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 Moulton Youth Shooters Appreciate YOU
On behalf of the shooters, parents and 
coaches of the Moulton Youth Shooters Trap 
Team, I again wish to thank our Association 
for it’s continued support and the $1,000.00 
grant  we  received this month. Our team 
consisted of 45 youngsters from the 4th thru 
12th grades and included 4 young ladies 

and one individual with a disability.  Although 
2021 was a “different” year we were able to 
compete in a number of shooting events, 
including the Buckeye Open, the Scholas-
tic Clay Target Program SCTP Regionals, 
the Ohio State Shoot and the SCTP Nation-
als. Our shooters did outstanding at these 

shoots. Our rookie Squad placed 
first at the Nationals and one of our 
varsity shooters was selected to be 
on the Ohio State Team to represent 
Ohio at this shooting competition. As 
always, firearm safety, team building 
and sportsmanship was stressed to 
the youngsters.
Thank you,
Dave Sheets, Assistant Coach
OGCA Life Member

OGCA appreciates Dave and  
all the coaches out there!
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In Remembrance of Our President
We are deeply saddened to announce the 
passing of OGCA President Sherman M. 
Kirkland III. Sherman passed away Decem-
ber 31, 2021 at age 66. He was a devoted 
member for 42 years, served on the Board of 
Directors since 2013 and as President since 
November 2020. We are thank-
ful for his outstanding leader-
ship, friendship and wisdom.  

Sherm supported the OGCA 
mission to promote responsible 
gun ownership in many ways. 
Sherman was dedicated to ex-
panding the OGCA/SAF Youth 
Shooting Grant program as 
an important long-term invest-
ment to instill appreciation and 
responsible use of firearms in 
young people.   

Sherman was a collector of 
H&R handy guns, Winchester 
self-loading rifles, antique flare 
and gas guns and projectors, along with 20th 
century U.S. and foreign military arms and 
accessories, plus a lot of other funky stuff. He 
is a past president of Solon Sportsmen Club 
and past Trustee of Dallas Arms Collectors 
Association. Sherm was active in many other 
gun collector associations across the country 
including the Pennsylvania Gun Collectors 
Association, Michigan Antique Arms Associa-
tion, and Dakota Territory Gun Collectors. 

One of Sherman’s favorite OGCA memories 
was “hanging with his dad.” His father, Sher-
man Kirkland II, served as president of OGCA 
1992-1993, and his mother, Janice, helped 

at the Member Service’s desk for decades. 
They, too, have passed on, but the Kirkland 
legacy will continue. Sons, Sherman IV and 
David are already planning an exhibit for the 
upcoming Display Show. Ten-year-old grand-
son Sherman V (aka “Mitch”) loves coming 

to OGCA and can be found on 
page 6. Plus granddaughter 
Stefany is a regular in the reg-
istration room as was grand-
daughter Kaitlyn before moving 
out of state.  We look forward to 
seeing the entire Kirkland family 
soon including Sherm’s beloved 
wife of 47 years, Mari Beth. 

Sherman was the proud owner/
operator of Sherman‘s Automo-
tive in Mentor Ohio. Mechani-
cally inclined, he was also an 
avid collector of motorcycles, 
purchasing his first at the age of 
10. Triumphs, Harleys and Indi-

ans were his passion. He built many motor-
cycles in his early years and loved riding with 
his buddies and sons. 

Sherman was among nine members inter-
viewed at the November meeting for video 
presentations and was asked to talk specifi-
cally about this club that he was so devoted 
to. Enjoy his short, touching video interview 
at www.ogca.com or YouTube Historic In-
vestments at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=w1Vxoa-D94M

We miss you, Sherm.  Thank you for making 
a lasting imprint on The Ohio Gun Collectors 
Association

Sherman M. Kirkland III 
1/21/1955 - 12/31/2021
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The 2022 Display Show Will Cover A Spectrum of Firearms
The 2022 Annual Display Show is less than 
3 months away on Saturday April 30th and 
Sunday May 1st. Contact us today for 
an Annual Display Show Information 
Packet at (330) 467-5733 or email ogca@
ogca.com. Space is limited. If you are plan-
ning to display more than 4 tables contact 
the business office to reserve your space. 

Exhibiting has many fringe benefits includ-
ing letting thousands of others know what 
you collect, and meeting other members 
who share your collecting interests.  In fact, 
prior participants have made connec-
tions to rare guns and collectibles that 
never would have come their way had 
they not displayed.  

