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The January meeting set 
an eight-year record with 
588 guests. 178 people 
applied for membership 
which is a 10 year high for 
the January meeting. The 
aisles were packed and 
tables were stacked.  Mem-
bership stands at 15,801 
members and with your 
help we will be back up to 
pre-pandemic membership 
levels in no time. Our Ace 
Sponsor program will con-
tinue until all 100 serial 
numbered pins are award-
ed to members upon spon-
soring 5 new people.  See 
page 10. Likewise, I would 
like to announce Jack Haney, Jr. and Mark 
Canter tied for  top membership recruiters 
in 2022. 

The year-end reports are in from our OGCA/
SAF 2022 youth grants. 1,546 participants 
were supported, and you will love the pho-
tos on page 5. The year-end report asks, 
“Where did the money go?” And  besides re-
ceipts we got a photo of a flatbed truck com-
pletely full of nothing but clay pigeons and 
shotgun shells! We are proud of all of the 
youth target shooting clubs we help support, 
and as a trap shooter I especially love to see 
youth involved in Ohio’s highly competitive 
clay target programs. I hope the thousands 
of youngsters we have supported over the 
years will follow in our footsteps as collec-
tors and Second Amendment advocates. 

2023 has ushered in a diz-
zying number of firearm 
bills, both good and bad. 
This business about arm 
braces is highly concern-
ing. Pay close attention to 
the latest from the NRA and 
Buckeye Firearms Associa-
tion, and look for more in-
formation from Legislative 
Chairman Tim Inwood in 
the next newsletter.  

Brace yourselves for a busy 
spring. The March show 
is always The BIG ONE. 
Then, five weeks later we 
move on to our April Show 
at the Medina County Fair-
grounds.  After that, we’re 

back in Wilmington for the Annual May Dis-
play Show and Banquet.     

Tickets are on sale now for the Banquet. It 
is a fun, lighthearted, social event.  At the 
banquet we will raffle off a basket of high-
end, hard to find liquors in our “Quenchers 
for a Cause Raffle.”  Bourbons and related 
are donated by generous members and ev-
ery dime goes to the Youth Grant Fund.  You 
must attend the banquet to buy these raffle 
tickets. The banquet is limited to just 200 
people so your chances of winning are not 
too bad.
See you in March,

Terrie L. Hill, President
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A Message From the President 

An Action-Packed 2023
March 25-26, 2023 - Wilmington, OH: Reserve 
your tables early! It is the biggest show at OGCA. Director Nomina-
tion Forms will be available for the 2024-2025-2026 board term.  
See 1st VP Sean McCarter in row P (orange flag).   
April 29-30, 2023 - Medina, OH: Northeastern 
Ohio meeting you don’t want to miss! See old friends and make 
new ones. Table forms are on page 13 and Guest Pass forms on 
are page 11. More info on page 3.
May 20-21, 2023 - Wilmington, OH: OGCA’s An-
nual Display Show and Members Recognition Banquet. Educational 
displays along with tons of trade tables for your shopping 
pleasure. Banquet form on next page.   High-Standard Collectors 
Association (HSCA) will be our guest collector organization. Look 
for their displays. 

July 22-23, 2023 - Wilmington, OH: Our friends 
from the Ruger Owners & Collectors Society (ROCS) and Rem-
ington Society of America (RSA) will be sharing their  wonderful 
displays and knowledge. 
Sept. 16-17, 2023 - Wilmington, OH:  WACA 
(Winchester Arms Collectors Association) will be back along with 
The German Gun Collectors Association.  Just in: we “may” also 
host the National Automatic Pistol Collectors Association! Plus, on 
Sept. 16, is a free Hunters Education course lead by ODNR and 
OHTEIA.  
Nov. 18-19, 2023 -  Wilmington, OH
Last meeting of the year.  OGCA Director Election for the 2024-
2025-2026 term.  Voting in person will take place on November 
18.

20 Years of CMP Affiliation!  
Officers Chuck Benton, Terrie Hill and  

Sean McCarter at the Jan. meeting  
with our new banner.
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At OGCA Displaying Is Taken Very Seriously, Come Be Part Of It 

 
ALL TICKETS WILL BE MAILED IN CARE OF:

Name: ____________________________________   
Member #: __________________
Address: _________________________________
                 _________________________________
City: _____________________________________
State: ____________              Zip:_____________
Daytime Phone: ___________________________

Email: ____________________________________
 Return to:

OGCA P. O. Box 670406, Sagamore Hills, OH 44067  
Phone: (330) 467-5733   Fax: (330) 467-5793   

Email: ogca@ogca.com 

Date Received in Office ________________
 

Tickets Mailed ________________

  
Authorization #_________________ & Date __________________

 Wristband Tickets:  ADULT_________         CHILDREN___________
                     

Retain top portion for your records.   

