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It has been really hot here in the Battleground State. The heat is getting to us. We
are all getting too edgy and irritable about
this coming election. It’s time to lighten up!
So there will be no political commentary on
this page in this edition.
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We are not going to remind everyone about
operation “Fast and Furious” in which the
U.S. Department of Justice facilitated the
smuggling of 2000 firearms into Mexico,
which have been used to murder American
officers and hundreds of Mexican citizens.
And I refuse to discuss our Attorney General’s stone-walling of the congressional
investigation and his subsequent contempt
of Congress citation. Just imagine how irritated some of you might get if I suggested
the whole horribly flawed plan was intended
to justify “enhanced” gun sales regulations
in our border states.
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Kicking back and cooling down is
OGCA President, Cecil Parker!

Whew! It’s just too hot to contemplate
whether the Chief Justice of the United
States Supreme Court knuckled-under to
Chicago-style knee-capping when he mysteriously changed his vote in the healthcare
case and authored possibly the worst reasoned opinion in the court’s history.

No, I refuse to get political this time around.
Let’s all just chill; take a sip of our favorite
cold beverage; lie back and enjoy what D.C.
does for us.

Maybe we could cool down a little by cheering the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold
the heart of Arizona’s illegal immigration
statute -- but that would probably lead into
a fiery debate about the President’s order to
His immigration officials to not co-operate
with Arizona law enforcement.

However, all that scorching heat did not wilt
that incredible OGCA spirit at the July meeting. A huge turnout in mid-summer, saunalike weather! A great weekend!

STAY VIGILANT. REGISTER and VOTE!

Elsewhere in this issue please read a memoriam to OGCA Director Emeritus, Green
Being an election year, we probably should Beret Jon Chorpenning – the only man I
discuss the sanctity of the ballot box. We ever knew who could flawlessly quote Tenwere reminded recently by our favorite San nyson or Shakespeare while field stripping
Francisco politico that the Attorney Gen- an AK or M-60. It is fitting to recognize all
eral’s primary (?) job is to protect voters’ the accolades and achievements, but I think
rights. So surely there is no political moti- he would consider the greatest honor to be
vation in his recent fiats that Texas’s Voter remembered simply as –
ID law is unconstitutional; and that Florida’s
ongoing efforts to purge illegal aliens, crimi- Jon E. Chorpenning, American Soldier
nals, corpses, and Disney characters from
the voter registration rolls is illegal.

Page 3

October Tables on
Sale Now! OGCA
Meeting at the
I-X Center
Reserve your guest passes and tables
now for both the September and October
meetings. The September 15-16 meeting takes place at the Roberts Centre in
Wilmington, Ohio. Guest passes and
a table application can be found in the
back of this newsletter on pages 11-14.
The October 27-28 meeting is a special,
additional meeting at the I-X Center in
Cleveland, Ohio, and purple guest passes and a table application are enclosed
as an additional insert in this mailing.
We have invited some very special
guests this year to our October meeting
at the I-X Center! Jessica Bennett, is
coming all the way from the Cody Firearms Museum at the Buffalo Bill Historical Center in Wyoming, along with
Membership Coordinator, Rachel Lee.
Bennett is the caretaker of the museum’s
factory records on Winchester, Marlin
and L.C. Smith and will be available for
complimentary firearms research, plus
a special discounted rate will be offered
for factory letters. You will need to know
your make, model and serial number.
The Winchester Arms Collectors Association (WACA) will hold their Midwest show within our October meeting!
Bring your Winchesters and other fine
firearms to show WACA members what
OGCA is about! Increase your trading
opportunities and see some fine exhibits! This year we expect 800+, 8-ft
tables with wide aisles and well-lit space

in the East Hall. NOTE THAT THERE
ARE NO END CAP TABLES. The East
Hall is where many busy OGCA meetings were held in the month of March
between 1990 and 2001. The hall offers
ample parking and easy drive in for self
unloading for tableholders. Be sure to
send your guest pass forms in early to
avoid the long lines.

miles from the I-X Center. (Formerly the
Radisson Headquarters hotel.) 7230
Engle Rd., Middleburg Hts., OH 44130;
phone: (440) 243-4040. Mention you
are an OGCA member or WACA member for special rate of $79 plus tax.

JUST ANNOUNCED!

Holiday Inn Express: 16330 Snow
Road, Brookpark, OH 44142; Phone:
(216) 433-0004; 4 miles. Shuttle service.

The Cody Firearms
Museum will join us at the
October meeting! Meet
Records Specialist Jessie
Bennett and research your
Winchester, Marlin, and
L.C. Smith firearms.

As with all I-X Center events, there is a
daily parking fee of $8.00 on Saturday
and Sunday which is non-negotiable and
paid entirely to the I-X Center. Most
hotels in the area do offer free shuttle
service to the I-X Center.
Hotels:
Crowne Plaza Cleveland Airport
(OGCA/WACA Headquarters):
Located near I-71 and Bagley Rd., 4

Comfort Inn Middleburg Heights:
17550 Rosbough Dr., Middleburg
Heights, OH 44130; Toll Free: (877)
424-6423; 3 miles. Shuttle service.

