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“The Spanish Colonial Army: 1868-1898, 
Guardians of the Tropical Empire”, by 
Bill Combs, reflects the military power of 
Spain during the final years of her tropical 
empire.  Creative and highly educational, 
it included firearms, edged weapons, uni-
forms and equipment of the Spanish sol-
dier during the Spanish American War. 

Bill Combs has been an OGCA member 
since 1995 and is the current president of 
the Ohio Valley Military Society.  

The exhibit earned the Second Overall 
Award, and we thank Bill for sharing his 
outstanding exhibit at our May 2014 An-
nual Display Show. 
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Spot Light 

CoLLeCtion

 Who is Michael Bloomberg?  He 
used to be the wealthy Mayor of New York 
City and is still one of the richest men in 
the United States.  He fancies himself as 
a white knight and a proponent of the Sec-
ond Amendment.  However, in my opinion, 
he is akin to Reverend Jim Jones of Jame-
stown, stirring and preparing his lethal bowl 
of Kool Aid sweetened with lies, half truths 
and misrepresentations encouraging all of 
us to drink and believe, and hoping that his 
arguments, infused by his millions, will per-
suade some of us to do so.  His intended 
victim, of course, is the Second Amend-
ment and he knows that if a majority of us 
drink his Kool Aid that it will begin the death 
knell of our Second Amendment rights. 

 I sincerely doubt that the majority 
of us are that foolish. 

 He is, however, relentless.  Con-
sider the millions he has already spent on 
his Coalition of Mayors Against Illegal Guns 
who send groups of individuals across state 
lines to tempt attendees at open gun shows 
with the promise of a quick sale (money) 
or tempt those gun owners who advertise 
guns for sale on the internet in a like man-
ner.  Of course if an illegal sale occurs 
the sympathetic media is provided with all 
the details for public consumption and his 
money and media trumpets his occasional 
manufactured successes.  

More Kool Aid anyone?  

	 He	allegedly	paid	for	and	had	filed	
an Amicus Brief (friend of the Court) in the 
Heller v. District of Columbia Case head of  
the Supreme Court of the United States; 
not supporting Heller but rather the anti-
gun proponents on the other side of the ar-
gument.  Surprised?

 He is on the record as currently 
committing 50 million dollars of his money 
to selected states, supporting anti-gun can-
didates and issues; as further evidence of 
his heinous efforts to erode our Second 
Amendment rights. Pathetic!!!!  Can his 
money be scattered across our constitution 
like acid with the obvious intention of selec-
tively destroying parts of it?  I doubt it. 

 He has been beaten at this game 
before.  Colorado is a prime example where 
despite the vast sums of money he alleg-
edly spent to protect and promote anti-gun 
candidates he was given his hat and shown 
the door.  He is not our friend. 

STAY VIGILANT!  

 

 JIM TEKAVEC
 President

Wrong Way CruSader
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The October meeting is quickly approach-
ing!  Look for the YELLOW table applica-
tion and guest pass forms enclosed in the 
envelope of this newsletter.   

Don’t miss the opportunity to see over 
900  tables -  an enormous collaboration 
of members from all over the country and 
collectors	 from	 five	 iconic	 collecting	 or-
ganizations.  Our guests, WACA, Marlin 
Collectors, Colt Collectors, L. C. Smith, 
and High-Standard Collectors Associa-
tion members will all be there with dis-
plays and trade tables.  In addition, we 
just learned that The Remington Society 
of America will have a display by Daniel 
Posarek entitled “Unusual Conversions 
of Remington Pistols”.  This is a great op-
portunity to play “show and tell” as well as 
to	research	your	firearm	at	the	Cody	Fire-
arms Museum archivist table. 

The meeting will take place on the East 
side of the I-X Center with plenty of park-
ing in the North lot.  The I-X will also have 
food vendors available to refuel your body 
for more trading.  Trick or Treat Street will 
have their event on the West side of the 
hall so bring the kids. (Admission fee and 
entry is separate from OGCA through the  
West entrance.) 

For	those	that	would	like	to	stay	the	week-
end, there is a wide choice of hotels and 
restaurants to make your stay enjoyable.  
Plus the I-X Center is conveniently next 
door to the Cleveland Hopkins Airport for 
those traveling via plane.  Your family will 

enjoy the stay with all that Cleveland has 
to offer, including the Rock and Roll Hall 
of	Fame,	the	Cleveland	Aquarium	and	the	
Horseshoe Casino to just name a few.  
Check out www.thisiscleveland.com for 
more information. 

If you are driving, the I-X is just 2 hours 
from Pittsburgh & Columbus, 2.5 hours 
from Detroit, 4 hours from Cincinnati, 5 
hours from Indianapolis, Toronto & Chica-
go.  Address: One I-X Center Drive, (input 
6200 Riverside Drive for GPS), Cleveland, 
Ohio 44135. Visit their website, www.ix-
center.com for more information. 

As with all I-X Center events, there is a 
daily parking fee of $8.00 on Saturday 
and Sunday which is non-negotiable and 
paid entirely to the  I-X Center.   Most ho-
tels in the area do offer free shuttle ser-
vice to the I-X Center.  Tableholders may 
purchase an unlimited in and out pass on 
Friday	during	set-up	for	$16.00

Headquarters Hotel: 
Crowne Plaza Cleveland Airport (OGCA/
WACA Headquarters):  Located  near 
I-71 and Bagley Rd., 4 miles from the I-X 
Center. 7230 Engle Rd., Middleburg Hts., 
OH  44130; phone: (440) 243-4040.  Men-
tion you are an “Ohio Gun Collectors” or 
WACA member for a special rate of  $87 
(plus tax).

Additional hotels can be found  
at www.ogca.com.

If	you	are	a	WACA,	MFCA,	LCSCA,	CCA	
or HSCA member and would like to re-
serve a table in their section, you can 
obtain a table application form from your 
organization or contact Sandra Schwab 
at	OGCA	business	office	with	questions.	

Please note we are aware of the leg-
islation that the mayor presented to the 
Cleveland City Council.  We will keep you 
updated if anything should arise before 
our October Meeting.  Now is the time 
to show your support by bringing your 
friends and family.  You will not be disap-
pointed in this great show. There will be 
something for everyone! 
 

The	 2014	 PAC	 Raffle	 is	 underway	 and	
we have had a huge response from those 
who	want	a	chance	at	winning	one	of	five	
great prizes.  We appreciate your support!  
Raffle	tickets	were	enclosed	with	your	July	
newsletter and will be available during the 

September Meeting until 11:45 PM Sun-
day, September 21, 2014 with the drawing 
at 12 PM.  Winner need not be present but 
you can’t win unless you buy a ticket!  If 
you can not attend the meeting we can ac-
cept	 requests	 for	 raffle	 tickets	 by	 phone,	

email www.ogca.com or send us a writ-
ten request to the OGCA Business Of-
fice	P.O.	Box	670406,	Sagamore	Hills,	
OH 44067.  

Ticket requests can be accepted until 
September	8th	 in	 the	business	office.	
This will allow enough turn around 
time to get them to you for you to mail 
them	back	filled	out	with	your	donation.		
Please have them mailed in enough 
time	 to	 arrive	 in	 the	 Business	 Office	
no later than September 18th.  Please 
remember PAC can not accept credit 

cards	or	corporate	checks	for	raffle	tickets.	
All the items will be on display at the table 
of	 Director/PAC	 Chairman	 Frank	 Becker	
(row	P,	look	for	the	orange	flag).	

Remember All donations go toward the 
continuing	fight	for	your	firearm	freedoms.	
Lets help support those Pro-gun candi-
dates up for election and re-election.