Complete and return with payment no later than April 28, 2023!  (Tickets must be reserved in advance.)

 Adult Dinner(s)  _______  X  $30.00              =   ________

 Children age 6-12 _______ X  $10.00            =   ________

 Children age 5 and under   _______             =   no charge

 Check/MO/Credit Card Grand Total:              $   ________

 Check #_______________

                             Visa, MasterCard or Discover  

 #:___________________________________________________ 

 EXP. (Mo/Yr)_____/_____ Last 3 Digits (CVV Back of card) _______ 

 Card Holders Name: __________________________________

 SIGNATURE _________________________________________

2023

Banquet 

FORM

The banquet is general seating.  Come and make new friends! 

At the May meeting, May 20-21, 2023, 
OGCA will be holding its 26th Annual dis-
play show. Displaying of collections is open 
to all members. OGCA’s display show is a 
premier display show event. It is one of the 
few to provide dedicated featured space to 
displaying. It is one of the largest display 
shows in the country, and always produces 
top quality displays. The top prize, given in 
4 categories, the Minute Man Bronze Tro-
phy, is coveted in the collecting world.

What is key to displaying -  a passion for 
what is being presented. Great displays 
not only present items of interest, but tell 
an engaging story. Come tell your story 
and share your passion at the Display 
Show.

In order to display, you need to request 
from the business office a Display Show 
Packet and return it to the business of-
fice, no later than April 24th, 2023. 

Please note that the competition for dis-
playing is divided into 4 categories: Pre-
1898, 1898 to 1945, post 1945 and mili-
tary. In addition, specific recognition is 
given for Best Educational Display, Best 
Single Gun, and Best First Time Displayer. 
The Membership only votes on the Mem-
bers’ Choice Award.  

Please join in the fun! 

Members Recognition Banquet May 20, 2023
Make plans to join your friends and 
family at the OGCA Members Recogni-
tion Banquet Saturday, May 20, 2023. 
It will again be held in the main lobby 
of the Roberts Centre. The evening will 

kick off with cocktail hour at 
5:00 pm  and raffle ticket 
sales for the “Quench-
ers for a Cause.” The 

raffle is a huge support for the Youth 
Target Shooting Sports. They raised 
over $4000 during last years banquet. 
The prize lot will consist of several allo-
cated bourbons and other fine libations. 
You must attend the banquet to pur-
chase raffle tickets, so get your reserva-
tion form in soon!  Banquet tickets are 
not available at the door and must be 

purchased in advance. 

Dinner will be a delicious Italian buffet 
with two entrees, a vegetable, salad 
and topped off with desert. Soft drinks, 
tea and coffee included. The evening 
will close with the announcement of the 
display awards and the drawing for the 
“Quenchers for a Cause Raffle.”

Liza Kindig, a first time displayer in 2022 exhibited two 
single table displays. “The Kindig Family Collection” & 
“Artists of the Contemporary Longrifle Association”

2022 display “Bren Ten ‘The Heir Apparent’” by 
Jack Meador consisted of Bren Ten Handguns 
and memorabilia.

William Ridge a seasoned Ruger collector, exhib-
ited “A few Ruger Books and Guns All 43” from 
his collection.
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PAC Has 6 Great Prizes For The 2023 Raffle

If You are Reading This, Your Dues Are Paid
Good news! If you have received this 
newsletter then that means your dues 
are current.

If your friend or buddy has not received  
the latest newsletter then please remind 
them to pay their dues so they don’t miss 
out on going to the shows with you and 
missing  out on that once in a life time 
item.  They can call the business office 

or they can be paid online 24/7 at www.
ogca.com. Click the “Pay Dues Here” 
link. 

   One Year                                      $45 
   One year Active Duty Military     Free
   Three years                               $110
   Five years                                  $165
   Sr. Life (65+ with proof of age)  $700
   Life ..........................................$1000

Say Cheese! We’ll be taking pho-
tos and videos for promotional pur-
poses. Want to be a part of OGCA 
history, then be sure to come to our 
meetings! If you have any questions 
or concerns call the Business Office, 
(330) 467-5733.

If you have not heard 
or read your past 
two newsletters, 
OGCA has added 
an extra meeting 
date in Medina, 
Ohio. The feedback 
from members has 
been positive, but 

we need more members to rent tables. 
(The best seat in the house will be behind 
the table due to the anticipated crowd.) 
That said, we expect to sell-out, so don’t 
delay in getting those table applications 
into the Business Office and avoid a wait-
ing list. 

We appreciate the great job you are do-
ing spreading the word to all your friends 
and former members!  You may bring 4 
guests. Reminder to tell former mem-
bers and friends that the guest policy has 
changed from 2 visits to 5 visits. One $15 
dollar guest pass is good for both days. 