Directions and more hotels can be
found at www.ogca.com. If you are
flying, the Cleveland Hopkins Airport
is directly adjacent to the I-X Center for
ease of travel.
If you are a WACA member and would
like to reserve a table in the WACA
section, see the table application form
in your Spring and Summer WACA
member magazine or contact Sandra
Schwab at OGCA business office with
questions.

Your show of support at our
northern Ohio test meeting last
year was greatly appreciated, and
we hope to see you again at the I-X
Center on October 27-28.

Bring out your Winchesters for “Show and Tell”. With the WACA display show, it is a great opportunity to see
fine Winchester displays like the 1885 Winchester High Wall display by Robert Ray Preston (above left); Model
1892 exhibit by Larry Wales (center); and Model 42 display by Don “Duck” Combs (right).
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July 2012 - Most Exciting Summer Show

in

75

years!

Miami Rifle and Pistol Club at the July
meeting, receiving a donation in support of
their fine juniors program!
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New member,
engraver
Tim Adlam of
Wisconsin

Professional engraver
Mike Dubber
Donation to 4-H Shooting Sports that serves
4,000 junior shooters: Frank Becker, Larry
Harris, Jim Tekavec.

Professional engraver Brian Powley at
the July meeting

Fantastic scrimshaw examples
of Sandy Brady

Don Darmos at the first of 3 presentations on “The Tunnels of WWI”
Saturday, July 21, 2012

A fine exhibit by The L.C. Smith
Collectors Association, July 21-22, 2012

The making of the miniature engraved
muzzle loaders by Paul Hamler

Miniature engraved
muzzle loaders by Paul
Hamler

Professional engraver Christian DeCamillis
demonstrates his craft at the July meeting

Shooting champ,
Chrissie Holden at
the July meeting
wearing National
Jr. Air Rifle Championship medal, 2nd
Place, sub-junior
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The November election is fast approaching and pro-gun candidates in and out of
Ohio need our help! OGCA PAC is fast
depleting its war chest by having already
contributed to the campaign of 19 pro-gun
candidates and organizations in the last 6
months. We call on each and every member who has not bought a ticket to get your
raffle tickets soon! Raffle drawing will be
held on Sunday, September 16, 2012, for
the two OGCA, 75th Anniversary Ithaca
Model 37’s (serial #1, .20 ga. shotgun and
serial #1, .28 ga. shotgun) and a .22 Ruger
Single Six revolver donated in memory of
Past President, Pete Cox.
You may purchase tickets at the September meeting or mail in the ticket stubs that
were included in your July newsletter. Donate just $5 for one chance or $20 for five
tickets. All proceeds go to PAC to fight for
your firearm freedom. This is a big election!

with the

Important November 6, 2012 Election!!!

Mail raffle ticket stubs to OGCA PAC:
P.O. Box 670406, Sagamore Hills, OH
44067, or return to the PAC table in the
lobby of the Roberts Centre by Sunday,
September 16, before the noon raffle
drawing.
Daisy Update: to the delight of members who missed out earlier this year, the
second order of OGCA 75th Anniversary
Daisy’s arrived at the PAC table in July
and sold out! A final shipment
including 25 “Red Ryders” and
25 “Model 25s” will arrive just in time for
the October 27-28 meeting at the I-X Center in Cleveland. Both models include the
handsome, engraved OGCA 75th Anniversary logo but no special serial numbering. The donation level is $34 for the Red
Ryder and $40 for the Model 25. Sorry, no
mail orders.
We still have a few Ithacas and a few sets
of commemorative OGCA 75th Anniversary knife sets left. The knife sets are
of the highest quality, manufactured in the
USA by Canal Street Cutlery and includes
pocket and trailing point knives with elk
stag handles in a cherry wood presentation box. Blades and box feature the 75th
Anniversary logo. Level of donation is
$250. Visit the PAC table.

Pro-Gun Mandel Running For U.S. Senate
Ohio’s State Treasurer and
U.S. Senate candidate,
Josh Mandel, enthralled the
crowd in May with his talk at
the 75th Anniversary Membership Banquet.