All firearms are welcome! The display cat-
egories are Antique, Military, Pre-WWII and 
Post WWII. Members  want to see those im-

pressive collections or even that one rare or 
unusual piece with provenance. 
We encourage you to participate and each 
participant will receive a commemorative 
keepsake in recognition of their time, hard 
work, creativity and willingness to share their 
knowledge with fellow members. 
The first display table is free and, it is only 

$40 each table thereafter. Each display re-
ceives a complimentary dinner ticket to 
the Member Recognition Banquet 

Worried about help? We can’t build your 
display for you, but our committee chair-
man Sean McCarter is available to assist 
with any questions you have and our dis-
play committee members will be on hand 
to help you unload or set up if you need 
assistance when you arrive or leave the 
show.

Thousands of dollars in cash prizes, four 
Minuteman Bronzes (valued at over $4,000) 
and other awards will be presented Saturday 
evening at the banquet.  This will be held for 
the first time in the Main Foyer of the Roberts 
Centre Hall Complex. 

Meet the judges (next page)-->

The banquet is back and we cannot cel-
ebrate OGCA’s 85th Birthday without you! 
Use the form below to reserve your tickets for 
Saturday evening April 30th, 2022. Get your 
tickets early. Seats are limited and we always 
sell out. The banquet will be held on-site in 
the Main Lobby of the Roberts Centre (not 
the hotel) for the first time. Cocktail hour be-
gins at 5 pm (cash bar). Dinner will be served 
at 6 pm and the Display Show Awards will 
be announced at the conclusion of the eve-
ning. To make this happen, the Roberts Cen-
tre and OGCA volunteers will transition the 

Lobby for this memorable event on Saturday 
afternoon. The dress is casual attire, and 
there will be general seating, so take the op-
portunity to sit with and make new friends. 

MENU: Tossed garden salad, seasonal fruit 
salad, rosemary herb redskin potatoes, 
green beans, chicken Marsala, lasagna, and 
a delicious dessert! 
PRICE: Adults just $30.00 each. Children 
6-12, $10.00. Under age 5 are free.  

By popular request, we worked with the 
Roberts Centre 4+ years ago to avoid a 

conflict with Mother’s Day and other local 
and national shows. So don’t miss it! Note: 
Ian McCollum of Forgotten Weapons cannot 
make this date, but we will reschedule with 
him to speak at a future event. We have other 
special things in the works for the banquet 
but most of all your presence and the cama-
raderie of fellow members will make it one of 
the most enjoyable events of the year.  After 
all, it is our 85th Anniversary! 

Return the Form below with payment. 
You will receive an acknowledgement 
receipt. Tickets will mail 4/15/22.

 
ALL TICKETS WILL BE MAILED IN CARE OF:

Name: ____________________________________   
Member #: __________________
Address: _________________________________
                 _________________________________
City: _____________________________________
State: ____________              Zip:_____________
Daytime Phone: ___________________________

Email: ____________________________________

 Return to:
OGCA P. O. Box 670406, Sagamore Hills, OH 44067  

Phone: (330) 467-5733   Fax: (330) 467-5793   
Email: ogca@ogca.com 

Date Received in Office ________________
 

Tickets Mailed ________________

  
Authorization #_________________ & Date __________________

 Wristband Tickets:  ADULT_________         CHILDREN___________
                     

Retain top portion for your records.   

Complete and return with payment no later than April 15, 2021!  (Tickets must be reserved in advance.)

 Adult Dinner(s)  _______  X  $30.00              =   ________

 Children age 6-12 _______ X  $10.00            =   ________

 Children age 5 and under   _______             =   no charge

 Check/MO/Credit Card Grand Total:              $   ________

 Check #_______________

                             Visa, MasterCard or Discover  

 #:___________________________________________________ 

 EXP. (Mo/Yr)_____/_____ Last 3 Digits (CVV Back of card) _______ 

 Card Holders Name: __________________________________

 SIGNATURE _________________________________________

Tickets ordered _________ Date mailed_________ Check # _____________

Banquet 

FORM

The banquet is general seating.  Come and make new friends! 

Don’t Miss The Banquet!

Veteran Displayer Don “Duck” Combs presented 
this wonderful Remington display in 2021.
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We are delighted to 
have three knowl-
edgeable judges for 
the April 30/May 1, 
2022 Annual Dis-
play Show.  First up 
on our judges panel, 
we have Ms. Beverly 
Haynes. She started 
with Colt in 1981, and 

spent most of her 38 years at Colt in the 
Archive Department working closely with 
previous Colt Historians, Mary Huber and 
Kathleen Hoyt. She has focused her time 
on studying and expanding her knowledge 
of the shipping records. Beverly was pro-
moted to the position of Historian in 2010 
and considers it an honor to continue the 
legacy of providing vital information from 
the records through the Colt Archive let-
ters. Beverly has been credited in multiple 
publications for her contributions and as-
sistance in their research efforts, Beverly is 
committed to her belief that sharing knowl-
edge is key to enjoying and collecting fire-
arms. Sharing her passion and knowledge 
has become a way of life for Beverly, and 
she looks forward to serving the collecting 
fraternity for many years to come. 