The April Table Application is on page 13. 
For those renting tables who are in need 
of extra  assistance, a couple of porters 
will be available to assist. Board mem-
bers and staff are excited and  working 
tirelessly to plan things to run smoothly 
so you can have an enjoyable and mem-
orable weekend. 

We will have food concessions in the hall 
to feed your hungry bellies, and an out-
door covered tent with plenty of tables to 
eat or sit for a spell. 

For those who are not 
familiar with Medina, 
there is a lot to see and 
do. Visit the Histori-
cal Square filled with 
boutiques and mom 
and pop shops. Grab a 
bite at one of the fine 
eateries. Perhaps visit 
Castle Noel, Americas 

largest, year round, indoor Christmas 
Museum. This attraction is filled with fun, 
childhood memories and maybe even 
take a trip down the Christmas Story 
movie slide. With so much to do in the 
area, you can certainly make a weekend 
of it in beautiful Medina, OH. Medina area 
hotels can be found on page 15. 

Medina Community Center, Medina Fair-
grounds, 735 Lafayette Rd. Medina OH 
44256. Only 111 miles from Columbus, 
121 miles from Toledo and 133 miles 
from Pittsburgh.

We Are Looking Forward To Seeing You In 
Northeast Ohio This April

A few of the downtown Medina Square Shops

Free OGCA Memberships for 
Active Duty Military of  the 

U.S. Armed Forces

OGCA proudly supports our active 
duty service members with free an-
nual dues renewal. If you are on active 
duty you can renew by providing your 
Branch, Rank and  Duty Station on your 
renewal form or on online at “Pay your 
Dues Here” link. 

Members, if you bring a guest who is 
now serving on active duty their appli-
cation  fee is waived, and their dues are 
free throughout their military service. 

OGCA PAC (Political Action Committee) 
is very appreciative of the donations of 
items that members have come forward 
with for this year’s raffle. This annual raf-
fle raises much needed funds for pro gun 
candidates and grants for youth shooting 
organizations. 

The raffle will kick off with the Summer 
newsletter (that arrives to you in June) 
in which a sheet of raffle tickets will be 
enclosed. Get your raffle tickets in early 
and you could be eligible for an early bird 
drawing! More details and photos to fol-
low in the next newsletter. Raffle tickets 
will also be available at the PAC Table in 
the foyer during the July and September 

meetings. The prizes will be on display 
starting at the March Meeting at PAC 
Chairman Marty Capito’s tables at ROW 
U (orange flag). The final drawing will be 
held Sunday of the September meeting.  

Six Great Prizes
1st-  Colt King Cobra Target Pistol, 4” SS 
357 Mag. LNIB
2nd-  L.H. Smith Miniature Pistol with 
case and ammo, NIB
3rd-  Savage Mod. 110 XP Bolt Action 
Rifle w/3-9x Scope, 350 Legend NIB
4th-  Ruger American Rifle, 22LR w/case 
& ammo, NIB
5th-  S&W SD9 VE pistol, 9mm, w/case
6th-  2022 ROCS Collector’s Knife 
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Members:  
Your ‘22 Youth Grant  
Donations Supported:

1,546 participants including 
1,220 Male Youth, 106  
Female Youth and 220  
hardworking Coaches

Thank You,
OGCA - SAF 

(Ohio Gun Collectors Assn./Sportsman’s  
Alliance Foundation Youth Grant Fund) 
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Probably the first rifles that went to the 
Rocky Mountains of North America were 
the Northwest trade rifles, carried by 
French and English trappers in the 1700s. 
They were generally about .62-caliber 
and smooth-bored. As these rifles were 
invariably traded to the Indians by the 
trappers, they gradually ap-
peared in the northern Rocky 
Mountains, and even encoun-
tered by the Lewis and Clark 
expedition of 1804-1806. This 
expedition (The Corps of Dis-
covery) carried modified US 
Model 1803 Harper’s Ferry 
.54-caliber rifles among their 
complement of arms. These 
rifles probably set the scene 
for future developments.  

In 1822 General William Hen-
ry Ashley organized the fa-
mous expedition of ‘100 young men’ to 
ascend the Missouri River to its source 
in keelboats, and establish fur trading 
posts. The rifles carried on this expedi-
tion were a combination of small and 
large bore Kentucky-type rifles, built by 
mid-western gunsmiths, to meet the need 

for larger bored rifles for taking the bigger 
animals in the new western frontier, such 
as elk, moose and bear. Included with 
these ‘poor boy’ rifles were an assort-
ment of Henry and Deringer trade rifles. 
General Ashley’s 1822 expedition turned 
back after establishing Ft. Henry near the 
Montana-North Dakota border.