The letter includes the slogan "When Washington is
broken ... Send in a Marine"
-- a reference to Mandel's
two tours of duty in Iraq.
The pro-gun candidate also
notes that he co-sponsored
OGCA President Cecil
the "Castle Doctrine" bill
Parker stated that, “Manwhile a state representative
del’s campaign is possiin 2008. The law presumes
bly the most crucial in the
that homeowners acted in
country in gaining conserself-defense if they used
vative control of the Senate
force against someone who
in 2012.”
illegally entered their house
or car. It also relaxes rules
In a recent fundraising letter,
on how guns can be transU.S. Senate Candidate,
Mandel notes he is a “proud
ported in cars. The House
Josh Mandel
pro-gun
candidate”.
The
and Senate adopted the bill by
Beachwood resident continues, "When it wide margins. In the letter, Mandel blasts
comes to the defense of my own home and his 2012 opponent, incumbent Sen. Sherwife Ilana, I'm the proud owner of a Beretta rod Brown, as an "Obama-Democrat [who]
handgun and a Marlin rifle. Endorsed by simply doesn't share our deep respect for
the NRA and the Buckeye Firearms As- the Second Amendment."
sociation throughout my career, my record
OGCA recommends that we all educate
of standing up for the Second Amendment
ourselves, identify, and vote for the best
speaks for itself."
pro-gun candidates on the ballot!

Just announced! PAC will have another raffle in November. This will be for the
Serial #1, 75th Anniversary knife set by
Canal Street Cutlery. Tickets go on sale
at the October and November meetings
and may be
purchased
at our hardworking
PAC comm i t t e e
tables of:
75th Anniversary knife set
Frank Becker, Bob Wos, Joe Pittenger and Terrie Hill
and also the PAC table in the lobby of the
hall. The drawing will be held Sunday,
November 18th, at the Wilmington meeting. Winner need not be present.
Reminders: 1) Like all political action
committees, OGCA PAC must report the
name, address, occupation and employer
of members who donate over $200 in a
calendar year. 2) Corporate checks cannot be accepted for donations; personal checks, money orders, or cash only
(please do not mail cash).
There is strength in numbers and with the
help of our 17,200 OGCA members, we
can best support those who fight for our
Second Amendment rights. Thank you!

Are

you registered to vote?

If you are not registered, now is the time!
We need you the
most! This is a very
important
election.
Protect your rights.
Your vote DOES
count! Visit www.
ogca.com to easily and quickly register
by clicking the “Trigger the VOTE” icon.
Trigger the Vote is a non-partisan voter
registration program through the NRA.
Hurry, you only have until October 9th,
2012 to register in most states.
Members and guests at the July meeting
also registered to vote thanks to volunteers Tom Dains, Rami Aziz and Susan
Waidner, and arranged by OGCA member Tim Inwood.
Voter Registration
Tom Dains
July, 2012
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Joe Sefcik
And the

Quest

Darrell R. Larkin and OGCA member Joe
Sefcik. The Larkin family has entrusted
Joe with the 1873 Colt that has been in
the family for 5 generations and originally owned by Larkin ancestor, Marshal
Frank Dooley.

Joe Sefcik found more than just a nice
antique Colt last year at The Roberts
Centre; he found himself on a quest that
would lead to helping a fellow veteran get
the honor he is rightly due.
The quest to track the history of any antique gun is rarely easy and rarely successful, so it seems that Joe Sefcik simply got lucky that the 1873 Colt 45 he
bought at an OGCA meeting came from
a friendly family headed by Darrell Larkin
whose father was quite a gun collector.
“I am glad that you are interested in
the history interwoven with the antique
pistol and hope this information has
some value to you,” wrote Mary Spahr,
the Larkin family historian, who was kind
enough to provide newspaper clippings,
photos and other information about the
gun originally owned by Leesburg, Ohio,
Marshal Francis “Frank” Dooley.

Colt Single Action Army serial number 40,825 45 cal. 7 1/2 barrel, walnut grips,
originally owned by Leesburg, Ohio Marshal Frank A. Dooley with period badge
believed to have belonged to Dooley.

was the owner of a Colt Single Action
Army revolver serial number 40825 caliber 45 shipped to Hartley and Graham,
New York, New York on July 21, 1880,”
he wrote. After that, there is no record
available as to how Marshal Dooley acquired the gun, but Larkin was able to
track its ownership over five generations
in the same family.
Darrell Larkin is proud that it passed
through the family and appreciated the
history of the firearm but after his wife
passed, he decided that since there were
no more gun collectors in the family that
he would sell the Colt.

ey to be forgotten as a Civil War veteran.
“I wanted to take it as far as I could go,”
said Sefcik, who learned this July that the
city has raised the money for an additional slab and Dooley’s name will be added
to the monument in the next six months.
Joe is proud to own the gun and wants to
pass it down through his family like Marshal Dooley. For Joe, it is not just about
the gun but the quest!

But “interested” is quite an understatement as this long-time member has immersed himself in the history of the Single Action Army. In the process, he has
made friends and learned enough to form
a bond with Darrell Larkin and family as
well as the original owner.

In the process of tracking down the history of the original owner and attempting
to find a period Leesburg Marshal badge,
Joe contacted member Tom Crothers who
is well known for collecting badges and
related memorabilia. Tom was not (yet)
ready to part with the Leesburg Marshal’s
badge, pictured above, so the quest then
led to the Police Chief of Leesburg, Ohio,
as well as the Mayor. It was during this
process that Joe discovered that the Civil
War monument in the City of Leesburg
did not list the name of Francis A. Dooley.
It had been overlooked.