Next on our panel is Russ Withem who re-
ceived his first gun at age 12. Today, he 
has more than 40 years of experience col-
lecting, appraising, and buying and selling 
firearms and sporting collectibles. Russ 
serves as a firearms expert for Morphy’s 
Auctions. Russ has contributed to numer-

ous published books 
on firearms and is 
currently working on 
a book about the Colt 
1877 DA. Russ is 
also a member of the 
Winchester Collec-
tors Association and 
the Colt Collectors 
Association. Prior to 
Morphy’s, Withem owned and ran a fire-
arms store in southern Oregon.

Jerry W. Pitstick 
makes our Judges 
panel complete. 
He has been a life-
long gun collector 
interested in an-
tique pistols, sport 
shooting, and 
hunting, as well as 
history in general. 
He is also a mem-

ber of the Remington Society of America, 
the Smith & Wesson Collectors Associa-
tion and Colt Collectors Association. He 
has enjoyed exhibiting his gun collection in 
competition at display shows and has won 
several awards, including at OGCA. Jerry 
has written numerous articles on historic 
guns for several magazines. Researching 
and writing the history of identified Civil 
War and Win-the-West pistols and revolv-
ers has been Jerry’s main interest since 
1998. 

Meet the 2022 Annual Display Show Judges CALLING ALL FIREARMS 
AUTHORS!

Do you have a firearm related book you 
have written and would like to promote?

Participate in the Authors Corner and 
Book Signing May 8-9, 2021 during the 

Display Show!

Contact Sandra Schwab 
   at 330-467-5733 or email 

    sschwab@ogca.com
for more details.

2022 will be a critical election year, and 
OGCA PAC (Political Action Committee) 
needs your help with donations of quality 
raffle prizes to raise much needed funds. 
If you have something that you can part 
with for this important cause, please con-
tact Sandra or Laura at the business of-
fice or see PAC Chairman Marty Capito 
at  ROW U 12 and U 16 (orange flag.) 

Left: 2021 PAC Raffle prize winner, Richard Mart-
ing with the late President Sherman Kirkland III at 
the November meeting receiving his Smith & Wes-
son Model 29-10, 4 inch bbl. 44 Mag. w/box and 
accessories. 

Visit the PAC table in the lobby at the 
March meeting and check out all great 
OGCA Logo items now available.  

Nominations for Director 

Important: nominations for the 
OGCA Board of Directors open 
up at the March meeting and will 
close at noon Sunday of the May 
meeting. The application must 
be completed and returned to 
First Vice President Terrie Hill. 

Terrie is happy to answer any 
quesitons. He is located at ta-
bles T 7-10 
(orange flag) 
and can also 
be reached at 
(740) 587-0657

OGCA PAC Is Seeking Raffle Prizes

Classified Ads (next page) are FREE and 
for Members-only, first come, first served. 
Space is limited. Your ad will typically run 
in two consecutive newsletters unless you 
notify the business office to cease running 
in between issues. Submit no later than 
May 31st for the summer newsletter or July 
22nd for the fall newsletter (The next issue 
is an interim mailing and will not contain 
classifieds.) Members must comply with ap-

plicable laws and regulations regarding the 
purchase, sale or trade of any item when us-
ing the Classified section. By placing a clas-
sified ad, you are certifying you are a current 
OGCA member and you have a legal right to 
buy/own and/or sell/trade the item.  All trans-
actions pursuant to the Classified Ads are pri-
vate party transactions and in no way involve 
the OGCA. The OGCA is not responsible for 
any aspect of the transaction and will not ac-

cept any responsibility relating to the transac-
tion.

Write the Ad exactly as you would like it 
to appear (include your contact informa-
tion so the member can reach you). Max 
of 40 words. Abbreviate when possible: 
Email ad to ogca@ogca.com, fax (330) 467-
5793 or mail OGCA P.O. Box 670406, Saga-
more Hills OH 44067. Questions? 
Call (330) 467-5733.  

Summer & Fall 2022 Newsletter Classified Ad Form
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NAVY LUGERS 1904 TO 1940 - By David M. Molchen
As the title suggests this display is all about Ger-
man Navy Lugers and their accouterments.  Ger-
man Navy pistols were primarily used by board-
ing parties after they would have captured an 
enemy vessel.  The other use was to arm so called 
shore parties as they went ashore to gather sup-
plies or attack targets such as radio facilities. 

The German Navy was looking to replace the re-
volvers currently in service and they ordered 100 
Lugers in 1904 for testing and evaluation. The 
centerpiece of this display is one of these proto-
types which is Model 1904 serial number 33 in 
9mm Parabellum (below and on cover). Only 
those approximately 100 Model 1904s were ever 

made, making it extremely rare. 

