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Double Colt cased set presentation to 

Col. William A. Thornton

Cased matched set of Colts holster pistols

The Kryder -  Theodor Cuyler pistols

William E. Gerber, 59 year Life Member 
 at the 2012 Annual Display Show.   

Photo © copyright 2012 Ty Greenlees.
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The President, his administration and anti-
Second Amendment allies are continuing and 
will continue their full court press and the un-
ending process of eroding your constitutional 
right to bear arms.  Obama’s initial demands 
are in this order: universal background checks, 
limitation on capacity of magazines and clips 
and an “assault” weapons ban.  Obama has 
solicited the family members or survivor’s of  
recent killings to promote his agenda.

Gabrielle Giffords has replaced Dan Brady as 
the movement’s poster child.  How can you 
criticize her?  She is the victim of a violent as-
sault involving a gun.  She and her husband 
are even gun owners.  But what has been 
conveniently forgotten by Obama and the me-
dia was that this murderous assault was con-
ducted by a man who had a history of mental 
illness.  The Aurora killer also had a history of 
mental illness.  Newtown’s mentally disturbed 
killer was sheltered by his victim/mother and  
all of these individuals were sheltered by our 
society, as others have been and will continue 
to be.  What is being done by Obama and his 
cohorts to protect us from these pre-eminent 
dangers?

What Obama purposely fails to address 
through the media or during his “Campaign 
Stops” is: the violent subculture this society 
permits to exist primarily in our inner cities; 
the mentally ill who should be institutionalized 
and not permitted to threaten our society; and 
the violence in our movies and video games 
that has become the norm.  Of course, billions 
of dollars in profits are generated by them and 
donated to Obama and his party.  I repeat, 

where is Obama’s full court press to address 
these legitimate issues?

As Gabrielle Giffords’ husband, Mark Kelly, 
recently stated in his interview with Chris Wal-
lace on Fox News, when asked about what 
he thought should be done to prevent “Gun 
Violence”, he responded, “Number one is the 
universal background check”.  He did not tell 
us what number 2 thru 10 consists of.  When 
will it stop?!

Our community must remain proactive in con-
tinuing the same sort of measures being uti-
lized by the opposition.  If we fail to do so, 
the results will be fatal to our rights under the 
Second Amendment.

Financially:  if you can, send support to orga-
nizations such as Buckeye Firearms and the 
NRA who have the resources to exert pres-
sure on our legislators, both locally and na-
tionally.

Maintain a dialogue with your legislators both 
locally and nationally.  Do not expect some-
one else to do this for you.  We have been the 
silent majority for too long and can no longer 
afford to remain so.

Remember, with Obama, it begins with Mark 
Kelly’s “ No. 1” and continues.  The assault on 
our Second Amendment rights will never stop 
unless we take steps to derail it.

Jim Tekavec 
President

THE AS The AssAulT ConTinues…………

Jim Tekavec 
AFFILIATED WITH 

THE NRA AND CMP

Through all the gloom and doom that this ad-
ministration has brought upon the proponents 
of the Second Amendment and, in particular, 
the members of OGCA and in anticipation of 
OGCA’s display show on May 18th and 19th 
at the Roberts Centre light has thankfully 
burst through.  The thought of gazing with ap-
preciation at the marvelous collections put to-
gether painstakingly by our displayers brings 
a smile to my face, and I’m sure to yours as 
well.

The theme is “Lever Action Guns and Their 
Variations” and the competition for the priz-
es and awards promises to be fierce.  Hav-
ing the privilege of attending several NRA 
conventions and participating in the displays 
there and having attended The Colorado 
Gun Collectors Assn’s renown annual display 
show I can assure you that our Show, with 
its magnificent displays, takes a back seat to 
none.

looking For A rAy oF sunshine - By Jim Tekavec

Those members attending the Banquet on Sat-
urday at the Manor House in Mason, Ohio, will 
be entertained by the comedian T. Bubba Bech-
tol. He has served as comedian for numerous 
NRA  Annual Meetings, and our members will be 
in store for a special treat.