Darrell Larkin, now age 91, provided notarized statements concerning the gun.
“Mr. Francis Dooley, better known around
Leesburg as “Marshal Frank Dooley”,

Joe has made it his quest to make sure
that the name is added to the monument. The Marshal Dooley memorabilia has
As a Vietnam War veteran (Sgt. U.S.A.F.) found a permanent place of honor in
the Sefcik home.
Sefcik could not stand by and allow Dool-
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The Parts Bin
Buckeye Firearms Association (BFA)
will have a table at the September 15-16
meeting. This grass-roots organization
has the most up-to-date information on
gun rights in the Buckeye State. Visit their
informed volunteers this Sept.
Meet Judge Sharon Kennedy campaigning for your vote for Ohio Supreme Court
Justice at the September and October
meetings. This dynamic, accomplished
judge is endorsed by OGCA PAC.
Thanks to Charley Rush, members enjoyed some of Ohio’s finest sweet corn
while setting up on Friday afternoon of
the July meeting. The corn was picked
at dawn after a rare rainstorm and was
delicious. We are still wondering how
Charley fit 500 ears of corn in his vehicle
on top of helping transport many other
OGCA items.
The 75th Anniversary year will conclude
with our 450th meeting on November 1718! Steve Griffin has been invited to be
our featured displayer. A collector of Rifle
Grenade Launchers, he received last
year’s Robert Rubendunst Best Educational Award. Call the business office or
contact an officer, director or past president if you are interested in doing a display. We need a volunteer for September
2012 and March 2013.
Our history book, The First 75 Years is
almost complete! We will enclose an order form in the November or January
newsletter for the hard-cover, full-color
book which is due out in March. Professional graphic designer Scott Bruno of

The Ohio
Gun Collectors
Association

September 17-18, 2011 • The Roberts Centre
October 15-16, 2011 • The I-X Center

OGCA salutes
Honor Flight for veterans

2013 Annual Tables will be on sale beginning at the September meeting. Cost
per table is $420 and covers all six meetings at the Roberts Centre from January
2013 till November 2013.
Jim Downing, center, of Honor Flight
(Columbus) gratefully accepts a donation from OGCA. Fred Kolb (left) and
Jim Tekavec (right).

Your annual dues statement will be enclosed in the November (next) newsletter
mailing.

Cincinnati has been selected for the design and typesetting. Please continue to
submit any OGCA historical items.

Forms for the September and October
meetings are included with this mailing.
Make sure that you use the correct form
for the meeting(s) that you plan to attend.

Thank you to Hubie Snyder for his donation to the archives of OGCA’s May 1941
newsletter and to John Krukenburg for
his donation of vintage ads by OGCA
founder Miller Bedford.

------OGCA PAC -----SUPPORTS MITT ROMNEY
FOR PRESIDENT
WE FEEL ROMNEY IS THE BEST CHOICE TO
PROTECT OUR 2ND AMENDMENT RIGHTS.
Paid for by OGCA PAC, Robert Wos Treasurer

“Name the Newsletter” Update. Eightyfour members submitted suggestions in
the “Name the Newsletter” contest. We received some clever and interesting ideas,
and will be reviewing them over the coming months and selecting a winner. In the
meantime, each participant can expect a
small token of appreciation. We have the
best members in the world and appreciate all the thought that went into the many
suggestions.
Certificates of Authenticity have been
distributed to the owners of the 75th An-

2011 Robert Rubendunts Best
Educational Award & 2011
Member's Choice Award

niversary Ithaca Model 37s. Just 3 of the
75th Anniversary guns remain! Visit Cecil
Parker at Row J if you are interested.

We must have the signature of tableholders on the Safety Guarantee on the back
of the table Application. For the convenience of members frequently paying by
phone via credit card we have an Extended Safety Guarantee form you may
sign that is good thru 12/31/2013. Call
the business office for a form.
The winner of the beautiful Ely Peace
Pipe Tomahawk is Russell Stalnaker.
Karl and Peggy Wilburn who have been
a part of the club for over 50 years had the
honor of pulling the winning ticket on behalf of The OGCA Civil Rights Defense
Fund. The tomahawk was handcrafted
by the late, great Robert Ely whose memoriam can be found on page 15.

The Civil Right Defense Fund raffle
drawing was held at high noon on July
22. From Left: Ron Clark, Trustee;
Peggy and Karl Wilburn; and Charles
Metcalf, Trustee.

Buckeye National Disabled
Shooting Championship
"U.S. Military Rifle
Grenade Launchers
WWI to Vietnam"
By Steve Griffin

Steve Griffin will be back in
November by popular request! Pictured
above on last year’s newsletter cover.

OGCA members are proud longtime
supporters of this fine organization!