Also, the new 2014 OGCA pin is now avail-
able at the PAC table for the donation level 

of $4.00.  This is 
a nice size pin to 
wear with pride.

Thank you  
for your 
support!

northeaSt ohio oCtober 18-19, 2014, 
i-X Center tabLeS on SaLe noW!

Don’t Miss!
Cody Firearms Museum 

Records Office Table 
I-X Center - Oct. 18-19

FREE SERIAL NUMBER SEARCHES
Winchester, Marlin and L.C. Smith  

Can’t make the October meeting?   
Jessica Bennet is also available via phone 
on Saturday: September 20th 9 a.m. to 5 

p.m.  Only for folks at the Wilmington  
meeting. Call: 307.578.4031 or Email: 

cfmrecords@centerofthewest.org

Buffalo	Bill	Center	of	the	West	Firearms	Members	
get	FREE	searches	and	receive	20%	off	of	factory	
letters and search packs. Non-members may re-
quest two free searches - additional searches are 
$10	each.	Factory	letters	are	discounted	$10.	

1st Prize: Springfield M-1 Garand CMP

2nd prize: Czech VZ - 2000  

made by   Ohio Ordnance Works

3rd prize: Walther P-38 Pistol and case

Fourth prize:   OGCA 75th Ann. Knife Set 

Fifth prize:   OGCA Jacket in your size.  

OGCA PAC
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Karl	Wilburn	will	be	the	first	to	tell	you	he	has	
had a blessed life. He and wife Peg have 
been married for 62 - years. Together they 
raised a family in the Cedarville area. Their 
work was often hard but they made a living 
doing what they loved. Known for many ac-
complishments, Wilburn was the purveyor of 
K-W Horns which offered ready to assemble 
powder horn kits to muzzleloading enthu-
siasts. He maintained a booth on vendors 
row	at	the	National	Muzzleloading	Rifle	As-
sociation	events	at	Friendship,	 Indiana	for	
nearly thirty years. He was always ready 
to help anyone and made many friends 
along the way.

K-W Horns was only the tip of the horn 
business and something of a sideline to 
Wilburn’s real contributions. He was known 
throughout the American horn making 
world as an artisan and supplier of quality 
horns to master horn makers. He is quick 
to share any accomplishment with his wife 
noting, “What I did in the horn business 
was basically Peg and I. She was working 
beside me all the time.”

Roland Cadle and Art DeCamp represent-
ing The Honourable Company of Horners 
guild were paying their long-time friend a 
visit.	Formed	in	1996	The	Honorable	Com-
pany of Horners is an organization of people 
interested in studying and preserving the 
methods of working horns.  Horns are most 
commonly associated with powder horns but 
are often items like drinking cups, ink wells 
and blowing horns. Horns were worked into 
many uses by skilled tradesmen and were 
very valuable on the American frontier.

Explaining the background for the visit, 
Cadle said, “The art of hornsmithing is taking 
a	cow	horn	and	working	with	it.	You	can	flat-
ten it, turn it, weld it and move it. The entire 
art form in America was all but lost. Karl was 
doing this work back in the 1970s when the 
process of how to make a horn was a learn-
ing	experience.	We	worked	to	figure	out	how	
they were made. How did they do them in 
the early American days?  When it came to 
powder horns and especially the screw tip 
horn, Karl Wilburn was the one person who 

was re-inventing the wheel.”

DeCamp adds, “A few of us wanted to make 
powder horns. Karl was the only source that 
would sell horns and provide advice on how 
to do the job. He was very instrumental in 
helping me, and many others, move forward. 
He was not only my supplier but provided so 
much valuable information over many years. 
Karl had a very good eye and memory for 
horns. I had an original Indiana horn that I 
wanted to make a replica. I showed him the 

original. He said wait a minute and dove to 
the back of the booth digging through horns.  
Pretty soon he comes out grinning and hold-
ing the exact horn I needed.”

Cadle explains, “What we want to do is 
recognize those who, before the Guild was 
started, were significant people. These 
people carried on or restarted the whole art 
form. In the trade of hornsmithing one of the 
things that a Master Horner would be doing 
was	making	lantern	panes.	They	would	flat-
ten the entire horn, split and clarify it.  Most 
people think in the 17th or 18th century that 
a lantern had glass in it. The original old 
English term is “Lanthorn”.  Glass is fragile, 
shatters easily and was very expensive.  So 
the covering over the lanterns was a sheet 
of horn. We devised the ‘Lanthorn Award’ 
where we took a period tin lantern put the 
horn pane into it.  It is in recognition of those 
who lighted the way for us in hornsmithing. 

Wilburn	has	 shone	a	 significant	 light	 onto	
our path.”

In addition to making powder horns, Wilburn 
was supplying horns to makers across the 
United States. It was a huge undertaking. 
It’s hard to imagine what a pile of 4000 cow 
horns looks like. Wilburn explains, “We 
would get a large box with about 4000 cow 
horns.  We had to boil them immediately for 
20 minutes per the USDA regulations. We 
used a large iron kettle. Then we scraped 

them down to get the bugs and spiders 
out of the horn. Spiders would go inside 
the	horn	to	get	the	flies.	We	killed	a	lot	of	
spiders in those days!”

Wilburn created the system to grade the 
horns by color, curve, twist and size. He 
explains, “When we started there were no 
patterns	for	sorting	them	so	we	had	to	fig-
ure that out. We developed the standards. 
We graded the horns out by color, size, 
curve and twist.  Once sorted they were 
placed in plastic barrels.   

They were then sold to other horn makers 
who wanted unpolished horns of certain 
specifications	for	their	work.”

The rest of the afternoon passed quickly.  
Voices danced and eyes sparkled as long-
time friends shared precious memories. 
Sadly the afternoon was soon ending and 
it was time for Cadle and DeCamp to head 
home. The Lanthorn Award occupies a place 
of honor in the Wilburn home. More impor-
tantly these friends have a special place in 
each other’s memories and hearts for what 
they have shared around their love of horn-
smithing and quality workmanship. I know for 
Karl and Peg WIlburn the opportunity to visit 
with cherished friends made the day very 
special. I was blessed to hear the stories and 
share the moment with my friends. 

Karl and Peg Wilburn have been members 
for over 52 years!  They rarely miss a meet-
ing. Be sure to visit them in row O at the 
Roberts Centre. Special thanks to outdoors 
writer, Larry Moore for sharing this with fel-
low members. 

ogCa MeMber honored For pioneering Work  By Larry Moore

Art DeCamp (l) and Roland Cadle (far right) pres-
ent The Honourable Company of Horner Lan-
thorn Award to Karl and Peg Wilburn (c).

Photo: (By Larry Moore)

Annual 2015 Tables will be on sale at 
the September and November meetings 
for January 2015-November 2015.  Cost 
is $420 per table ($70 x 6 regular Wilm-
ington meetings).  A convenient way to 
reserve a  table for the whole year!

Tableholder email List: Note that mem-
bers may sign up at any meeting for ta-
bles for the next meeting.  We can also 
email the Table Application to any mem-
ber at their request.  If you would like to 
be added to the email list, just call, fax 
or email.  

annuaL tabLeS go on SaLe in nov./ tabLehoLder LiSt
Meeting hourS 

Sat., 8 AM - 5 PM  •  Sun., 8 AM - 2 PM 
Don't forget we close at 2 PM on Sunday! 
Set-up (Tableholders) Friday, 3 PM - 9 PM  

and 1/2 hour early Sat. and Sun.
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What do you say when a good friend passes 
before his time?  What do you say when 
that friend helped you achieve milestones 
in your life?

Well, I can start by saying that Mike Bren-
nan was an unforgettable man to all who 
truly knew him.

