cident. He is a former film and 
television professor and writer of several 
novels and non firearm books. 

Rodney describes himself as an “accumula-
tor” and “researcher” rather than a “collec-

tor.”  Dr. James stated, “As a writer, OGCA 
is the best place for firearms research under 
one roof. I can meet people and handle a 
gun for research purposes that could not 
be accomplished anywhere else. I consider 

OGCA to be a wonderfully 
vast storehouse of informa-
tion. There is no other orga-
nization like it.” 
 
Get a copy and have it 
signed by Dr. James at the 
Annual Display Show this 
May 19-20, 2018. You will 
find C. Rodney James in the 
Authors Corner during the 
Annual Display Show along 
with many of our other mem-
ber/authors. 

ATTENTION FIREARM 
BOOK AUTHORS: 

If you have written a firearm 
related book and would like to participate 
in the Authors Corner at the Annual Dis-
play show, please contact the Business 
Office for more information: (330) 467-
5733 or ogca@ogca.com. 

Longtime Member Releases New Book

Meeting Stats 
Nov.

Tables 703 - Guest Passes 377
Applicants 129

Jan.
Tables 616 - Guest Passes 352

Applicants 127