...and the lucky winner of the
tomahawk is Russell Stalnaker!
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Jon

An Eternal Salute to
Chorpenning, 1945 - 2012

Husband, father, grandfather, soldier
and comrade...
Jon Chorpenning passed away peacefully
in his home on June 9th, 2012. We warmly and
whole-heartedly salute this multi-faceted unique
individual for his many
accomplishments over his 67 years.
U.S. Army, 36 Years, including U.S. Army
Special Forces, 27 Years; Vietnam Veteran,
having entered the military on April 20, 1969 and
served with 3/77th Armor Bn, 5th Infantry Div.,
2/34th Armor, 4th infantry Div. and 4/7th
Cavalry, 2nd Infantry Div. (OCONUS); Masters
Degree, Physics, 1977 (OSU); Teacher,
Columbus Schools; Police Officer, Powell, Ohio
and Obetz, Ohio; Ohio Deputy Sheriff, Brown
County; State of Ohio, Department of Veteran
Affairs; Police Chief at the Ohio Veterans Home in
Sandusky; and Project Manager, Veterans Home
in Georgetown, Ohio (retired in 2010). He leaves
behind five daughters, three grandchildren and
wife, Laurie, also an active OGCA member. He
was an OGCA member for over 45 years; Life
Member and Director Emeritus; and Trustee,
OGCA Civil Rights Defense Fund.
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In Memory

of

My Dad - By Joe Criniti, Director

How did this all begin - this craziness ready. I guess I passed the test because
that we call gun collecting, this thing that the next time out, I was loaded and killed
we do week after week and never tire 2 rabbits and 1 ring neck. I had hoped
of? I think it started for me as a young for a better nickname than the one that
boy waiting for my Dad to get home from I got (Butch), but that’s what they called
a Saturday hunt with his buddies. Dad me all day.
loved to hunt and was good at it. I would
be playing in the back yard and, yes, that As time went by, I became good friends
was when kids actually went outside to with my now cousin Ron, and we started
play, but as soon as I heard his car pull in, hunting together at the age of 16. We
I would run to see what he got. He would hunted every weekend together and to
show me the pheasants and rabbits that this day still hunt together with our boys.
he got and tell me all the stories about I believe at the age of 18 is when I started
the hunt. About how he walked through collecting guns. I worked at a gun shop
the corn field and just as they got to the in Eastlake, Ohio, for a couple years and
end, the bird came up. Dad was also a spent most of my check there. That was
big deer hunter going to upper peninsula the beginning of my collecting. I met my
Michigan every year and, of course, com- wife around the same time, so I had to
ing home with a deer. I
make some money to
remember that they all
go out but soon started
had nicknames. There
taking her to gun shows
was one guy they called
with me. I can remember
Quick Draw, and the one I
coming to my first OGCA
loved was Machinegun Al
show in Columbus with
because he hunted with
Kenny Kolt and could not
a Browning A5, and Dad
believe my eyes. Ken told
said Al needed all 5 shots
me that if it was made, it
to hit a rabbit. I asked Dad
would be there, and he
what they called him and
was right.
he said, “Deadeye; because I don’t miss.” Dad
I started collecting anywas a WW2 vet and loved
thing that would go bang
guns. He was so proud
and later turned my focus
of his military souvenirs
to Colt Military 1911 and
and showed them off to
1911A1. An old friend of
all that would listen. He
mine, Sam Costanzo, told
had some real cool guns
me to find the gun you
and stories to go with
love and learn all you can
them. At 17 years old, Joe Criniti, Jr., who inspired about that gun and collect
he joined the Navy to see a love of firearms in his son, only that. By 1982, I comthe world and ended up
pleted my collection of
Joe Criniti II.
in Pearl Harbor. He said
1911’s, including a pair of
to see the ships lying on their sides was Singers and a North American. In 1982,
horrifying for a 17 year old. Dad served we were living in a small home in Willoour country proudly and came home to wick, Ohio, and wanted to buy a bigger
start a life with Mom. Dad passed three house, so I sold my collection to make
years ago at the age of 85, but his stories life better for my family. It was an easy
live on in the lives of my sons.
decision to make because my family is
the most important thing in my life, and
When I was around 10 years old my I knew that the day would come when I
Dad started taking me out to shoot at my would be able to start collecting again. In
grandparents’ house. I remember my the 90’s, both boys were out of the house,
Grandfather gave my Dad his two guns and it was time to start collecting again.
to give to me when I was ready, a Win- I found a new love for antique guns and
chester 42, Winchester 97 and a Win- now have a great collection of Colt pischester 1890 in 22 LR. I still have them tols from the Civil War to the Colt 1873
all to this day and look forward to giving SAA. It’s funny how that happens, but I
them to my grandsons one day. My first can remember when I lived at home, my
hunt was at the age of 11, and I carried parents never went further than Canada
an empty gun so Dad could see if I was and one time, Florida. After I moved out,