During the winter of 1822/1823 General 
Ashley engaged the services of Jacob 
and Samuel Hawken, two of the most 
skilled gunsmiths in St. Louis, to build 
him a “super gun”, that could defend his 
keelboats from the Indians who fired at 
the keelboats with ‘fusils’ (smooth-bore 
Northwest trade guns), as the keelboats 
passed under the cliffs along the river. 
The “super gun” was to be rifled, and 
able to throw a one ounce ball, with reli-
able accuracy, at a distance of 200 yards. 
Jake and Sam Hawken built the rifle with 
a three and one-half foot long barrel, and 
the well proven flintlock ignition. This was 
the first Hawken rifle built by the Hawken 
brothers in St. Louis.

Jake Hawken had come to St. Louis in 
1818 and Sam arrived in 1822. They 
formed the famous gunsmithing partner-
ship of J&S Hawken in 1825, and mainly 
worked for the American Fur Company, 
repairing guns, traps and other diverse 
items. There are no known flintlock rifles 

stamped J. Hawken, or J&S. Hawken, 
made during this period.

In about 1830 the first J&S Hawken per-
cussion rifles started to appear in St. 
Louis, and in the trading posts and forts 
up the Missouri River. A few went to the 
mountain men of the fur trade, after Ash-
ley established the ‘rendezvous’ system 
in 1823. The Hawken rifle was present 
during the 1830s, but it was not the 
dominant rifle of the fur trade. Most of 
the fur trappers carried Henry, Deringer 
or large-bore Kentucky-style rifles.

The standard half-stocked J&S Hawken 
rifle built by Jacob and Sam Hawken dur-
ing the 1830-1849 period rose to promi-
nence in the 1840s because of its repu-
tation for accuracy and reliability. This 
rifle was generally half-stocked with two 
barrel keys, holding a heavy, 30 to 36 
inches long octagonal rifled barrel, of .50 
to .58-caliber. The barrel carried a patent 
breech, that was sometimes hooked for 
ease of cleaning. The rifle was mounted 

with iron furniture, including 
an iron crescent buttplate, an 
iron forearm cap, and a qual-
ity percussion lock. Gener-
ally, the rifles were stocked 
in straight-grained maple 
and sighted-in at 125 yards. 
These rifles could be heav-
ily loaded if required, and 
were capable of taking bison 
and other large game at 200 
yards. The Hawken rifle was 
popular with wagon bosses 
going west and the ‘49’res’ 
headed to California to pros-

pect for gold.

Jacob Hawken died in 1849, and Sam 
Hawken continued producing rifles for 
another ten years in the Hawken shop in 
St. Louis. During this period Sam devel-
oped his own stock design for his new 

The Hawken Rifle—A Brief History - By, Bob Woodfill

Copy of Gen. Ashley’s “Super” Hawken

Henry trade rifle

Bob Woodfill pictured here at the last November 
meeting with his “Hawken Rifle” display.
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rifles as well as standardizing the compo-
nents he used. This allowed for a reduc-
tion in production costs. These rifles car-
ried a patent breech having a long tang, 
for protection against wrist breakage, and 
retained the 30 to 36 inches long, tapered 
octagonal barrels in .50 to .62-calibers. 
Most rifles were half-stocked although a 

few were offered full-stocked, at a lesser 
price. During this period, many of the S. 
Hawken St. Louis stamped rifles went to 
former mountain men of the old fur trade, 
such as Jim Bridger and Kit Carson, who 
by then were now employed as wagon 
train guides or guides for government 
expeditions headed back to the Rocky 
Mountains. These old mountain men 
trusted the reliability and killing power of 
the muzzle-loading Hawken rifle over the 
newly developed rim-fire cartridge rifles.

The final chapter of the Hawken rifle 
evolution started in 1859, when Sam 
Hawken gave the old Hawken shop to 
his son, William Hawken, to be sold. The 
shop was sold to J.P. Gemmer, a for-
mer employee of the Hawken shop, and 
some other employees who were work-
ing there in 1860.

Gemmer continued to produce muzzle-
loading Hawken rifles up to about 1870, 
first stamping them just Hawken and later 
S. Hawken St. Louis, after obtaining the 
manufacturing rights from Sam Hawken. 
The muzzle-loading Hawken rifle was 
however in decline, due to the widespread 
use of breech-loading arms, including 

the repeating rifles of Spencer and Hen-
ry, that were developed and used during 
the American Civil War. The final blow 
came with the development of center-                                                                                                                                          
fire brass cartridges, such as the .45-70 
cartridge which equaled the power of the 
Hawken rifle, and could be obtained in 
easier to reload breech-loaders. Gem-
mer tried to extend the appeal of the 
Hawken rifle by producing some Spen-
cer-Hawken and Springfield Trapdoor-
Hawken conversion rifles, but their days 

were numbered, and the Gemmer Shop 
closed in 1919.
The muzzle-loading Hawken rifle is the 
most famous rifle of the fur trade and the 
westward expansion of the United States 
from 1822 to 1870. Today, authentic kits 
and completed muzzle-loading Hawken 
rifles are still produced from the origi-
nal molds and tooling of the old Gem-

mer shop in St. Louis, by THE HAWKEN 
SHOP now located in Oak Harbor, WA. 
The names Hawken, Sharps and Win-
chester are synonymous with this period 
of westward expansion and development 
of the United States.