The greatest pleasure we can share, however, 
will occur when we gather together to seek 
new conquests in the hall, parting with some 
“old friends” from our col-
lections and swapping 
stories with like minded 
individuals who enjoy the 
same avocation we all do.  
Collecting!!!! 

Hope to See 
You There!
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Imagine a grandfather who wants to give a family shotgun to his 
12-year-old grandson having to do a background check on his 

grandson before giving him the shotgun.

Or a friend having to do a background check on his lifetime best 
buddy before lending him a hunting rifle.

Or, if your mother had a prowler at her home, having to do a back-
ground check on your own Mom before you could give her one of 
your guns for protection.

That’s what “universal background checks” do. They turn traditional 
innocent conduct into a criminal offense. They target you, law-abid-
ing gun owners. 

Universal background checks are background checks on EVERY 
transfer, sale, purchase, trade, gift, rental, and loan of a firearm be-
tween any and all individuals. All background checks must be con-
ducted through a federally licensed dealer. Universal background 
checks have nothing to do with gun shows – they are about you. 

It is ALREADY a federal felony to be engaged in the business of 
buying and selling firearms and ammunition without having a federal 
firearm dealers license. 

It is ALREADY a crime for a federally licensed dealer to sell a gun 
without doing a background check – that’s all dealers, everywhere, 
including at retail stores, gun shows, flea markets or anywhere 
else. 

Further, it is ALREADY a federal felony for any private person to 
sell, trade, give, lend, rent or transfer a gun to a person you know or 
should have known is not legally allowed to own, purchase or pos-
sess a firearm. 

The penalty for selling a gun to a person 
who is a criminal, mentally ill, mentally in-
competent, alcohol abuser or drug abuser 
is a 10-year federal felony. That’s now, to-
day, with no changes to the law. 

It is even a federal felony to submit false 
information on a background check form 
for the purpose of purchasing a firearm.
 
Even so, according to a 2012 report to the 
Department of Justice, more than 72,000 
people were turned down on a gun pur-

chase in 2010 because they didn’t pass the background check. Yet, 
only 44 of those cases were prosecuted. Why, when criminals are 
caught in the act of lying on the form to illegally purchase a firearm 
are they not prosecuted? 

On Thursday, January 10, 2013, in the White House meeting of 
President Obama’s Gun Agenda Task Force, Vice President Joe 
Biden answered that question, telling NRA’s Director of Federal Af-
fairs, James Baker, that the Obama administration didn’t have time to 
prosecute people for lying on the federal background check form. 

In an article in The Daily Caller (1/18/2013) Biden said, “And to your 
point, Mr. Baker, regarding the lack of prosecutions on lying on Form 
4473s, we simply don’t have the time or manpower to prosecute ev-
erybody who lies on a form, that checks a wrong box, that answers 
a question inaccurately.” 

If the Obama Administration currently doesn’t have the time or man-
power to prosecute those who lie on background check forms, then 
why do they want more background checks, more paperwork and 
more forms? It’s backdoor gun registration. 

Universal background check system legislation that we have previ-
ously seen, allows the government to keep a computerized govern-
ment registry of gun owners. 

In addition to the absurdity of having to do background checks on 
people you know are not criminals, would you like to pay up to $100 
or more just to give your grandson a shotgun or lend a hunting rifle 
to your best friend or give your Mom a gun for protection? 

Transfer fees alone could run from $50 and up. Firearms dealers, 
like other businesses, charge as much as they can get away with. 
Background check fees for a federally mandated program can be 
any amount they decide. 

The Obama administration’s gun ban agenda and universal back-
ground check system are unconstitutional regulatory schemes to gut 
the Second Amendment. These proposals which mandate the gov-
ernment collection of data on lawful gun buyers and sellers amount 
to universal gun registration and gun owner licensing. 