Mike was a past 2nd VP and Director of 
OGCA, and his father, Benson Brennan, 
was a past President of OGCA.  While I 
didn’t know his father, I did know Mike.  And 
Mike’s legacy is much more than that of a 
club	officer.		Especially	to	me.

I met Mike many years ago, when the OGCA 
was still meeting at the Veteran’s Memorial 
Building in downtown Columbus.  This was 
also about the time I became interested 
in	 single-shot	 rifles	 –	 and	 the	Winchester	
Single-Shot in particular.

Mike always had a table at the show, and 
he always had some very nice Winchester 
1885s on it.  So… I introduced myself one 
day and we began to chat about them.   That 
led to a friendship.   And Mike’s friendship 
helped me to write two books:  The Win-
chester Single-Shot and The Winchester 
Single-Shot Volume II.

Many of Mike’s insights are in those books.  
Along with many photos of his historic Win-
chesters.

But that was only part of the treasure that 
Mike Brennan gave to me.  The rest was 
counting him and his lovely wife, Paula, as 
friends.  That’s the real gift of life.   And the 
older I get, the more I realize how important 
true friends are.

So, to paraphrase Samuel Clemens, I’ve 
decided that “recent reports of Mike Bren-
nan’s demise are greatly exaggerated.”  
Mike isn’t gone.   He’s alive.   Alive as long 
as the Winchester Single-Shots he loved 
are still around.   And as long as collectors 
can learn from him, through the books we 
created together.

Thanks, Mike!

 - John Campbell

John Campbell of northeast, Ohio,  
has been a member almost three de-

cades.  The entire Brennan family thanks 
John for his fitting tribute!

Mike brennan’S death?  “greatLy eXaggerated”!

Loving life! The late Mike  
Brennan with wife, Paula

OGCA lost a very special friend and 25-
year member of our Registration Team on 
Saturday, July 12.   Shirley Holden was 
also the cherished wife for 57 years of 
Past President Virgil Holden.  

Guns are a way of life for the Holden fam-
ily and Virgil says that he and Shirley have 
been everywhere and anywhere they had 
a gun show including every state except 
Hawaii.  He is proud to point out that it was 
Shirley that owned Holden Gun Shop and 
Shirley	who	held	a	federal	firearms	license.	
“Shirley ran the shop and did a great job 
at it,” said Virgil. She was knowledgeable 
about guns,  enjoyed collecting and served 
as past secretary/treasurer of NAAS (Na-
tional Association of Arms Shows). 

Shirley encouraged an appreciation of 
firearms	in	sons,	Jim	and	David	and	both	
remain Life members.  Her many grand-
children grew up at OGCA and remain 
members. In fact, granddaughter, Chrissy 
Holden, age 15, can be found at many 
meetings and is a nationally recognized 
shooter with Olympic aspirations.   

Early in their marriage, the Holdens lived 
in Alaska for 9 years during Virgil’s ser-
vice	 in	 the	Air	 Force	 and	 as	 a	 surveyor	
for	the	Federal	Land	Management	Office.		

They loved Alaska but returned home to 
the Canton area to care for Virgil’s father.   
They started Holden Surveying and Shir-
ley	assumed	the	role	of	office	manager.	

Besides guns, she loved crafting and was 
known for sewing, crocheting, and beauti-
ful hand-writing.  Shirley was also a writer 
and contributor to this newsletter.  She 

was generous with her time always giving 
away her hand-made wares for the sheer 
joy of creating and giving.  In addition, she 
collected Hummels and is a two-time win-
ner of the Best Decorated Cake award at 
the	Stark	County	Fair.

She was on the Osnaburg School Board, a 
member of the Lions Club, member of St. 
Louis Catholic Church and also attended 
St. Anthony’s Catholic Church. 

A memorial table was placed at the Ap-
plications desk during the July meeting 
and the recurring theme by visiting friends 
was that Shirley’s life was an incredible 
odyssey of epic human endurance and 
strength.  She had polio as a child, en-
dured great personal tragedy as a young 
mother, fought cancer,  and other long 
term illnesses. She never complained 
about her illnesses and was a dedicated 
team member who assisted literally thou-
sands of people become new members.  
Everyone who knew Shirley admired her 
determination and will to live.  After living a 
life of epic endurance her spirit lives on at 
OGCA and in this world!  

The family would like to thank those who 
have given their love, support and condo-
lences	throughout	this	difficult	time.

her Spirit reMainS With uS: ShirLey hoLden (1940 - 2014)

A splendid OGCA couple:  
Virgil and the late, Shirley Holden.
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Above: First Vice President Robert 
Ray Preston presented a check on 
behalf of OGCA to the Richwood Gun 
Club for support of their Youth Shoot-
ing League. 

Below: Fairfield Sportsmans Association 
youth shooting group received a donation 
at our May meeting. From left: FSA Trustee, 
David Harris; Earl Carrico; Kyle Livingood, 
grandson of Doug Taylor; Hannah King, 
granddaughter of Earl Carrico; David Harris; 
Katrina Demerle; First Vice President Rob-
ert Ray Preston; and Past President, Frank 
Hodges.

Above: Rebecca Waterman, Presi-
dent of the National Muzzleloading 
Rifle Association accepts a dona-
tion for the NMRA from 1st Vice 
President Robert Ray Preston  (r) 
and Tom Schiffer (l).

Left: NRA Certified Instructors from the  
Butler County Sportsmen Club, Hamil-
ton, OH, accept a donation for their Jr. 
Rifle Program.  From the left: Gary Sch-
weinfest, Ron Benge, First Vice Presi-
dent Robert Ray Preston and Don Flick.  
Right: Larry Smith, President of The 
Ohio Rifle & Pistol Association accepts 
a donation for ORPA Youth Shooting 
Sports from 1st Vice President Robert 
Ray Preston.

youth ShooterS Future CoLLeCtorS

As Ohio’s 53rd Secretary of State, Jon Hus-
ted is responsible for oversight of elections 
in one of the nation’s most hotly contested 
swing states.  By his steady hand, Ohio de-
livered a smooth and fair 2012 Presidential 
Election with record absentee voting turn-
out. This was thanks in part to his decision 
to	 send	 the	 first	 ever	 statewide	 absentee	
ballot application mailing to all Ohio voters, 
thereby reducing the chance of long lines at 
the polls on Election Day.  

From	 using	 technology	 to	 streamline	 the	
voting process to cleaning up Ohio’s voter 
rolls, and making it easier for military fami-
lies to vote no matter where their service 
takes them, Jon is always looking to im-
prove	how	we	run	elections	in	Ohio	–	and	
it’s getting noticed nationally. In 2013, the 
Washington	 Post’s	 blog	 “The	 Fix”	 named	

him one of their “Top 10 Rising Stars” in 
America.	For	his	outreach	to	military	fami-
lies, Jon was recently recognized by the 
Association of the United States Army and 
Ohio was deemed an All-Star State by the 
Military Voter Protection Project. 

In addition to serving as chief elections 
official,	 the	 Secretary	 of	 State	 is	 also	 the	
custodian	of	business	filings	in	Ohio.	Sec-
retary Husted is committed to ensuring 
that Ohio’s job creators have a positive 
first	 interaction	with	the	state	of	Ohio.		He	
believes that government should eliminate 
bureaucratic delays that cost businesses 
time and money. 

Prior to his election to the position of Sec-
retary of State in 2011,  Jon served as an 
Ohio State Senator and previously in the 
Ohio House of Representatives including 
as Speaker of the House from 2005-2008. 