Bob Woodfill was a distinguished guest 
at the OGCA Black Powder Invitational 
this past November. He is an expert on 
Hawken Rifles and is very familiar with 
the originals and making exact replicas.  
He has written a book “The Hawken Rifle 
- Its Evolution From 1822-1870.”               

Bob is a familiar face at the NMLRA and 
shoots at Friendship, Indiana in all things 
muzzleloader.  He has written several ar-
ticles for the NMLRA Muzzle Blast over 

many years. Check out the Youtube 
video of Bob speaking specifically about 
the Hawken Rifle replica kit guns includ-
ing differences compared to an original,  
entitled “Hawken Expert Bob Woodfill 
Reviews the InvestArms Hawken Muz-
zleloader Kit | Beginner Hawken Rifle” on 
the “I Love Muzzleloading”  Channel by 
Ian Pratt. 

Copy of 1840s J&S. Hawken Half-Stocked Rifle

1850s Jim Bridger Hawken

1865 Spencer-Hawken conversion
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Motts Military Museum

Warren E. 
Motts Life 

member and 
member over 

46 years Founded 
Motts Museum in 1987 in Groveport, 

Ohio. He established the museum as a 
not for profit, tax exempt, educational 

organization. Its Mission: 

“To educate the public on the impor-
tance of America’s military past through 
the documentation, collection, interpre-
tation, and preservation of tangible ar-
tifacts and personal stories of the men 

and women who served and are serving 
in the United States Armed Forces.”

Originally established in the Motts 
family’s 1870 residence, the museum 
moved in 1999 to a more modern 5,100 
square foot facility with nearly four acres 
of land. The new building and grounds 
were given to the museum through the 
generosity of Columbus Attorney Robert 
R. Richards who was a former special 
agent of the War Department during 
World War II. 

Over the next several years the mu-

seum grew in leaps and bounds. Dona-
tions poured in from veterans and their 
families. The museum secured many 
vehicles, military aircraft, and a Higgins 
Boat from World War II. 

In 2001, the museum broke ground for 
a new wing and as funds were available 
the museum’s volunteer crew (many of 
whom were professional carpenters, 
electricians and other skilled trades-
men) worked on the 5,200 square foot 
area. By 2006, the entire structure was 
completed and paid in full. On May 23, 
2015 the new wing was dedicated. 

Preserving America’s Military Heritage From The Colonial Era To Current 

Main entrance Military rifles of all eras  
can be found on display

The Motts Museum welcomes numerous school groups every year to 
see history come to life through these artifacts and tools.

Uniforms and memorabilia that  
bring important stories to life. 
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Warren’s latest goals are focused on 
building additional wings to house a 9/11 
Memorial Exhibit which will include a 42’ 
fire truck recovered from the collapse of 
the World Trade Center Towers. A sec-
ond wing will be dedicated to the Ameri-
can Freedom Train. In fact, Warren has 
spent his life as a professional photogra-
pher and was the only official photogra-
pher on this train during the bicentennial 
that recorded 200 years of history. The 
last wing will contain the 2nd largest col-
lection of Holocaust artifacts in the U.S.  

Warrens love for history and stories the 
artifacts hold has grown with his whole 
family.  You will often find his daughter 
Lori who helps manage the museum is 
just as involved.

For those members who recall meet-
ing General Paul W. Tibbets when he 
signed books and spoke at an OGCA 
banquet, the Motts Museum has a spe-
cial exhibit on General Tibbet’s 32-year 
military career. 

This unique member will bring a Motts 
Museum display to an upcoming OGCA 
meeting.  In the meantime, plan your 
trip to Groveport, Ohio. You will meet 
some of the nicest people and will not 
be disappointed in the amount of history 
brought to life from all military eras, and 
much more.  More information including 
hours and admission can be found at: 
www.mottsmilitarymuseuminc.com

Address: 5075 S Hamilton Rd,
Groveport, OH 43125

F.D.N.Y. Ladder 18 crushed during the collapse 
of the World Trade Center Towers. Warren 
shows the 9/11 fire truck every Thursday at 
10:00 a.m. and is part of the 9/11 exhibit.