The exhibit also includes representative examples 
of all the variations of Navy Lugers from 1904 to 
1940 in the 3 basic periods: Imperial (through 
WWI), the Weimar period, (between the wars) 
and the Third Reich era.  It contains 16 Navy 
Lugers in all, two with shoulder stocks, and one 
with a complete rig, plus a rare 1906 commercial 
Navy Luger.  The latest addition to the display, just 
in time for the ’22 NRA Annual Meeting, is the 
extraordinary .22 Conversion Kit one of only 5 
known to be in existence (page 9). German Navy 
daggers, holsters, medals and other accouter-
ments add a unique perspective to the story.  

There are four variations of the pistol which was 
procured by the German Imperial Navy from 
1904 to 1917.  These variations are known as 
Models 1904, 1906, 1908 and 1914, as shown in 
the display and described herein.

Great care was taken when building the display 
to convey important information about Imperial 
German Unit Marks and wartime Fleet Mark-
ings.  A Unit Mark adds historical interest and 
considerable value to a pistol.  It aids in tracing 
the history, determining as to which unit it was 
assigned, and what battles it may have witnessed 
and survived.  Of special note in this regard is 
number 33.  

Good Luck to David Molchen who will be representing OGCA with his display “Navy Lugers 1904 to 1940” at the NRA Annual 
Meeting & Exhibits.  The convention is May 27-29, 2022 in Houston, Texas.  If you attend, be sure to stop by his display and 
show your support!  Dave also has an up and coming book, soon to be published on these very pistols. Look for more coverage 
in an upcoming edition along with the history and journey of the 1904 Navy Luger Serial #33 featured on the front cover and 
herein.  In the meantime, enjoy the fascinating information on this educational exhibit.   

Life Member David Molchen to Display in Houston this May

     Members: if you received this newsletter,
your dues are current - Thank you. Please
remind your friends to pay their dues online, 
via phone or by mailing a check with their 
member # to: OGCA, P.O. Box 670406,Saga-
more Hills, OH 44067.

If payment is not received by March 31st,
the name of the non-paying member can only 
be reinstated by paying a minimum of 3 years 
dues by December 31st, 2022. 

1-year dues: $45
1-year Active Duty Military: Free (Enc. rank, 
branch, duty station)
3-year dues:  $110 (saves $25)
5-year dues:  $165 (saves $60)
Life Membership:  $700
Sr. Life (65 yrs.+): $400 (Enc. proof of age)

Special thanks to The German Gun Collectors Association for a fine 
Featured Display at the November 2021 meeting. 

Interested in Bullseye competition? 
Stop by our table in the Lobby at the                   

OGCA meeting in March

Upcoming Collector Invitationals
July 16-17, 2022 

ROCS (Ruger Owners & Collectors Society)
September 10-11, 2022: Marlin Collectors Asso-

ciation & Winchester Arms Collectors 
(Just announced)(Just announced) May 20-21, 2023:

The High Standard Collectors Association

Jeff Panning sported a shiny new gold 
badge at the November 2021 meet-
ing. He is a member 
for over 50 years hav-
ing joined in 1965 at 
the age of 18. A small 
bore competitor, he 
came with a buddy to 
the first show. He still 
enjoys plinking and 
collects military items 
from the last 150 
years. He accumulat-
ed more Mausers than 
anything, but did not 
specialize. Jeff retired 15 years ago 
from the Columbus health department. 
He was in the army Ordinance Corps 

for 3.5 years spending 3 years in Gies-
son, Germany beginning in July 1970. 

He has enjoyed all of 
the shows and used to 
be a table holder, but  
says he sold too many 
things (regretfully of 
course). 
His advice for fellow 
members is, “If you 
see something you 
like, buy it. It may not 
be there later.” Jeff 
has one child and 2 
grandchildren and has 

been married 31 years. 

Thank you, Jeff, for your loyalty and great 
advice.

50-year Member Jeff Panning Receives Gold Badge 

The late Sherman M. Kirkland III presenting a 
50-year gold badge to Jeff Panning along with 

Grandson Mitch Kirkland in November
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The 1906 Navy Luger is the first full 
production model and all the unique 
features mentioned in the model 1904 
were either altered or no longer included 
in this model. This includes the “fat bar-
rel”, toggle lock leaf style mainspring and 
crown M inspection stamps. 

Production is divided into two varia-
tions known as the First Issue and the 

Second Issue. In 
the First Issue the 
safety lever is in the 
up position showing 
“GESICHERT” (“safe” in 
German). There were ap-
proximately  19,000 manu-
factured this way with the 
serial number range of 1 to 
9,000a. Many of these were 

later altered to safety downward. 

The Second Issue variation was manu-
factured with the safety in the down-
ward position and the serial number 
range was approximately 9,000a to 
998b. This information plus so much 
more can be found in Jan. C. Still’s IM-
PERIAL LUGERS. 