Husted was endorsed in his last election  
by OGCA PAC. The NRA and Buckeye 
Firearms	Association	 also	 endorsed	 Hus-
ted in his last election and he is one of the 
few political candidates to have earned an 
“A+” rating from both.  

In his 10 year tenure in the Ohio legislature, 
he has voted with gun owners at least 14 
straight	 times,	 according	 to	 the	BFA.	 	He	
voted for a good concealed carry bill mul-
tiple times, and more importantly he voted 
against a terrible version after the Ohio 
Senate destroyed good legislation. He 

voted for a hunter apprentice bill, statewide 
preemption and the elimination of the “plain 
sight” requirement for concealed carry li-
cense holders in cars. He voted for Castle 
Doctrine, impaired hunters legislation, elim-
ination of nonsensical car carry restrictions 
and the ban on carrying in restaurants that 
sell alcohol if the licensee is not consuming 
any alcohol. 
 
According	to	Jim	Irvine,	President	of	BFA,	
in 2006, when Governor Bob Taft vetoed 
HB347, a comprehensive concealed carry 
law reform and statewide preemption, then-
Speaker Husted acted quickly to bring an 
override	vote	to	the	floor.	Acting	just	three	
hours after Governor Taft announced his 
veto, the House of Representatives over-
rode the veto by a vote of 71 to 21. That 
immediate and impressive vote led to the 
Senate joining in what is the only guberna-
torial veto override in Ohio in more than 30 
years.		BFA	points	out	that	without	Husted’s	
strong leadership, the veto override would 
not have happened. That vote led to state-
wide preemption, elimination of anti-gun lo-
cal ordinances, and a favorable ruling at the 
Ohio Supreme Court level. It allowed us to 
move forward to pass ‘Castle Doctrine’ and 
more than a dozen other critical improve-
ments	to	Ohio’s	firearms	laws.

Frank	Becker,	chairman	of	the	OGCA	PAC	
encourages all OGCA members to educate 
themselves on the important upcoming 
midterm elections and urges you to vote 
this November 4th, 2014.

SeCretary oF State 
Jon huSted 

Secretary of State Jon Husted with his 
wife Tina at the 2014 OGCA Member 
Recognition Banquet this past May.
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The Gadsden Flag

“I recollected that her eye excelled in bright-
ness, that of any other animal, and that she has 
no eye-lids—She may therefore be esteemed 
an emblem of vigilance.—She never begins 
an attack, nor, when once engaged, ever sur-
renders: She is therefore an emblem of mag-
nanimity and true courage.—As if anxious to 
prevent all pretensions of quarreling with her, 
the weapons with which nature has furnished 
her, she conceals in the roof of her mouth, so 
that, to those who are unacquainted with her, 
she appears to be a most defenseless animal; 
and even when those weapons are shown and 
extended for her defense, they appear weak and 
contemptible; but their wounds however small, 
are decisive and fatal:—Conscious of this, she 
never wounds till she has generously given 
notice, even to her enemy, and cautioned him 
against the danger of stepping on her.—Was I 
wrong, Sir, in thinking this a strong picture of 
the temper and conduct of America?”

- Benjamin Franklin

The	Gadsden	 flag	 and	 its	 symbolism	 the	
rattlesnake	is	a	historical	American	flag	with	
a	yellow	field,	the	words	“DON’T THREAD 
ON ME” and a coiled rattlesnake ready to 
strike.	The	flag,	named	after	American	gen-
eral and statesman Christopher Gadsden, 
who designed it in 1775, was used in the 
American Revolution.

The	Gadsden	flag	is	appearing	once	again.		
Not	in	an	armed	conflict	but	peacefully	as	a	
symbol of vigilance.  Retrieved from the his-
torical archives of American history to inform 
those who have forgotten what America is 
really all about. Be it so ever mindful of what 
looms on the horizon unless America takes 
back what it has paid so dearly for!

President Obama pushes his agenda by 
praising Australia’s Gun Control Policy 
which was the result of a government which 
advocated	confiscation	and	left	its	citizens	
totally incapable of defending itself against 
government tyranny.

There is no doubt that Obama is not talking 
about background checks when he praises 
Australia’s Gun Control Policy.  

It appears that Obama does not understand 
how background checks are conducted in 
America.  Or, maybe he chooses to not un-
derstand due to the fact that he has another 
agenda in mind.

Currently, federal law states that nobody in 

the United States can buy a gun from a store 
without a background check. 

What Obama is offering is cannon fodder. 
When he says anyone who wishes to buy a 
weapon has to go through a fairly rigorous 
process so we know who you are; he is 
setting the stage for registration and subse-
quently	confiscation.	The	real	question	that	
should be  addressed by Obama is whether 
or not one should have to go through a back-
ground check when selling their personal 
firearm	privately.

Regardless of whether or not Obama 
understands how the current system actu-
ally operates, be assured that if there is 
infringement on 2nd Amendment rights in 
America (the right to self-defense - under the 
threat of overwhelming government force), 
America will forever be transformed into 
the likes of something we will all not want 
to live to see.

The delusional gun control advocate would 
like nothing more than to see gun owners 
systematically rounded up and disposed of 
by federal troops and/or law enforcement 
agencies making their delusion of a gun 
free nation come to life at no cost to them.  
The outcome will be much different.  It is 
highly unlikely that they would live to see 
such a day.

A	significant	percentage	of	the	military	and	
law enforcement officers that would be 
charged with enforcing their unconstitutional 
edicts are also gun owners. Roughly 2 million 
service members and 800,000 law enforce-
ment	officers	swore	an	oath	to	defend	the	
Constitution. What this means is that they 
did not swear an oath to defend any govern-
ment, political party, or administration.

What	one	can	expect	to	see	if	confiscation	is	
mandated	is	a	significant	number	of	resigna-
tions within government.  Of these resigna-
tions,	one	would	expect	to	see	a	significant	
number bringing along their knowledge to 
the opposition to wage war.  

For	those	who	do	not	resign,	it	is	highly	un-
likely	that	they	would	enforce	confiscation.		
Intelligence gathering on their part would 
play an important role for patriots defending 
the Constitution.

It is impossible to know how many veterans 
or others among the 80 million gun owners 
in this nation would choose to participate in 
active or passive resistance.  However, one 
can predict fairly that government forces 

numbering less than 1.5 million would be 
charged with securing a nation of 318 million.  
Resources would have to be deployed over 
3.794 million square miles.  

The vast landscape for deployment would be 
only one factor that would contribute to the 
difficulty	 in	securing	control.	 	Not	knowing	
who the enemy is and the constant stress of 
knowing that their families would be targets 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 a year 
in a war fought without front lines would be a 
disaster.  A virtual Vietnam/Iraq/Afghanistan 
scenario would be played out.

“When the people fear the government, there is 
tyranny.  When the government fears the people, 
there is liberty.” – Thomas Jefferson  

Obama gives the impression that gun-
violence is on the increase. The Depart-
ment of Justice has stated on paper that a 
clear majority of Americans believe that gun 
violence is increasing (thanks to the media 
circus) when in fact it has dropped to a 20 
year low.

The current administration continues to 
ignore the copycat crimes the media so 
willingly exploits.  The only exception is 
this administration’s thirst to use it as a tool 
to fuel its political agenda regarding gun 
confiscation.

“America will never be destroyed from the 
outside.  If we falter and loose our freedoms, 
it will be because we destroyed ourselves.”    
           – Abraham Lincoln

Obama campaigned on change.  Those who 
foolishly believed those words will forever 
be transformed into an abyss of change 
indeed. 