Vietnam War Dog Team Memorial. 
Honoring 4,244 dogs and 300 dog 
handlers in all military branches that 
served in Vietnam.

Tank display in the outdoor courtyard Military Helicopters 

A portion of the museum filled with personal military artifacts from the 
Colonial era to current global conflicts.  

Warren Motts with fellow OGCA member, the 
late General Paul Tibbets. 
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If you are a 
hard worker 
and believe 
that you could 
help OGCA, 
then we need 
you to run for 
Director. What 
does a direc-
tor do? They 

help in a wide range of capacities at the 
show including manning exit doors and 
the gun tie tables. Directors also serve 
on 14 OGCA committees ranging from 
The Banquet Committee to Security and 
Enforcement.  
Nominees must be a State of Ohio resi-
dent now and during his/her term on the 
board; be an active member of OGCA 
for at least FIVE years as of November 
2023; be able to pass a background 
check; be nominated by not less than 5 
(FIVE) letters of recommendation from 
OGCA members and submit a list of 25 
OGCA signatures on the application. 
Nominations will open at 9:00 AM Sat-
urday of the March meeting and close 
after the May meeting. 

If you are interested in running for this 
exciting position, see or call Sean Mc-
Carter, Nominating Committee Chair-
man, at the March show (Table P-21 
look for orange flag) or you may request 
an application by calling him at (614-
395-2919) or email sean@mccarterlaw.
com.  Please complete the application in 
its entirety, and return it in person at the 
May meeting by 1:00 PM Sunday, May 
21, 2023. 

 It is always a pleasure to have SASS (Single Action Shooter’s Society) Big Irons at our event.  
The January Show is one of the few weekends that they’re not out shooting, and they always bring a display of neat cowboy stuff.

January Meeting Stats
Tables: 527

Guests:  588 Wow!
Applicants: 178 Thank you!

Reminder:  Pets are prohibited on 
the meeting premises, exempted 
are specially trained animal as-

sistants who assist a person with a 
diagnosed disability. 

Meeting Hours

The Roberts Centre
123 Gano Rd, Wilmington, OH 

45177, (800) 654-738. I-71 at Exit 50 
(U.S. 68). W. of and visible from I-71. 

Saturday  8:30 am - 5 pmSaturday  8:30 am - 5 pm  
Sunday  8:30 am - Sunday  8:30 am - 22 pm pm

Medina Community Center 
735 Lafayette Rd. Medina, OH 44256 

(Medina County Fairgrounds)  

Locations

Coincidentally, we had two Gary Smiths 
included in this round of Ace Sponsor 
Awards as of the January, 2023 meet-
ing. Congratulations 
to Gary Smith of 
Lynchburg, Ohio and 
Gary Smith of Xenia, 
Ohio. (Above with 
2nd VP Chuck Ben-
ton.)         

Benzil Jenkins, Karl Kern, and James 
Scott please see 2nd Vice President 
Chuck Benton at the March 2023 meet-
ing for your Ace Sponsor pin. Thank you 
for your support!

Will The Real Gary 
Smith Please Stand Up?

We sent every Life member a census 
form in Fall of 2021 requiring a reply 
so that we know you are still receiving 
your newsletters and that we have the 
most up to date information for you.  

If you have not responded and we 
don’t hear from you by June 1st, your 
mailings will be paused until we hear 
from you.  

We love our 3,760 Life Members but 
this is an important effort  to protect 
your privacy, secure our membership 
list and reduce needless printing and 
postage costs. 
 
If you did not respond to the Life 
Member Census, simply email 
ogca@ogca.com or call (330) 467-
4733 and say:

 
“Life Member # # # # checking in. 

Keep me on the list.”  

Attention LIFE MEMBERS
Avoid disruption in receiving your 
OGCA mailings and Newsletters!

 Nominations For
Director

Thank you for 
coming !

S.A.S.S. Big Irons

     Hotels - Back Cover
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Hotels

NOTE:  Ask for confirmation 
of room rate at time of reservation.  
Prices subject to change with high tour-
ism. Book early, but please provide cour-
teous notice of cancelation. 