This agenda focuses on peaceable citizens, not violent criminals 
who obtain guns on the black-market to carry out unspeakable 
crimes already prohibited under federal and state laws. Instead of 
stopping crime and eliminating criminal conduct, they are creating 
more criminals – they are targeting you. 

That’s why NRA Members and the na-
tion’s 100 million firearms owners will 
stand in solidarity and fight against these 
misguided and diabolical proposals that 
have nothing whatsoever to do with curb-
ing criminal violence but everything to do 
with stripping us of our guaranteed civil 
rights and our freedom. 

Marion P. Hammer is past President of 
the National Rifle Association and is 
Executive Director of Unified Sports-
men of Florida. 

“universAl BACkground CheCks” 
– ABsoluTely noT
By Marion P. Hammer

Voice opposition 
to any new gun regulations

(202) 224-3121 
The U.S. Capitol switchboard will  

connect you to your legislator’s offices.  
Take 60 seconds to call NOW and let them 

know we don’t need any new gun regs.  

Do YOUR Part - Call Now!
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Our exhibitors have put in long hours de-
signing their display for your enjoyment 
and education at the May 18-19, 2013 
meeting in Wilmington, Ohio.  Where else 
can you see museum quality displays, talk 
to fellow enthusiasts, and relive a part of 
history?  But don’t come alone! Share this 
opportunity with your family and friends. 

The brand new (optional) theme, “Lever-
Actions and Their Variations” will make 
for a interesting twist.   If you would like 
to put up a display, hurry!  April 15th is the 
extended deadline for display space.  The Display Show will be 
located in the center of the hall and we thank our annual/regular 
table holders who are relocated from their usual spot for their 
flexibility.  A limited number of trade tables are still available as 
of this writing. 

Due to an important family event, Jim Supica regrets that he can 
not serve as a judge.  However, 40 year member Hubert Snyder 
of northeast, Ohio, has agreed to serve again this year.  Hubie 
is Vice President of OVMS (Ohio Valley Military Society) and is 
known throughout the collecting community for his knowledge of 
Lever-Actions, having collected them for over 35 years.  He is a 
previous OGCA Annual Display Show judge (2006). Incidentally, 
Hubie knew OGCA’s founder and was interviewed for our history 
book, an excerpt of which can be found below. 

The committee would like to take a moment to recognize Display 
Show Judge, Phil Schreier who has served in this capacity more 
often than anyone else in the 15 years 
that the program has been in existence.  
He and the late Bruce Stern worked 
long grueling hours in the early years to 
bring order and professionalism to the 
challenging process.  

We also welcome back Display Show 
Judge Steven Fjestad who has written 
and edited hundreds of articles for vari-
ous trade publications and is the author 

of several books including The Blue Book 
of Gun Values which he will be signing.  
He has testified as an authority in many 
professional and legal situations.  Our 
three judges have well over one hundred 
years of combined knowledge of collect-
able weapons and accruements.  

Firearms Book Authors will be available 
to sign books. Look for a schedule posted 
in the “Authors Corner”  near the Display 
Show area.  Any  member who has written 

a firearms-related book may contact us by 
May 1st to participate.

The Annual Member’s Recognition Banquet will be held again 
at the beautiful Manor House banquet facility in Mason, Ohio, on 
May 18th from 6 PM - 10 PM.  Guests and family are welcome 
and tickets are just $35.00 each.   National comedian T. Bubba 
Bechtol, who has spoken at numerous NRA conventions will be 
our featured entertainment of the evening.  Menu: appetizers, 
salad; petit filet with wild mushroom bordelaise sauce plus 
boneless breast of chicken with champagne sauce; vegeta-
ble; potato; dinner rolls; dessert; 2 free cocktails, coffee and 
tea. Free parking. Directions will be provided with your tickets.  
Located 35 minutes from The Roberts Centre (I-71 near exit 
19). Tickets are selling fast and once they are sold out we are 
sold out.  To order tickets (must be done in advance) return 
the banquet ticket order form mailed with your last newslet-
ter (March) or visit www.ogca.com and click on the banquet 

link to print a copy. 