Mark P. Fraterrigo of Fishers, New York, 
has been a member of OGCA since 1995.  
He is currently employed at L3 GCS in 
Victor NY as a Quality Engineer and the    
owner of Yankee Trader Relics (www.
yankeetraderrelics.com)

“the road to ConFiSCation Can onLy Lead to rebeLLion”
-	By	Mark	P.	Fraterrigo
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Election season is beginning and time is 
running out on the current legislative ses-
sions. Politicians are spending lots of time 
in district securing votes, which is the per-
fect time to talk to them about legislative 
issues important to you. “Lame duck” or 
the legislative session after the election is 
always interesting, but this year could be 
especially so. Bills not passed by the end 
of the year will die, and the entire process 
must start anew in January.

Don’t	 worry	 about	 specific	 bill	 numbers.	
Talk	 to	 elected	 officials	 about	 issues	 that	
are important to you. Help them understand 
why you are a gun owner, and why freedom 
is important to you. What bad laws need to 
be repealed and good laws passed? Like 
many other states, in Ohio we are dealing 
with mandated “Safe storage” (read “Crimi-
nal prosecution for wrongful use of your 
gun by someone else”) bills that must be 
defeated.

Nationally reciprocity is always an important 
issue. Many states are discussing “Stand 
your ground” legislation which simply re-
moves a “Duty to retreat” hurtle one must 
clear before defending their life in many lo-
cations. Employee owned guns in personal 
vehicles in employer parking lots is always 
contentious. 

Background checks, mental health, train-
ing requirements, and victim zones (places 
where guns are banned making it easy for 
evil persons to kill large numbers of people 
safely) are current topics in many states.

Take advantage of this campaign season 
to	meet	with	your	elected	officials	and	help	
them understand your passion for owning, 
collecting and shooting guns. The better 
they know and understand you, the better 
they will be at representing your views with 
their	votes.	You	will	find	most	of	 them	en-
joy getting a better understanding of their 
community, and most of the “anti-gun” can-

didates are not “hostile” towards gun own-
ership as much as they are ignorant about 
guns in general. If they are hostile, don’t get 
mad	–	just	have	some	polite	fun	with	them	
and let them get mad at you.

Now is the time to start learning about two 
offices	 that	 are	 the	 most	 likely	 to	 impact	
your	life.	Those	offices	are	prosecutor	and	
judge.

I am often asked, “If I do such and such, 
will I be charged?” My canned response is, 
“Where would you do this?” The reaction is 
always a blank stare with the accompanied, 
“Huh?”

The question of “will I be prosecuted for 
something?” Depends as much on who the 
prosecutor is, as it does on what offense 
was committed. The same fact pattern may 
be aggressively prosecuted in one jurisdic-
tion, but politely excused or even comple-
mented in another jurisdiction, even if the 
laws are the same.

While it is true that New Jersey has strict 
gun laws, the real danger to gun owners 
is that they are aggressively prosecuted. 
Many law-abiding gun owners have been 
arrested and faced felony prosecutions for 
benign actions there. 

Ohio prosecutors are not up for election un-
til 2016, but election cycles for prosecutors 
vary by state. Know what you will be voting 
on this November.

Judges	may	be	 the	most	 difficult	 office	 to	
vote for, and the most important. Judicial 
candidates have cumbersome restrictions 
on how they may raise money, so most 
cannot afford to advertise or send large 
quantities of direct mail to voters. They are 
“non-partisan”	so	there	is	no	party	affiliation	
listed on the ballot. You must do research 
into the perspective candidates that will be 
on your ballot, and that takes time.

Judges are critical to how your life will go if 
you are victim of a robbery, home invasion, 
or have to use deadly force to stop a vio-
lent attack. Would you prefer a sympathetic 
or hostile judge? Most judges are elected, 
so you have a chance to cast your vote for 
either, but you need to take the initiative to 
learn about them now.

Focus	first	 on	appeals	 court	 judges.	They	
are the most important layer in the judicial 
system.	They	can	fix	a	bad	ruling	 in	 lower	
courts, or overturn a good ruling. While Su-
preme Court cases get lots of media atten-
tion, most cases are never heard at that lev-
el,	making	the	appeals	court	the	final	court	
for the vast majority of cases. Then look at 
State Supreme Court candidates, and the 
many other local judicial races. Everyone 
is important to the function of our society. 
Elections matter!

Contact your County Board of elections to 
find	the	candidates	and	offices	you	will	be	
voting on in November. Ask friends, neigh-
bors, and coworkers if they know any of 
the candidates. Personal relationships are 
a great source of information, but it takes 
time and effort on your part to gather that in-
formation. Start now so you are not caught 
standing at the poll trying to decide between 
two candidates you know nothing about.
There will be a more complete look at elec-
tions and endorsements in the next issue.

Watch for your Dues state-
ment In the next Issue 

Dues:  Your annual dues statement will 
be  enclosed in the envelope in the No-
vember newsletter.  Please read it care-
fully to see if your dues are due.  Allow 
3-6 weeks for processing. 

Membership Dues:
1-year dues:  $40.00
1-year	Active	Duty	Military:	Free
3-year dues   $95.00 (saves $15)
5-year dues   $150.00 (saves $50)
Life Membership: $600.00
Sr. Life Membership: $300.00 (enclose 
proof of age)

Pay Your Dues Online, 
24/7 through www.ogca.com.  

Just select the  “Pay Dues 
Here” link and you can pay 

with Visa, Master Card, or Dis-
cover through our secure link.

OGCA Director, Ralf Eyster (l); Lt. Gov. Mary 
Taylor (c); and Past President Joe Pittenger 
(r),  at the 2014 Buckeye Firearms Associa-
tion, Buckeye Bash.

Please read 
your Rule Book 

and refer to
 www.ogca.com 

for 
Security 

Reminders

LegiSLative update  - by JiM irvine
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The Gun Quiz  (JusT for fun)
 © 2014 OGCA,  By Bill Wiedemann

Well, Dag-Nabbit!  It has happened again!  One of our sharp eyed readers has caught us asleep at the wheel....Picky, 
Picky!  Here’s the deal.... 

Life member Larry Thompson of Salem (OH!) has provided us with the TRUTH about the “oldest gun club” in these 
here United States.  Our Quiz answer had the Massachusetts Rifle Association (1875) as the oldest....WRONG.  Member 
Thompson has sent us a package of incontrovertible evidence that a rifle club here in OHIO pre-dates the Massachusetts 

club by 63 years!  Oh, my bad.

Located in what is now Stark County, near Canton, in the year 1812, The Canal Fulton Ramrod Club was organized during meetings between local 
shooting enthusiasts and the Native American Indian tribe named “The Leni-Lenape.”  These gatherings had the central theme of  friendship and 
contests of marksmanship with the Kentucky Rifle.  Fast forward to 2012; The Canal Fulton Ramrod Club celebrated its 200th anniversary, and 
began its third 100 years!  The club is surely an American Icon- and it’s here in Ohio. 

During this same year, the settlers of Southwest Ohio were chasing The Shawnee all the way into Canada - at gunpoint.  By contrast, their kinder 
and more gentle contemporaries in Northwest Ohio were sport shooting with the local Indians, and feeding them baked potatoes.  We’re thinking 
the Canal Fulton folks have switched to the green bean casserole by now.  The Quiz Awaits.......................!

The QuesTions

1.  What is the only known handgun that could be manufactured in less time than it could be loaded?

2.  If you had just two Colt revolvers in your collection, and neither one is a single action army, AND their 2014 market value is            
     $5,000 - what might they be?

3. What centerfire caliber has been described as “the best compromise” between the low recoil .22/6mm size and the stronger,          
     larger .30-06 size? 