Wilmington
1) Headquarters Hotel: Holiday Inn 
at Roberts Centre  123 Gano Road., 
Wilmington, OH 45177 (937) 283-3200 or 
(800) 654-7036 Check inCheck in 3 3 PM PM. 24-hour 
cancellation (greater notice will help your 
fellow member.) Two-night minimum.Two-night minimum.  For RVRV 
parking, parking, hook up and cost call (937) 283-3200.
2) General Denver Hotel (6 mi) 81 W. Main St., 
Wilmington, OH. Historic Inn (937) 383-4141. 
3) Hampton Inn & Suites 201 Holiday Dr., 
Wilmington. (937) 382-4400 (7 mi) Ask for the OGCA 
10% discount when making reservations. Rates can 
fluctuate with peak seasons.
4) TownePlace Suites by Marriott 175 Holiday 
Dr, Wilmington, OH 45177 (937) 805-0420 (7.6 mi)
5) Holiday Inn Express 155 Holiday Dr., 
Wilmington (937) 382-5858 (7 mi)  Ask for the OGCA 
10% discount when making reservations.
6) Wilmington Inn 909 Fife Ave., Wilmington, OH 
(937) 382-6000 (7 mi.). Ask for OGCA rate .
7) Hampton Inn WCH 11484 Allen Rd., NW, 
Jeffrsonville. (740) 948-9499 (15  mi.) 1-71 at Exit 
65. Ask for the OGCA 10% discount when making 
reservations. 
8) Baymount Inn & Suites 11431 Allen Rd. NW, 
Jeffersonville, OH 43128  (740) 948-2104 (15 mi).   I-71 
Exit 65.  Outlet mall. $79 + tax.
9) Fairfield Inn/ Marriott (15 mi) 11349 Allen 
Road NW, Jeffersonville, OH, 43128, I-71 Exit 65. (740) 
948-9305. Ask for the OGCA 10% discount off going 
rates (which fluctuate) when making reservations. 

Remember to follow all OGCA Rules for your safety and others.

Medina
1) Headquarters Hotel: Holiday Inn 
Express & Suites, 5185 Gateway Dr., Medina, OH 
44256, (330) 722-6006. “OGCA” rate $135 plus tax, or 
$150 plus tax for a suite. (4.8 mi)
2) Fairfield Inn & Suites by Marriott 
Medina, 3125 Eastpointe Dr, Medina, OH  44256, 
(330) 722-1722. (4.2 mi)
3) Hampton Inn Medina 3073 Eastpointe Dr., 
Medina, OH 44256, (844) 209-0765.
4) Quality Inn & Suites, 2850 Medina Rd, 
Medina, OH  44256, (330) 723-4994.
5) Super 8 by Wyndham Medina, 5161 
Montville Dr., Medina, OH  44256, (330) 723-8118.
6) Red Roof Inn 5021 East Pointe Dr., Medina, OH  
44256, (877) 843-7663.
7) Quality Inn & Suites 4949 Park Ave W, Seville, 
OH 44273•(330) 769-4949 (7 mi )
8) Hawthorn Suites by Wyndham Akron/
Seville 59025 Park Ave W, Seville, OH 44273• (330) 
769-5025 (7 mi)

Passages
On Nov. 30, 2022, Kenneth Kolt, passed 
away at the age of 82.  He was a well-
known member of an incredible 54 years. 
Kenny was a noted expert and enthusi-
ast of historic firearms including a large 
collection of Civil War weapons. Due to 
his expertise on the subject, his advice 
was periodically sought out by such not-
ed museums as the Smithsonian Institu-
tion and Sotheby’s auction house, not 
to mention his many friends at OGCA. 
OGCA was a family affair for the Kolt’s.  
His wife Corrine known affectionately as 
“Cookie” remains a member as does his 
son Jeremy; and son Ben is a former 
member. Kenny was a man of bound-
less energy who was known as “Pivot” 
because of his habit of moving from topic 
to topic and place to place. He was the 
owner of Chef-ko meat wholesaling busi-
ness now led by its 4th generation.  Ac-
cording to fellow members his memorial 
service was a excellent testament to his 
life and full of joyful memories.

Joseph E. Lu-
cas, 75, of In-
diana passed 
away on De-
cember 17, 
2022 at his 
home. He was 
an avid Colt 
gun collector 
and participat-
ed is several 
OGCA Display 

Shows taking First Place (Post WWII) 
in 2022. Mr. Lucas was a graduated of 
Brownstown Central High School with 
the class of 1965.  He served in the Na-
tional Guard and retired from Walmart 
Distribution as a truck driver. Joe was a 
member of the Colt Collector Associa-
tion, NRA, South Central Gun Club, and 
a Life member of the American Legion 
Post #89. 

Robert (Bob) 
Gregory Penn, 65, 
of Piketon, Ohio, 
passed unexpect-
edly September 11, 
2022. Bob earned a 
Bachelor’s Degree 
in Engineering from 
Ohio University and 
worked at the ura-

nium enrichment plant in Piketon since 
1989. He was a devoted husband, father, 
son, brother and friend.  Bob was an avid 
collector of antique and unique firearms. 
He was an active member of OGCA for 
17 years. He enjoyed tinkering with long-
forgotten rounds and repairing broken 
firearms. Bob always had a smile, was 
ready to tell a joke, and eager to share 
his hobbies with anyone interested. He 
will be greatly missed by all those lucky 
enough to have spent time with him.