May is one of the best meetings to 
bring in a guest and show them what 
the finest gun collecting organization 
in the country is all about. They will 
be so impressed they will surely want 
to belong! Thanks to everyone on the 
Display Show and Banquet Commit-
tees.  Let’s make this years’ May show 
a memorable one for years to come!   

AnnuAl displAy  show & MeMBers BAnqueT - MAy 18-19, 2013

MeeT 2013 AnnuAl displAy show Judge, huBie snyder
A unique connection exists be-
tween OGCA Founder, Miller Bed-
ford and our 2013 Annual Display 
Show judge, Hubie Snyder, an-
nounced above.  Enjoy the follow-
ing excerpt from OGCA: The First 
75 Years by Thomas D. Schiffer. 

“Hubie Snyder knew Miller Bed-
ford from his father’s hobby of 
shooting sports and hunting.  They 
visited Miller about once a week.  

He reports that Miller got his start from Hubie’s grandfather, Hol-
lis Snyder. Hollis had a gun shop in New London and took a 
lot of “odd” firearms in trade.  These were off the beaten path 
of shooters and collectors of the time.  Miller would buy them 
from him.  Eventually, Miller acquired rare items like Kit Carson’s 

Hawkin rifle and other rare guns from other sources.  Hubie and 
his dad…also Hubie, lived in New London too.  During the war, 
Hubie senior worked sighting in .30 Carbines for Standard Prod-
ucts of General Motors.  Hubie’s father was a high-power shooter 
who, in 1953, tied OGCA member, Keith Turpie, for score in the 
Wimbledon 1,000 yard match, but was out “Veed” for the prize.  
Hubie became a highpower shooter and smallbore shooter too.  
He was signed up as a life member in the NRA in 1947 at the 
age of five by his father.  As a life member of NRA, he started 
attending OGCA shows in 1968 or 1969.  His OGCA Life Mem-
bership dates from 1979.  He said that back then anyone in uni-
form, military or police, were welcomed to the show too.  Hubie’s 
interest was in target rifles, primarily Winchesters.  He was part 
of the team that worked on OGCA’s joint venture with the CMP in 
erecting “100 years of The National Matches” the 40 foot exhibit 
that took the Silver Bowl at the 2004 NRA Annual Meetings & 
Exhibits.”

See T. Bubba Bechtol at the Member’s Banquet!

Hubie Snyder

The 2012 display by Ron Lough of Iowa, “.22 Caliber  
Counter Merchendiser 1940-Present”.   Wow!

A favorite with NRA audiences!
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Please, let me share with the readers my perspective on gun 
control, as a (half) life experience of someone who grew up and 
lived for almost 30 years in socialistic Czechoslovakia governed 
by totalitarian communist party. Their take on gun control was 
as follows – no guns except hunting rifles and shotguns were 
allowed to be owned by civilians. The firearms had to be regis-
tered and were prohibitively expensive (the average salary was ~ 
2,000 crown monthly and the cheapest new shotgun cost 10,000) 
because the government decided how much would a gun cost - 
as everything else, for that matter. To own a hunting firearm, you 
had to be a member of a state controlled hunting organization, 
take lengthy educational classes, submit yourself to an medical 
examination and background check, which included verifying 
your “political devotion to ideas of socialism”. My grandfather was 
a professional forester and game warden since before commu-
nists took over.  When he retired he had to surrender his guns 
to the government to be disabled or destroyed with no monetary 
compensation. Private sales of firearms was prohibited, and 
owning a gun without a government permit was considered as a 
“crime against the state“, and as such, it was punished severely 
by multi-year imprisonment.