4.  In its earliest production runs, what very famous semi-auto pistol had a rectangular shaped firing pin?

5.  Name the first patented slide action shotgun.  Hint - Not a Browning!

6. .At the Battle of the “Little Big Horn” in June of 1876, Lt. Colonel Custer’s troopers were handicapped by their own ammunition.        
     What happened?

    
The AnsWers

1.  The World War II single shot. 45ACP “Liberator” was designed at Inland Div. GMC, and one million were then manufactured by Guide Lamp Div.  
     GMC, in the summer of 1942, all under the cover of a new “flare pistol” the FP-45.  Made entirely of metal stampings (except for the barrel - duh),        
     the time studies had the pistol being made in 6.6 seconds each.  It takes about ten seconds to load the gun; strange and true!

2.  Two recorded sales early in 2014 on Gunbroker.com were as follows: Python, New In Box, mfg. 1968 - winning bid $4,200.  Det-
     ective Special, with the hammer shroud, 2nd.  Generation, no box, 98% condition - winning bid $800.  Gotta love those pony guns!.  

3.  Sometimes known as “The Bob,” it’s the .257 Roberts.  This medium power “quarter-bore” was designed by Mr. Ned Roberts in the 1920’s and travels       
     at around 3,000 fps.  When this caliber is found in a classic firearm, those in the know regard it as a plus in value. 

4.  The Walther P-38 in 9mm parabellum was first sold commercially (even here in the USA) but soon became the HP (Heeres Pistole) Model made for  
     the German military as their officially designated sidearm.  After about 2,000 pistols were made with the rectangular firing pin, the round pin was a  
     permanent change in April of 1940. 

5.  Patented in 1882, The Spencer Slide Action was the first to eject a shell and reload on the return action.  The whole breech block moved vertically;  
     not the most elegant thing to see.  It was also the first hammerless design.  Yes, this shotgun was from the same fellow that created the Spencer Car  
     bine.

6.  The .45-70 cartridges issued to the 7th Cavalry in 1876 were made of rolled copper, fused to the case head, and the black powder inside attracted   
      moisture.  The net result was corrosion and a defective round - born to fail.  In the heat of battle, the cartridges would expand inside the bore; 
      practically impossible to remove from the chamber.  20th century forensic battlefield studies revealed hundreds of broken case heads, along with   
      numerous broken knife blades lost as those troopers tried to pry them loose, in order to reload.  For many, their best return fire was made with the    
      Colt Single Action.  Custer perished at the rank of Lieutenant Colonel; not as a General.  

Many thanks to Bill Wiedemann, who has entertained our fellow members with the Gun Quiz for over 3.5 years.  He keeps 
us thinking with his challenging questions from his “deep well” of gun collecting knowledge.  The questions are made up at 
random for FUN! Stop by his tables at EE-3 with a question with a fun answer.   
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Most OGCA members were born in the 
United States.  We cherish our liberties, 
support our armed forces in body or spirit 
and are strong proponents of the second 
amendment.  We know what it means to 
be free…or at least we say we do.   

For	the	most	part,	life	in	the	United	States	
is full of opportunity - for you, for me, for 
our friends and our neighbors.  We count 
on	America’s	munificence	and	take	it	for	
granted.  Yet the sad truth is that most 
people do not appreciate what they 
have until it is taken from them:  loss 
of health, an unexpected layoff, an 
outright theft.   But what if we lost some-
thing really big?  How would we feel or 
what would we do if we lost our liberty?  
What about religious persecution?

Vladimir Khutoryan was born to Jew-
ish parents in St. Petersburg, Russia 
in 1957.  He lived in St. Petersburg for 
most of his youth, graduating from its 
Institute of Technology with a degree in 
Electrical Engineering at age 22.  De-
spite	his	practical	and	difficult-to-attain	
degree, life was hard in Russia - particu-
larly if you were Jewish.  Vladimir told 
me several times that the citizenship sec-
tion of his passport was stamped “Jewish” 
rather than “Russian.”   That was clearly 
a “problem” when a prospective employer 
asked	to	see	his	identification….

Unable	 to	 find	 a	 decent	 job,	 Vladimir	
signed up as a Radio Navigator on a 
large	 fishing	 boat	 that	 operated	 out	 of	
Okhotsk, along the southern coast of 
Siberia.	 	 For	 two	 years	 he	 fought	 the	
frigid seas, once assigned to a ship that 
was out for six months before returning to 
port.		Finally,	after	saving	enough	money,	
he returned to St. Petersburg, married 
Galina in 1983, and moved into a small 
apartment that he shared with two other 
families.		His	first	son	Alexandr	(Sasha)	
was born in 1985.

But	survival	remained	difficult,	especially	
with that passport.  Seeing no way to 
improve upon their lot, Vladimir and 
Galina decided to immigrate to the United 
States.  That was a huge decision, for the 
uprooting meant leaving their families and 
all their friends, hoping against hope that 
America would really be the land of op-
portunity.  After two years of anticipation 

and a lot of English classes, permission 
was granted.   In 1989, Valdimir, Galina 
and little Alexandr left Russia with six 
suitcases	and	$200	in	cash.		For	a	few	
months, they didn’t even have a passport, 
for their departure had triggered a revoca-
tion of their citizenship.

Through	the	help	of	the	Jewish	Founda-
tion, the family traveled to Austria and 
then Italy, staying in a hotel with other 

Russian refugees, waiting for a visa to 
enter	the	U.S.		Finally,	with	the	help	of	the	
Jewish	Family	Service,	 the	Khutoryans	
located to an apartment in Cleveland, 
Ohio.  Now, the real work began: as-
similation.

Over the next few years, Vladimir took 
on a number of jobs, from menial work in 
a naval shipyard to becoming a general 
contractor, as his night school classes 
in English, computer applications and 
real	 estate	 began	 to	 pay	 real	 benefits.		
A man of many interests, he became a 
licensed pilot and for a few years owned a 
Cessna.  A second son, Gregory (Grishe) 
was born in 1994.  It was in this period, 
in the mid-late 1990s, that Vladimir was 
introduced to shooting sports, an activity 
that was virtually unknown to civilians in 
the Soviet Union.  Given his engineering 
background, it was only natural that he 
soon	became	interested	in	the	firearms’	
mechanics.  One thing led to another as 
he started going to gun shows, buying 
and	trading	as	his	finances	allowed.	

By 2003, the housing industry in Cleve-
land had begun to implode.  To survive, 

Vladimir changed course, parlaying his 
passionate hobby into a full time dealer-
ship.		He	got	his	FFL	in	2004,	under	the	
name Armsblue, LLC, and acquired an 
importers license.

Over the next ten years, Vladimir became 
a	fixture	at	most	major	gun	shows	and	
many	 auctions.	 Superficially	 gruff,	 fre-
quently unshaven and with a perennial 
mustache, it took only a few minutes of 

conversation to realized that under the 
coarse veneer was a very intelligent, 
well-educated  and resourceful per-
son whose integrity soon became the 
envy of many competitors.  As Vladimir 
established a website and increased 
his importing activity, he added to his 
burgeoning library.  Books were one of 
his greatest pleasures for, as he was 
the	first	to	mention,	there	could	be	no	
substitute for knowledge.

Then suddenly, in January 2014, he 
missed an OGCA show.  Sadly, he 
was in the hospital, undergoing a 
diagnostic workup that disclosed a 

cancer unsuited to intervention.  After 
months of palliative treatment, Vladimir 
succumbed	 in	 late	May	2014.	 In	 fitting	
remembrance, his ashes were spread 
over Lake Erie from a small plane.    

To the end, Vladimir remained a loving 
husband and kind parent, survived by his 
wife Galina and sons Sasha and Grishe.  
In Vladimir’s passage I lost a very good 
friend, OGCA lost a stalwart member 
and we all lost a great American.  May 
Vladimir rest in peace.    