7

NAVY LUGER VARIATION - 1904 MODEL 
The Navy Luger sn 33 was manufactured 
in Berlin in 1904 by D.W.M.. (Deutsche 
Waffen Und Munitionsfabriken) which 
roughly translates to “German Weap-
ons and Ammunition Factory.” It was 
the original manufacturer of the Luger 
pistol and D.W.M. manufactured Lugers 
from 1900-1930. Chambered in 9 mm it 
had a magazine fed capacity of 8 rounds. 

The rear grip strap 
of number 33 is 
Unit Marked 
“A.D.H.” over 
the number “1.” This 
indicates that this pistol 
was issued to the Artil-
lery Detachment (or De-

pot) on Helgoland Island, 
Germany and the “1” 
indicates it was the first 
one issued to that unit.  

Incidentally, it is the only pistol found to date is-
sued to that unit. 

The unique fea-
tures of the 

1904 Model are flat 
mainspring, the so called 
“fat barrel”, modified 
toggle lock, Crown M 
inspection stamp above the 
lanyard ring at rear, and single 
Crown M inspection stamp on 
the left hand side of the receiver.  

The Model 1904, like all origi-

nal Imperial period pistols, had six inch 
barrels and were issued with flat walnut 
board shoulder stocks, leather holsters, 

an extra magazine, leather pouch holding 2 ad-
ditional magazines, a magazine loading tool and 
a cleaning rod.  

A strap facilitated wearing the complete rig across 
the body. A photograph from the display (below) 
shows a unit of German sailors so equipped. 

On page 7 is the story of the journey of the ex-
tremely rare sn 33.

Crown M inspection stamp 
above the lanyard ring at rear
of the 1904 Model, sn 33.

Crown M inspection stamp on 
left hand of receiver. 

Showing leaf type mainspring found 
only on 1904 variation 

Navy Luger 1904 serial num-Navy Luger 1904 serial num-
ber 33, left hand view.  (Right ber 33, left hand view.  (Right 
hand view on front cover.)hand view on front cover.) Front of pistol 33

Unit Mark ADH #1
on the rear grip strap

NAVY LUGER VARIATION -1906 Model

Matching magazine
Showing coil mainspring found on 
all 1906 and later variations

1906 no longer shows the 1906 no longer shows the 
toggle locktoggle lock

Issued to the 1st Issued to the 1st 
Topedo DivisionTopedo Division

Showing full serial number 
with letter suffix
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 1906 Navy Rig
Another rare Navy Luger included 
in the exhibit is the 1906 Navy Rig, 
below. It was featured in the book, 
Luger - The Multi-National Pistol  
by Charles Kenyon. (Publishers 
Certificate pictured.)

It is unit marked to the Dockyard at 
Kiel which was the headquarters of 
the Baltic Sea Fleet.  It is a very nice 
example of a First Issue altered 1906 
pistol. It has two original matching magazines and a 

matching unit marked stock. The mags 
also are stamped with the unit pistol num-
ber of 1295 as shown in the pictures. 

The stock issued with Navy Lugers 

through the Imperial peri-
od made for a very accurate 
weapon.  Perhaps in today’s 
world it would be consid-
ered an “assault weapon.” It 
was also a very easy weapon 
to store on board a ship 
where space was normally 

limited.

Number on matching stockUnit Mark 1295th 
pistol issued at 
Dock at Wilhelm-
shaven

Above: Top of 1906 pistol

Matching Unit Mark number 
(1295) on the back of 

both magazines.  
Front of the 1906 showing 
matching Serial number.

Wooden bottom of pair of 
magazines show matching 
serial number to the 1906 
Navy Rig. 

Production of the 1908 Model Navy Luger was 
approximately 9,000 pistols, and they are found 
in the 1,000b to 10,000b serial number range. 
The obvious and major change was the elimi-
nation of the grip safety.  Internally the flange 
on the rear toggle pin was enlarged. 

 

NAVY LUGER VARIATION -1908 Model

The unit mark on this 1908 Model indicates The unit mark on this 1908 Model indicates 
that this was the 10,480th pistol issued to the that this was the 10,480th pistol issued to the 
dockyard at Kiel which was the headquarters dockyard at Kiel which was the headquarters 
to the Baltic Sea Fleet.to the Baltic Sea Fleet.

Unit mark on 
the rear grip 
strap of the 
1908. 

This original magazine 
matches both the serial num-
ber of the pistol and also the 
weapon accountability num-
ber assigned to it by the 1st 

Torpedo Division. 

 Rear view without Naval 
acceptance stamp
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NAVY LUGER VARIATION -1914  Model
The last main variation change to the Navy Luger was the addi-
tion of the year of manufacture which was either 1916 or 1917.  
Most agree that production was about 8,000 for 1916 and 
about 15,000 with 1917 dates.  
The year will be found stamped 
on the top of the chamber, left 
above the take down lever and 
the left hand side of the base on 
the front sight.