Michael Stem-
ple, 63 of Cen-
tral Ohio, passed 
away on Janu-
ary 5, 2023. Mike 
proudly served 
his country in the 
U.S. Navy. Mike 
and his wife were 
the owners and 

operators of J & G Fireworks.  He was 
member for 12 years, and a proud mem-
ber of the National Rifle Association. He 
enjoyed shooting guns, playing his gui-
tar, fireworks, listening to music, smok-
ing cigars at the Humidor with friends, 
and spending time with his loving family 
and friends. Mike will be missed by ev-
eryone that knew him. 

Mark David 
Potts, age 65, 
passed away in 
January. Mark 
grew up in Marion 
graduating from 
Ridgedale High 
School in 1976.  
He was married 
for 40 years. Mark worked for The Mari-
on Power Shovel, and retired from Time 
Warner Cable. Mark taught his sons how 
to landscape, remodel homes and dem-
onstrated how to help everyone in need-
no matter the task.  If you couldn’t find 
Mark, he would be in the garage tinkering 
with his cars or motorcycle, or in his mu-
seum researching history. To say Mark 
was a history buff is an understatement.  
He particularly enjoyed U.S. Military His-
tory and had an extensive collection of 
memorabilia.  Mark was a longtime and 
proud member of The NRA and The Ohio 
Gun Collectors Association.



Civil War Revolvers From the Collection of Ralph 
Petrilli (Front Cover)

Factory engraved Colt model 1851 
Navy Revolver Colt belonged to Capt. 
William E. Crane of the Co. C, 4th  Regi-
ment Ohio Cavalry known as the 
“Union Dragoons” a Home Guard Unit. 
Crane served Sep. 15, 1861 – Dec. 24, 
1864.

Crane was born in Syracuse, NY Dec 2, 
1835 and was a was a hardware sales-
man in Cincinnati, OH prior to joining the 
4th Ohio Volunteer Cavalry in 1861. Af-
ter serving in the Calvary, he resided in 
Cincinnati as a clerk.  He died Dec 23, 
1905, and was Interred at Spring Grove 
Cemetery, Cincinnati, OH.

Colt Factory Letter notes:
Barrel Length - .36/c

Finish - blue
Type of stocks - Ivory

Factory Engraved - Yes
Date of shipment - October 3, 1861

This Colt Dragoon be-
longed to Lt. Col. John T. 
Toland of the 34th Ohio 

Infantry known as the “Piatt Zouaves” 
of Camp Dennison, OH. He served Aug. 
1861 – Jul. 1863.

John T. Toland was born June 20, 1826 
in Ireland and was the owner of a dental 
goods store in Cincinnati, OH at the time 
the war broke out. He joined the Infan-
try in 1861 and he died July, 1863 after 
being shot by a concealed sharpshooter 
during a raid at Wytheville, Virginia. This 
raid was an attempt to destroy the 

Virginia and Tennessee railroad. Today it 
is known as “Tolands Raid.”

Ohio Governor’s First Model Cooper 
Revolver. Col. Edward F. Noyes of the 
39th Ohio Infantry served from July 27, 
1861 to April 22, 1865.  Noyes was born 
in Haverhill, MA October 3, 1832. After 
graduating from Dartmouth College in 
1857, fourth in this class of fifty-seven, 
he visited a classmate in Cincinnati 
and decided to stay and study law.  He 
graduated from Cincinnati Law School 
in 1858. In 1861 Noyes turned from his 
law practice to  help raise the 39th Ohio 
Infantry Regiment. On July 4th, 1864, 
Col. Noyes received an ankle wound 
during an assault near Raff’s Mills GA.  
This wound resulted in the amputation 
of his left leg.  Three months later, still 

on crutches, he was a s -
signed as brigadier g e n -
eral to command C a m p 
Dennison, OH up until April 1865. Noyes 
was reassigned to become a solicitor of 
Cincinnati and in October 1866 he be-
came probate judge of Hamilton County 
which eventually led him down the path 
to be elected as Ohio’s Governor from 
1872-1874. After his unsuccessful re-
election for governor, he unsuccessfully 
campaigned for the US Senate in 1874. 
Eventually Noyes was then nominated 
by President Hayes as the US minis-
ter to France in 1877. Noyes returned 
to Cincinnati in 1881 and continued his 
law practice. In 1889 Noyes once again 

returned to an elected office as a justice 
of the Superior Court of Cincinnati and 
died suddenly while on the bench Sep-
tember 4, 1890.

Ralph Petrilli of 
Northeast, Ohio, 
has been a member 
for 33 years and is 
widely recognized 
for his knowledge 
of antique firearms.  
He is the owner of 
Ralph Petrilli Ameri-

cana Antiques. He can be found at all 
Wilmington meetings at the end cap of 
row K, and at our Medina meeting. 