  By Leonardo M. Antaris, MD

Special thanks to 29 year member Leon-
ardo M. Antaris, M.D. for writing reflec-
tions of Vladimir’s life. Our thoughts and 
prayers go out to his family and friends. 

Making it in aMeriCa                 

JuLy Meeting StatS

From the left: Mark Herrick, Vladimir Khutory-
an, Robert Landies, and Leonardo M. Antaris, 
MD

698 Tables
354 Guests

103 Applicants
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direCtionS 
the robertS Centre 

123 Gano Road, Wilmington, 
OH 45177 (800) 654-7038.  Roberts 
Centre is located at I-71, Exit 50 (U.S. Route 68) 
and is north of and visible from the interstate.   
From Cleveland or Columbus take I-71 South.  
Take the US 68 exit, exit 50.  Turn right onto US 
68 and right onto Gano Road.  Hall is on the left.   
From Cincinnati take I-71 North.  Take the US 
68 exit, exit 50.  Turn left onto US 68.  Turn right 
onto Gano Road.  Roberts Centre is on the left.   
From Toledo take I-75 South. Take the US-35 exit 
number 52B.  Merge onto US 35 East.  Take the US 
68/Home Ave. exit towards Wilmington.  Turn right onto 
US 68.  Turn left onto Gano Road.  Roberts Centre is 
on the left. From Dayton take US 35 East, take US 
Route  68 S (Home Ave.) toward Wilmington, turn 

right onto US 68,  turn left onto Gano 
Road, Roberts Centre is on the left.

hoteLS 
the robertS Centre

1) Headquarters Hotel: Holiday Inn at 
Roberts Centre  123 Gano Road., Wilmington, OH 
45177 (937) 283-3200 or (800) 654-7036 $96 + tax. 
Check in 3 PM. SOLD OUT  24-hour cancellation. 
Two-night minimum.
2) General Denver Hotel (6 mi) 81 W. Main St., 
Wilmington, OH. $95 + tax but present OGCA badge 
for $20 discount. Historic Inn (937) 383-4141. 
3) Hampton Inn & Suites 201 Holiday Dr., 
Wilmington.  (937) 382-4400 (7 mi) $99 + tax.  
4) Holiday Inn Express 155 Holiday Dr., Wilmington 
(937) 382-5858 (7 mi)  $94 + tax.
5) Hampton Inn WCH 11484 Allen Rd., NW, 
Jeffersonville. (740) 948-9499 (15  mi.) 1-71 at Exit 
65. South outlet mall.  $85 + tax. 
6) Baymount Inn & Suites 11431 Allen Rd. NW, 
Jeffersonville, OH 43128  (740) 948-2104 (15 mi).   
I-71 Exit 65.  Outlet mall. $69 + tax.
7) NEW!! Fairfield Inn/ Marriott (15 mi) 11349 Allen 
Road NW, Jeffersonville, OH, 43128, I-71 Exit 65. 
(740) 948-9305. Mention OGCA for great rate $85.00 
plus tax.
8) Quality Inn WCH 10160 Carr Rd. NW, Jeffersonville, 
OH 43128. (740) 426-6400  (19 mi.)  North outlet mall. 
1-71 Exit  69. 
9) Holiday Inn Express WCH (26 mi.) 101 Courthouse 
Parkway, Washington Court House, OH 43160.  (740) 
335-9310.  Approximately 11 miles from I-71 at exit 65 
(US 35) (26 miles from hall.) 

Reminder fro
m

Holiday Inn  

HQ Hotel

3:00 PM 

Is CHECK-IN 

Remember to follow all 
OGCA Rules 

for your safety 
and others.Member of 31 years, John L. Anderson, age 

79, passed away quietly at his home in Lewis-
burg on May 28, 2014.  He served in the Air 
Force	for	2	1/2	years	at	Soesterberg	Air	Force	
Base in Holland as a Weapons Mechanic on 
F-86’s	 an	F-100’s.	 	Honorably	 discharged	 in	
1958 he pursued the trade of gun smithing 
through the Colorado School of Trades.  He 
then took a Tool and Die Apprenticeship with 
Inland Division of General Motors in Dayton, 
OH for the next 16 years. During which time 
he honed his skills as a gun smith by building 
full scale Gatling Guns. This later lead him to 
a full time business, Anderson Guncraft.  John 
was	a	member	 of	 the	Ft.	St.	Clair	Gun	Club	
in	Eaton,	OH;	Old	Trails	Rifle	and	Pistol	Club,	
Richmond, IN; the NRA, and The Gun Owners 
of America. He will be greatly missed by his 
family, friends and the Gatling Gun fraternity.  
 

Life member Lee Kelser, 82, of Columbus, 
passed away Monday, May 12, 2014 at Riv-
erside Methodist Hospital. He was member 
since 1968.  Lee was a member of Maize 
Manor U.M.C., Ohio National Guard, American 
Legion Post #457, lifetime member of N.R.A.  
 

Member	since	1995	and	a	past	OGCA	CRDF	
Trustee, Scott Sticka, age 61, passed away 
July 07, 2014 at Hospice of Dayton in Dayton, 
Ohio.  Scott was a dedicated public servant for 
over thirty years. He started his career in law 
enforcement	as	a	police	officer	in	Beavercreek,	
OH before joining and retiring from the Greene 
County Sheriffs Department. Most recently, he 
worked	at	the	Greene	County	Treasurer’s	Office. 
 

Member of 23 years, Robert Walters, 66, of 
Ashville, died on Tuesday, May 20, 2014. He will 
be sorely missed by his friends and  family. 

paSSageS

Life member, Hunter 
Moss Fry Kirkland, aged 
58 passed away June 30, 
2014 near his home.  

He was a good example 
of one who was “raised 
in the trade”, so to speak.  
His father, the late Turner 

Kirkland, founded the Dixie Gun Works.  Locat-
ed in Union City, Tennessee, it was/is a mail-
order/walk-in	firm	selling	muzzle	loading	parts,	
rifles,	 pistols,	 shotguns,	 cannons	 and	 sundry	
black	powder	firearms,	modern	and	antique.	

It was a business I remember being conducted 
in its infancy out of the back of a car in the mid-
1950s	at	Friendship,	 Indiana.	Hunter	and	his	
two brothers took over the business of which 
Hunter became a vice president.  When I say 
he was raised in the trade, their customer base 
was	solidly	the	National	Muzzle	Loading	Rifle	
Association (NMLRA) and the Ohio Gun Col-
lector’s Association (OGCA) as venues and 
their members were THE customers for their 
wares.  

He attended the University of Tennessee and 
Georgia Tech.  He spent 35 years working for 
Dixie	Gun	Works.		In	February	of	2012	I	inter-
viewed	Hunter	 in	 his	 office	 at	Dixie	 in	Union	
City Tennessee for the OGCA’s 75 Year His-
tory book.  

I had known Hunter for years.  He told me that 
his dad, Turner, took him to the early shows 
and bought him a life membership in OGCA 
early on, and he has been a member of NM-
LRA since 1978…before he started working for 
Dixie full time.  

Our reminiscences of fellow members long 

gone such as Ted Cole and Curley Gostom-
sky brought broad smiles to both of us.  These 
were men who put their stamp on their interest 
in	early	firearms	by	offering	reproduction	parts,	
locks	 (flint…Ted	 Cole)	 and	 nipples	 and	 kits	
(trade gun…Curley Gostomsky) that furthered 
and	promoted	the	muzzle	loading	sport.		Fur-
ther, they were unique and outgoing personali-
ties not likely to be forgotten by any who knew 
them!  