Showing year on 
front sight

Year above take 
down lever

Model  1914 left hand view, see close ups of dates below. Model  1914 left hand view, see close ups of dates below. 

The year of manufac-The year of manufac-
ture, 1916, on top of ture, 1916, on top of 
pistol in front of sightpistol in front of sight

Commercial Navy Pistols
Commercial Navy Pistols were pretty rare and total pro-
duction is thought to be less than 1000.  They were pro-
duced  between 1906 and 1908 and have been reported in 
the 5 digit commercial  number range of 25000 to 67000. 

The display includes an extremely rare 1906 Commercial 
Navy.  

.22 Caliber Conversion Kit for 9mm Lugers
German Navy marked .22 caliber conversion 
kit for 9mm Lugers is a very rare accessory to 
find. Only 6 units have been reported to date.  
They are N-110, N-130, N-184, N-226, N-250, 
and N-256.  It is estimated that only a few 
hundred were acquired by the German Navy. 

This kit was manufactured by Erfurter Mas-
chinenfabrik (ERMA) in Erfurt, Germany 
in 1932. The N- 256 is the property number 
marking of the North Sea Fleet which was 

based in Wilhelmshaven. They were only is-
sued by the North Sea Fleet dockyard and 
were used for training purposes and as a cost 
saving measure. 

It is important to note that the “N” numbers 
have no relationship to the how many units 
were manufactured.  The “N” system began in 
1933 and included all types of equipment ac-
cepted by the Navy.  The master list reports 57 
items between N-1 and N-256.  These items 

include flare guns, holsters, 
Lugers, other pistols and 
etc.

It is all original and complete as issued.  The 
empty space in the box is meant to hold the 
extractor from the 9mm pistol which has 
to be removed 
when the unit 
is installed.  All 
parts except the     

Very rare complete .22 caliber conversion kit Wooden case  shows matching serial numbers
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bore brush and jag have matching serial numbers or N-256 property 
stamp and in some cases both.  The follower in the matching  maga-
zine shows no evidence of ever having ammunition in it.

Note the space to hold the extractor of the 9mm 
pistol when it is removed. 

Magazine 
showing matching 

serial number

Marking Meaning Location
W.W. Dockyard at Wilhelmshaven Wilhemshaven

W.K. Dockyard at Kiel Kiel

I.M.D. First Sailor Divison Kiel

II.M.D. Second Sailor Divison Kiel

I.W.D. First Dockyard Divison Kiel

II.W.D. Second Dockyard Division Wilhemshaven

I.T.D. First Torpedo Division Kiel

II.T.D. Second Torpedo Division Wilhelmshaevn

I.S.B. First Marine Inf. Battalion Kiel

II.S.B. Second Marine Inf. Battalion Kiel

III.S.B. Third Marine Inf. Battalion Kiaochow-China

GOUV KIAU Government of Kiachow Kiaochow-China

M.A. Naval Artillery Section Various

W.M.A. Wilhelmshaven Marine Artillery Wilhelmshaven

U.A. Submarine Unit Kiel

W.D. Dockyard at Danzig Danzig 

III.S.S. or
 III.S.S.B. 

Personal and Training Unit Cuxhaven

A.D.H. Artillery Depot Helgoland Helgoland Island

Jan Still provided us with a great 
listing of Imperial Navy Unit Marks 
in several of his books.  This recap 
is meant to be a general overview of 
verified unit marks that have been 
reported.  You can find substan-

tial additional information on Jan’s 
Luger Forum (https://luger.gun-
boards.com/forum.php) concern-
ing these marks provided by Mike 
Cogswell who is one of the modera-
tors. 

GERMAN NAVY UNIT MARKS

Imperial German Navy Unit Marks from left to right: 
• W.K. - Dockyard at Kiel
•  I.T.D. - 1st Torpedo Division - Kiel
•  II.T.D. - 2nd Torpedo Division - Wilhelmshaven
•  W.W. - Dockyard at Wilhelmshaven
•  I.S.B. - 1st Marine Sea Battalion. 
Right: Presence of Unit Markings will add 20-25% to the value 
of the pistol.  During the Third Reich era Navy pistols had 
4 inch barrels and the Fleet Property numbers were marked 
on the front or rear grip straps.  Shown here left to right are 
N2355 which is a 1937 Mauser, 01098 which is a 1929 DWM, 
and N4730 which is a 1940 Mauser.  

German Navy pistols in the Weimar period 
(between the wars) and during the Third 
Reich era were equipped with 4 inch barrels 
and did not have wood stocks. They came in 
a holster with an extra magazine and a maga-
zine loading tool. 