it was Hawaii and Italy.
At 61 years young, I look around our show,
and I see mostly gray-haired people my
age, and it scares me because who are
we going to pass this great hobby on to?
I have two sons that have been coming
to the OGCA since the ages of 7 and 10
and you will almost always see my oldest son Joe at my tables. Now the next
generation is coming, and Joe has been
bringing my two grandsons Joseph and
Anthony to OGCA and they LOVE it, and
so do I. I would encourage you to bring
your kids and grandchildren to the shows
with you so this wonderful hobby doesn’t
stop with us. The future of having guns
in our nation will fall on our children and
if we don’t get them involved, we will fail
as gun owners. One of my greatest joys
was seeing my grandson Joe’s face while
he sat next to me as I dropped a 10-point
buck last year.
It is very important that our children learn
the respect for guns as well as others. Our
children watch so much TV and “shoot
‘em-up” videos that shooting classmates
in school almost seems normal to them.
We, as gun owners, have a responsibility
to all those around us, to keep our guns
out of the reach of kids.
As a newer member of the OGCA Board
of Directors, I want to offer ideas on how
to get more youngsters to the shows and
how to better teach our youth firearms history and respect for all guns. I would be
open to your suggestions, so please stop
at my table and tell me your thoughts. I
believe that OGCA is the greatest gun
association in the country today, and we
need to keep it going strong.

Director Joe Criniti with son, Joe,
and grandsons Joseph and Anthony
at a recent OGCA meeting.
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Get to Know Your Candidates for The OGCA
Director Election
The annual election of Directors will be held November 17, 2012, at the Roberts Centre in Wilmington, OH. These 5
fine candidates will be campaigning for one of 3 Director positions. Be sure to meet them at the September, October
and November meetings. You will find an outline of their biography below. Mark your calendar to attend and make
your vote count!
RALF J. EYSTER Member of OGCA for 10 years. Profession: Retired as Director of Purchasing and
Traffic Empire Detroit Steel Division. Collecting Interests: Collector of pre-WWII Colt semi-automatic
pistols. Qualifications: (managed the purchasing and transportation functions of five specialty steel
plants in three states); Cyclops Corporation, served as Director of Operations and Purchasing for Ultra
Tech Plastics (managed all aspects of production and purchased raw materials). Owned and operated
his own materials brokerage company. Previous exhibitor and display award winner at The Ohio Gun
Collectors Association, Colt Collectors Association, and the National Rifle Association display shows.
Memberships: The Colt Collectors Association and the NRA.
FRANK KERN Life Member and Member of OGCA for 35 years. Profession: Retired outside sales,
managed sales force over 2 states. Collecting Interests: Browning Hi-Powers, Colt SAA’s, Winchester
military shotguns and pre-64 model 70’s, modern U.S. military firearms and fighting knives. Qualifications: Current OGCA Director 2010-2012, vice-chairman of 2012 OGCA Display Show. Currently
serves on Screening and Enforcement, OGCA Display Show, and Veterans Affairs Committees. Former
Financial Secretary for the Southern Ohio Dog & Game Protective Association. Past ORPA Trustee and
State of Ohio Hunter Safety Instructor. U.S. Army Captain and Artillery Battery Commander. Memberships: NRA Benefactor Life Member and Member for 52 years, American Legion for 36 years, Miami
Rifle and Pistol Club.
SHERMAN M. KIRKLAND III Life Member of OGCA for 25 plus years. Profession: Owner/President of
Sherman’s Automotive in Mentor, OH. Collecting Interests: H&R Handy Guns, Antique Flare and Gas
Guns, and Projectors. 20th century U.S. and foreign military arms and accessories. Qualifications:
Entrepreneur. Started his own business 36 years ago and is a past president of Solon Sportsman’s Association and Trustee for Dallas Arms Collectors Association. Memberships: Life Member NRA, Life
Member Dallas Arms Collectors Association and member of Solon Sportsman’s Association.

VINCENT F. LORD OGCA member for 5 years. Profession: Entrepreneur, President, and Owner of
two companies. Partner and Instructor of a tactical training school. Gunsmith. Collecting Interests:
Has an interest in all weaponry especially Colt Woodsmans, Winchester Shotguns, AR’s, 1911’s and
knives. Qualifications: Owns and operates Valor Arms Manufacturing since 1997. Vincent Lord has
been fascinated with building firearms since childhood and has transformed that interest into a career.
Valor Arms builds custom rifles and the company has morphed into a federally licensed manufacturer of
custom-made precision rifles. In the process, Vince has become an accomplished gunsmith. In partnership, he also started Valor Tactical in 2008, a concealed weapons permit, and tactical training school
where he also teaches courses. Memberships: Member of the NRA.

SEAN A. McCARTER Member of OGCA for 18 years. Profession: Private law practice. Collecting
Interests: Harrington & Richardson single-shot target pistols, the USRA model and the Sportsmans;
pistols relating to Walter F. Roper; pre-WWII American-quality double-barrel shotguns; and single-shot
rifles. Collecting since the age of 6. Qualifications: Private law practice for 18 years. Legal practice
focuses on business transactions, real estate deals and their litigation. Experienced in negotiations,
creating contracts, resolving employment issues, dispute resolution and investigating controversies.
Memberships: NRA Life Member, Parker Gun Collectors Association for 12 years, Hilltop Sportsmans
Club for 19 years, the Smith & Wesson Collectors Association for 4 years, and the Ohio State Bar Association since 1994.