That having been said, the Dixie Gun Works 
was cut from the same cloth only MUCH, MUCH 
bigger…and, if anything…earlier!  Hunter’s 
primary activity was running the Antique arms 
part of Dixie Gun Works.  Dixie issued a peri-
odic catalog of antique and collectable items 
and	Hunter	was	to	be	seen	at	Friendship,	Indi-
ana and gun shows all over the country in his 
buying and selling. His knowledge of a broad 
spectrum	of	 antique	 firearms	 and	 associated	
equipment was truly extensive.  

In	 the	 VERY	 early	 NMLRA	 days,	 Red	 Farris	
was the main supplier of information and ran 
a gun shop that supplied parts, pieces and an-
tique guns.  Log Cabin Sport Shop and Dixie 
soon joined in, and early on, were THE places 
to get muzzle gun supplies.  Both still are.  

Hunter was a hunter and belonged to the Pop-
lar Meadows Country Club, the Sons of the 
American Revolution, Sons of Confederate 
Veterans, Aircraft Owners and Pilots Associa-
tion, the NRA, the NMLRA, OGCA since 1979 
and numerous other gun collecting groups.  He 
was an Eagle Scout and member of the Pleas-
ant Valley United Methodist Church.  He is sur-
vived	by	his	wife,	Laurie,	five	children	and	three	
grandchildren.  A quiet, unassuming man, his 
loss to his OGCA customers and to the Dixie 
Gun Works is without question.  RIP.

-Tom Schiffer

Hunter Kirkland

the i-X Center, CLeveLand

gpS addreSS:
6200 Riverside Drive, 

Cleveland , Ohio 44135
Headquarters Hotel: Crowne Plaza 7230, 
Engle Rd, Middleburg Heights, Oh 44130 
(440)243-4040 $80.00 + tax 

More hotels and information listed 
online at www.ogca.com



Page 16

get to knoW the CandidateS For the noveMber direCtor eLeCtion 
We have four candidates for three openings on the OGCA Board of Directors for the term 2015-2016-2017.  Candidates will 
campaign at the September, October, and November meetings, so be sure to come and learn more from them.  Members will 
vote on Saturday, November 15th between 7:30 AM and 4 PM at the Roberts Centre in Wilmington, Ohio.  Please mark your 
calendar.  

THOMAS E. BOWERSOX  
Member of OGCA 
since 1979. OGCA 
Director since 2009. 
Profession: Wildlife 
Outdoors Skills Of-
ficer,	 retired	 in	 2002. 
Collecting Interests: 
Single	shot	rifles	(Ste-

vens & Ballards); car-
tridges and early sporting and shooting 
collectibles. Qualifications: In charge 
of Hunter & Trapper Education, and 
training programs in various other wild-
life-related	 fields	 in	 Wildlife	 District	 5	
while	a	State	Wildlife	Officer.		While	at	
Ohio State University, he was a member 
of	the	Rifle	&	Pistol	Club	and	organized	
the Trap & Skeet Shooting Club in 1973.  
Shoots in High Power, Small Bore and 
Trapshoot Leagues. Chairman of the 

THOMAS E. 
BOWERSOX

L AW R E N C E  A . 
CLARK - Member for 
7 years. Profession: 
Retired	–	Armco/	AK	
Steel with 39 years 
in Maintenance and 
Te c h n o l o g y  a n d 
Quality Assurance 
Group. Retired from  
Lakota School Sys-

tem Transportation Department.  Col-
lecting Interests:  Remington Arms 
rifles	 and	 shotguns,	 Military	 weapons	
and unique artifacts,  41 Magnum hand 
guns	and	rifles.		Qualifications: Volun-
teer work for the Boy Scouts of America 
as Assistant Scoutmaster, Captain of 
the	 South	 Middletown	 Fire	 Depart-
ment.  Memberships: Active member 
and	supporter	of	the	V.F.W.	post	3809,	
American Legion post 218, Loyal Or-
der	of	the	Moose	501,	Fraternal	Order	
of	the	Eagles,	Fraternal	Order	Orioles,	
Middletown Sportsman Club, NRA life 
member,	Ohio	Game	and	Fish	and	the	
Outdoor News. 

All Meetings are at the Roberts Centre 
in Wilmington, OH except for the 

“extra” meeting at The I-X Center in 
Cleveland, OH in October. 

Display Show and Banquet Held in 
May.  Director Election/Annual Meet-

ing held in November

2014
Sept. 20-21, 2014 

Oct. 18-19, 2014  I-X Center
Nov. 15-16, 2014 

2015
January 3-4, 2015
March 14-15, 2015
May 30-31, 2015 

(Note May Date Change)
July 18-19, 2015
Sept. 19-20, 2015

Oct. 2015 -Tentative  I-X Center
Nov. 21-22, 2015

Meeting 
Dates 

FRANK BECKER, JR.  
Member OGCA since 
1963, Life Member 
since 1976 and OGCA 
Director since 2005. 
Profession: U.S. Army 
1959-1962. Retired 
Tool Room Supervisor, 
Emerson Electric Cor-
poration. Collecting 

Interests:	 Military	 firearms,	 U.S.	 and	
foreign. Qualifications: Managed 25 to 
50 toolmakers which included tracking, 
management reports, budgeting, per-
formance reviews, and payroll reports.  
Currant Chairman of the OGCA Political 
Action Committee (PAC); past member 
of	the	Finance	Committee;	OGCA	Dis-
play Show Chair in ‘06 and ‘07; Site 
Search Committee 2 years, NRA Dis-
play Show Committee 2 years, NRA 
Display Show Chairman in 2010, past 
member of the Nominating Committee; 
competitive Handgun Team Member, 
6th Army area; longtime tableholder 
at OGCA and supporter of gun shows 
around the state. Memberships: Cur-
rently NRA Benefactor Member and  
NRA	Life	Member	40+	years;	Mansfield	
Muzzle	Loaders;	Ashland	Rifle	&	Pistol;	
and	Tusco	Rifle	Club.	

at a local sportsman’s club to help man-
age	 the	 trap	 field.	 	 Assisted	 Fairfield	
County youth 4-H Trapshoot club and 
donated trophies for their events. Expe-
rience	 with	Microsoft	 Office.	Member-
ships: NRA member,. Anglers Paradise 
Lake Club member. 

ROBERT LEWIS 
FLOYD  Member of 
OGCA since 2007. 
Profession: Mill-
right for 20 years 
and Retired after 
34 years at Ralston 
Foods	in	2010.	Col-

lecting Interests:  22 
target	rifles	and	22	target	pistols.	Hunt-
ing,	shoot	trap	and	skeet.			Likes	to	fish	
and golf. Qualifications: Versatile em-
ployee who was utilized in electrical, 
plumbing and extrusion. Knowledge-
able	in	the	use	and	safety	of	firearms.	
Conceal and carry permit.  Ran Perry 
County Gun Club in 2002. Volunteers 

ROBERT 
LEWIS FLOYD

Members: Don’t forget the  
OGCA HISTORY BOOKS 

are still available at the PAC 
Table for a $35 donation.

Great book + Great cause!

FRANK
  BECKER, JR.

LAWRENCE A. 
CLARK

2014 OGCA Members Recognition 
Banquet; Co-chair of the 2014 Display 
Show Committee. Memberships: Life 
Member of the NRA; Greene County 
Fish	 &	 Game	 Club;	 Fairborn	 Rifle	 &	
Pistol	Club;	American	Single	Shot	Rifle	
Association; International Ammunition 
Association; Tri-State Gun Collectors; 
and Archaeological Society of Ohio.