Unit marks were replaced by Fleet Property 

number markings which had a prefix letter 
of “N” for those in the North Sea Fleet and 
an “O” for those in the Baltic Sea Fleet.  In 
addition, Navy Acceptance stamps of “M” 
over an anchor or an “M” over an “A” will 
be found on pistols from the Weimar period 
that were in Navy Service before the “N” and 
“O” Fleet marking system was established in 

1933.  After that the Navy Acceptance was an 
Eagle over  “M”. 

The German Navy ceased marking Luger 
pistols in 1940 although they continued to 
receive and use them. Perhaps this was a se-
curity matter.
  

Navy Lugers in the Weimar and Third Reich Era - Fleet Markings
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Passages Hotels
NOTE:NOTE:    Ask for confirmation of Ask for confirmation of 
room rate at time of reserva-room rate at time of reserva-
tion.  Prices subject to change tion.  Prices subject to change 
with high tourism. Book early, but with high tourism. Book early, but 
please provide courteous notice of please provide courteous notice of 
cancelation.cancelation.  
1) Headquarters Hotel: Holiday Inn at 
Roberts Centre  123 Gano Road., Wilmington, OH 
45177 (937) 283-3200 or (800) 654-7036 Check inCheck in 3 3  
PMPM. 24-hour cancellation (greater notice will help your 
fellow member.) Two-night minimum.Two-night minimum.  For RVRV parking, parking, 
hook up and cost call (937) 283-3200.
2) General Denver Hotel (6 mi) 81 W. Main St., 
Wilmington, OH. Present OGCA badge for $20 discount 
off per room per night. Mention OGCA  when making 
reservations. Historic Inn (937) 383-4141. 
3) Hampton Inn & Suites 201 Holiday Dr., 
Wilmington. (937) 382-4400 (7 mi) Ask for the OGCA 
10% discount when making reservations. Rates can 
fluctuate with peak seasons. 
4)TownePlace Suites by Marriott 175 Holiday 
Dr, Wilmington, OH 45177 (937) 805-0420, (9.3 mi)
5) Holiday Inn Express 155 Holiday Dr., 
Wilmington (937) 382-5858 (7 mi)  Ask for the OGCA 
10% discount when making reservations.
6) Wilmington Inn 909 Fife Ave., Wilmington, OH 
(937) 382-6000 (7 mi.). Ask for OGCA rate .
7) Hampton Inn WCH 11484 Allen Rd., NW, 
Jeffrsonville. (740) 948-9499 (15  mi.) 1-71 at Exit 
65. Ask for the OGCA 10% discount when making 
reservations. 
8) Baymount Inn & Suites 11431 Allen Rd. NW, 
Jeffersonville, OH 43128  (740) 948-2104 (15 mi).   I-71 
Exit 65.  Outlet mall. $79 + tax.
9) Fairfield Inn/ Marriott (15 mi) 11349 Allen 
Road NW, Jeffersonville, OH, 43128, I-71 Exit 65. (740) 
948-9305. Ask for the OGCA 10% discount off going 
rates (which fluctuate) when making reservations. 
10) Quality Inn WCH 10160 Carr Rd. NW, 
Jeffersonville, OH 43128. (740) 426-6400  (19 mi.)  
(Buckeye RV). 1-71 Exit  69. 
11) Holiday Inn Express WCH (26 mi.) 101 
Courthouse Pky, Washington Court House, OH 43160. 
(740) 335-9310. I-71 at exit 65 (US 35) 
12) Country Hearth Inn & Suites WCH 1810 
Victoria Street, Washington Court House, OH 43160, 
www.redlion.com/washington-court-house (740) 333-
4478. $74.99 + tax (27 mi.)
13) Holiday Inn Express & Suites - Mason 
(31 mi. Only 30 min.) 5100 Natorp Blvd., Mason, OH 
45040 (513) 387-6000. Ask for OGCA rate. $99 King/ 
$104 Queen Double except during peak season). Close 
to many restaurants. 

John T. Snyder 
passed away on No-
vember 21, 2021, 
with his loving wife of 
53 years by his side. 
John was a member 
of OGCA for 44 years 
and served as busi-
ness manager from 
1996-2001. He was 
a computer systems 

analyst retired from Schindler Elevator.  
John was well known for his military memo-
rabilia, firearm and coin collections.  John 
was also a key part of the leadership of the 
Maumee Valley Gun Collectors Association, 
serving as Secretary for 40 of his 50 years 
of membership. He was a member of the 
NRA for 40+ years, along with the Michigan 
Antique Arms Collectors for 41 years. John 
had many friends in the collecting commu-
nity, including fellow member, David Szym-
kowiak, with whom he traveled the country 
going show to show for decades.