In Memoriam
We are saddened of the passing of a
well–known historian, fine craftsman and
longtime OGCA member, Robert L. Ely.
Bob passed away May 26, 2012. He had
been a proud supporter of OGCA since
2004 with several donations of his museum-quality reproductions of 18th and
19th century tomahawks and hawk/pipes
used in raffles benefitting OGCA PAC and
OGCA CRDF.
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MEETING DATES
Sept. 15-16, 2012 Roberts Centre
Oct. 27-28, 2012 I-X Center, hotel pg. 3
Nov. 17-18, 2012 Roberts Centre
Jan. 5-6, 2013 Roberts Centre
Mar. 23-24, 2013 Roberts Centre
May 18-19, 2013 Roberts Centre
July 20-21, 2013 Roberts Centre
Sept. 21-22, 2013 - Roberts Centre

Hours
He was once commissioned by the Ohio
Sat., 8 AM - 5 PM • Sun., 8 AM - 2 PM
Historical Society to build a replica of the
Don't forget we close at 2 PM on Sunday!
famous Tecumseh presentation tomaLt. Robert L. Ely
Set-up (Tableholders) Friday, 3 PM - 9 PM and 1/2
hawk. Several years later Bob was recalled by the Society to identify his work hunter and a gun enthusiast, liking nothhour early Sat. and Sun.
– they had mixed up the original and copy, ing but the best.
Directions The Roberts Centre
and could not tell the difference!
Life Member Dick Seelinger passed away
June 17, 2012. Dick was a Senior Member (retired) American Society of Appraisers: Antique and Modern Firearms Classifications: Endowment Member of the
NRA; senior member of the ASA and the
Kentucky Rifle Association; Lifetime sponsor of Ducks Unlimited; Paul Harris Fellow
25-Year member Dr. Morton K. Ohlbaum,
of Rotary International; and Life Member
passed away Tuesday April 24, 2012. Dr.
of the FOPA and ATA.
Ohlbaum, served as a Major in the U.S.
Air Force and retired as an Optometrist in
Many knew Dick, not just through the
the Dayton, Ohio area.
OGCA, but from his gun shop in Cuyaho32-Year member and avid gun collector for ga Falls, Ohio, Dicks Gun Room. Dick and
over 40 years, Fred M. Warren of Cleve- his wife Rita opened their gun store back
land, Ohio passed away this last May. in 1971. It catered to the hunter, shooter
Fred was a historian at Bauch & Laumb. and the collector and gave
Charles (Bud) Reichert of Columbus, Ohio you an “oldwas a Life Member of OGCA since 1972. time feel”.
He passed away June 14, 2012.
Bob was no stranger to firearms as he
was a veteran of the United States Army
and retired in 1987 as Lieutenant of the
Ohio State Highway Patrol following 31
years of service. He had been in charge
of the Crime Lab. A great friend to OGCA,
Lt. Robert L. Ely will be deeply missed.

Joseph Anthony Bollinger, Sr. of Bulls
Gap, Tennessee, passed away April 13,
2012. Joseph was an OGCA member for
15 years. He loved coming to the OGCA
meetings. His hobby of collecting started
over 40 years ago. He made many friends
through OGCA.
Gene Brown, age 69 of Farmersville was
a member of OGCA for 40+ years and
was a Life Member. Gene passed away
unexpectedly at home. He retired from
the Chrysler Corporation after 30 years of
service. He was a member of the Amateur
Trapshooting Association and an Ohio
State Trapshooting Doubles Champion.
Gene was also a lifetime member of the
NRA.
Harry Grooms, age 93 of West Union,
was a 33-year member of OGCA and a
Life Member. Harry was Captain of the
Guards at Ohio Penitentiary. He was a

123 Gano Road, Wilmington, OH 45177 (800) 6547038. Roberts Centre is located at I-71, Exit 50 (U.S.
Route 68) and is north of and visible from the interstate.
From Cleveland or Columbus take I-71 South.
Take the US 68 exit, exit 50. Turn right onto US
68 and right onto Gano Road. Hall is on the left.
From Cincinnati take I-71 North. Take the US
68 exit, exit 50. Turn left onto US 68. Turn right
onto Gano Road. Roberts Centre is on the left.
From Toledo take I-75 South. Take the US-35 exit number
52B. Merge onto US 35 East. Take the US 68/Home Ave.
exit towards Wilmington. Turn right onto US 68. Turn left
onto Gano Road. Roberts Centre is on the left. From
Dayton take US 35 East, take US Route 68 S (Home
Ave.) toward Wilmington, turn right onto US 68, turn left
onto Gano Road, Roberts Centre is on the left.

Hotels Roberts Centre

1) Headquarters Hotel: Holiday Inn at Roberts Centre
123 Gano Road., Wilmington, OH 45177 (937) 283-3200
or (800) 654-7036 $92 + tax. Check in 3 PM. SOLD OUT
24-hour cancellation.
2) General Denver Hotel (6 mi) 81 W. Main St.,
Dick was an
Wilmington, OH. $85 + tax but present OGCA badge for
honest,
all$10 discount. Historic Inn (937) 383-4141.
American
3) Wilmington Inn 909 Fife Ave., Wilmington, OH (937)
businessman
382-6000 (7 mi.) $55 + tax, good thru 2011
who
treated
4) Hampton Inn & Suites 201 Holiday Dr., Wilmington.
everyone with
(937) 382-4400 (7 mi) $89 + tax.
kindness. He
5) Holiday Inn Express 155 Holiday Dr., Wilmington (937)
had a memo382-5858 (7 mi) $86 + tax
rable sense of
6) Hampton Inn WCH 11484 Allen Rd., NW, Jeffersonville.
humor and a
(740) 948-9499 (15 Mi.) 1-71 at Exit 65. South outlet mall.
Dick Seelinger
sometimes or$80 + tax.
7) Baymount Inn & Suites 11431 Allen Rd. NW,
nery nature that was quite contagious.
Jeffersonville, OH 43128 (740) 948-2104 (15 mi). I-71
Our deepest sympathy goes out to the Exit 65. South outlet mall. $69 + tax
8) Econo Lodge 9060 West Lancaster Rd., Jeffersonville,
family and friends of the deceased.
OH 43128 (740) 948-2332 (15 mi.) single $52 + tax, double
$54 + tax.
July Meeting Stats
9) Quality Inn WCH 10160 Carr Rd. NW, Jeffersonville,
OH 43128. (740) 426-6400 (19 mi.) North outlet mall.
Guests: 559  Tables: 748
1-71 Exit 69. $54 + tax.
Applicants: 189 Please review
10) Holiday Inn Express WCH (26 mi.) 101 Courthouse
the Applicant List enclosed as a
Parkway, Washington Court House, OH 43160. $80 + tax.
separate insert.
Opened July 2010; (740) 335-9310. Approximately 11
miles from I-71 at exit 65 (US 35).
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A special thank you
to the Firearms Engravers
Guild of America
for an outstanding
display of craftsmanship
at our July Meeting.
Tim Adlam
Philip Baker
C. Roger Bleile
Sandy Brady
Chris DeCamillis
Mike Dubber
Paul Hamler
Al Lofgrin
Tira Mitchell
John Timmens
Scott Pilkington
John Maxson
Brian Powley
Kevin Wigton

We would also like to recognize
---Joe Rundell--for organizing this special event
and allowing us to feature his
fine engraving on the custom Sabatti shotgun on the front cover.
Joe is an 18 year member of The
Ohio Gun Collectors Association
and a dedicated member of The
Firearms Engravers Guild of
America.

New Firearm Engravers Book
is a Delight For Collectors
If you missed the displays by members of The Firearm Engravers Guild of
America at the July meeting, you won't
want to miss OGCA member C. Roger
Bleile’s new book, American Engravers; The Twenty-first Century.
Mr. Bleile signed this new book throughout the July weekend in the “engravers
section” and made himself available to
fellow members and firearm collectors
with questions on engraving.
Many members commented that the
book itself, like its subject matter, is a
work of art in its own right. It is hardbound, coffee-table quality with 360
pages and over 700 high-quality photos
from approximately 40 selected American engraving artists including OGCA
members Carl Bleile, Mike Dubber and
Joe Rundell, plus a number of our talented special guests in the column to
the left.
In writing the book, Bleile said he wanted to avoid superficial treatment for the
featured artists similar to many publications where they get three or four sentences and one page of small pictures
that do no justice to their work. Each
chapter on the featured engravers has
a full-page biography and numerous
pages of their work with large images.

It is the type of book that you can look
at over and over and always discover a
new detail.
At the July meeting, FEGA members
proved that this is the “Golden Age” of
firearm engraving and Bleile’s book includes a very interesting chapter on the
state of engraving in the 21st century.
“In addition, for the benefit of firearm
collectors, my publisher, S.P. Fjestad,
has added a chapter on how to determine the values for engraved firearms in
today’s market place,” said Bleile.
Bleile also included a CD-ROM bound
in the back of the book featuring a directory of engraving schools and private
instructors, a directory of manufacturers and vendors, an engraving glossary
with over 400 illustrations and a special
section called Tools and Techniques of
the Hand Engravers with step-by-step
illustrated explanations of scroll engraving, relief engraving, and gold inlay.
This book retails for $75.00 and is published by longtime OGCA member and
Display Show judge Stephen Fjestad,
publisher of The Blue Books. Visit
www.bluebook.com for more information or for a signed copy, email rbleile@
insightbb.com.