Chad Anthony McDonough a 21 year 
member, passed away Aug. 18, 2021. Chad 
was taken way too young due to complica-
tions of Covid. Chad, age 53, was born in 
Los Angeles and settled in Post Falls, Ida-
ho. His passion was antique guns, uniforms, 
and war memorabilia, and he was a loved 
member of the antique gun collector’s com-
munity. Chad lived his dream, traveling the 
country with his mentor and friends, Glenn 
Maddox and his wife Hanh, buying and sell-
ing antique war memorabilia, while meeting 

lifelong friends along the way. Chad was a 
‘walking encyclopedia’ to his peers in the 
antique gun community, and his gift of story 
telling and knowledge will be missed by 
those who knew him. Chad’s loss is not only 
mourned by his family, but by his antique 
gun family across America and many parts 
of the world. His ashes will be laid to rest in 
Post Falls, Idaho. RIP, Chad.

Please keep 30 year Life member, Alek T. 
Siitams family and friends in your thoughts 
and prayers. Alek was killed in a traffic ac-
cident. He was well known in the gun col-
lecting community and will be sadly missed 
by his family and friends. 

45-year, Life mem-
ber, Larry Jack Hill, 
82, of Shelby, peace-
fully passed away De-
cember 1, 2021.  He 
was born in Kentucky, 
and moved to Mans-
field when he was 8 
years old. Larry gradu-
ated from Madison High 
School and was a four 

year veteran of the U.S. Army, stationed with 
a missile unit in Germany. He retired from Ar-
tesian. Larry was an all around great guy who 
was full of life. His favorite activity was having 
breakfast with his grandson, Adam, trying out 
new places and spending quality time togeth-
er. He was active in various outdoor clubs and 
associations for many years.  

Longtime member and former OGCA Direc-
tor (19 years), Charles D. Metcalf passed 
away at the age of 88, this Oct. Our thoughts 
and prayers are with his family including his 
wife Patricia. Charles served as Major Gen-
eral with the U.S. Air force, active duty for 36 
years. After he retired, he served 12 years as 
Director of the National Museum of the U.S. 
Air Force in Dayton, OH. He retired from the 
museum in 2010 at the age of 77. Charles 
served numerous years on the OGCA An-
nual Banquet committee providing mem-
bers with many fond memories of banquets 
at the National Museum of the U.S. Airforce 
including “behind the scenes” tours, music 
by the Air Force Band of Flight, and appetiz-
ers under the wings of a WWII bomber just 
to name a few. He also helped with the plan-
ning of recent banquets held on site at the 
beautiful Roberts Centre complex. Charles’ 
patriotism was incorporated in the design of 
many collectible OGCA pins. He was also 

the chairman of the ‘04 NRA Display com-
mittee where over 20 members collaborated 
in building an incredible 40-foot display in 
partnership with the Civilian Marksmanship 
Program (CMP) celebrating the 100th An-
niversary of the National Matches. Charles 
enjoyed collecting Colt 45s and suppressed 
weapons. He was a competitive pistol and 
long range, high power shooter. 

Charles, you will be missed. Thank you for 
your service to OGCA, the Air Force Muse-
um and our nation.

Salute to the late Major General Charles D. Metcalf

Remember to follow all OGCA Rules for your safety and others.

Nov ‘21 tables 570, guests 
339 and 137 applicants
Jan ‘22 tables 490, guests 
343 and 135 applicants

Meeting Stats

Note: With the passing of Presi-
dent Kirkland, 1st VP Terrie Hill 
shall fulfill the duties of presi-
dent according to the Bylaws.



March 12-13, 2022 (The BIG One!)
April 30 - May 1, 2022 (Annual Display Show and Banquet) 
July 16-17 2022 (ROCS - Ruger Owners & Collectors Society)
Sept. 10-11, 2022 (Winchester Arms Collectors and Marlin Firearm Collectors Assoc.)
Nov. 19-20, 2022  (Annual Meeting/Director Election)

Meeting Dates through 2024 can be found at: w w w. o g c a . c o m

Meeting Dates 2022 Meeting Hours

   Meeting Hall   The Roberts Centre    
 123 Gano Road, Wilmington, OH 45177  

I-71 at Exit 50   (U.S. 68). North of and vis-
ible from  I-71.  Directions www.ogca.com

Saturday  8:30 am - 5 pmSaturday  8:30 am - 5 pm  
Sunday  8:30 am - Sunday  8:30 am - 22 pm pm

We thank the CLA members who braved the weather and delight-
ed us with beautiful artistry at the January 2022 meeting. Special 
thanks to William H. Smith (wow what a fine display), Alan Vivian, 
Liza Kindig, Donald Swanger II, Gordon Barlow, Chuck Benton 
and all the OGCA members who brought out their muzzleloaders! 
We hope to host them again when Father Snow is not wreaking 
havoc on the highways!  Stay tuned for more information.