Using firearms for Olympic sport purposes was also possible 
provided you were a member of an Army-organized club. In that 
case, the guns were owned by the government and stored in 
armory-like facilities. Needless to say, concealed carry was not 
allowed except for high-ranking communist officials who could 
have asked for a handgun to be issued to them (they liked to 
have special rules and privileges for themselves). All of the above 
resulted in very low number of firearms owned by the people. I 
lived in a town of 70,000 people and I knew zero people there 
who owned a gun. And that was the clear intention of the com-
munist government. It came very handy, when the Central Com-
mittee of Communist party committed treason by inviting Soviet 
Union and Warsaw Pact armies to invade Czechoslovakia in 
summer of 1968 to crush anti-communist democratic movement 
(Prague Spring). I remember Soviet tanks and trucks full of sol-
diers rolling down the main street of my town, and people shaking 
their fists towards them - because that was all that they had. The 
Czechoslovak People’s Army was corrupted by communist lead-
ers and was ordered to stand down and welcome the occupants. 
But people thought differently. Had they had the guns, the whole 
invasion would not have been a walk in the park for the Red Army 
and other co-occupants (even without any weapons, resistance 
built up at several places and people were killed by invaders). 
And the communists would have thought twice about subject-
ing the country to such humiliation and defeat, which resulted in 
another 21 years of the communist regime persecuting all those 
who protested the occupation and spoke against them (you might 
remember the name Vaclav Havel, who was the leading dissident 
in Czechoslovakia, jailed many times for his opinions, just to be-
come a country president after socialism and communist leader-
ship finally collapsed in 1989).     

A parallel, but different situation to the above was the 1944 WWII 
Slovak National Uprising against the German Nazi occupants. At 
that time, there were more guns left over among the population 

from the times of former democratic first Czechoslovak Republic 
(1918-1938). Especially in the mountainous regions of Slovakia 
where the guerilla war was centered. Men just could grab their 
guns and run to the hills. Also, the Slovak Army defied the Slovak 
puppet government by joining the uprising. This cost the Nazis 
a lot of military material and divisions being diverted from fronts, 
weakening their ability to wage a war against allies.

At both these crucial events in history, people of my home coun-
try faced situations when their government betrayed them and 
allowed or literally invited the occupants to walk in and take over 
without a fight. It was left up to the people (not the government) 
to protect their freedom. During WWII, they did it with the guns 
in their hands, in 1968, only with civil protests. The outcomes of 
these two events were very obviously very different – victory vs. 
defeat, respectively.

Hopefully, any one can see a history lesson in the above. Yes, of 
course, Americans might think that their government and/or any 
U.S. political party would NEVER impose an oppressive regime 
or sell their country to foreign powers and, in result, compromise 
national sovereignty for the sake of gaining or keeping political 
power. After all, Americans choose their leaders in free elections. 
Well, people of Czechoslovakia thought the same…   

I have been living in USA for more than18 years now. During that 
time I appreciated how much more freedom in everyday life, busi-
ness, culture and politics Americans still do enjoy, compared to 
Europe. But lately, it is becoming clear that American liberties are 
threatened both by very deliberate ones, and by “well meaning” 
overzealous activists. Listening to these people, I can not ignore 
the parallels between their words and the rhetoric of communists 
from former East European block – offering idealistic utopian vi-
sion of perfect world where the government takes care of all your 
needs. All for just a little price - your FREEDOM to choose to 
rely on yourself. To me, who experienced the life in the country 
that could not have been called free by any measure, the “gun 
control” is nothing else but one step towards taking that freedom 
away from you. Little by little - first assault rifles and high capacity 
magazines, then handguns, hunting rifles, shotguns and BB-guns 
(do not laugh, they do not want them neither). Deep inside, those 
who oppose and despise guns and gun owners are scared not 
because the firearms can be abused for unspeakable tragedies, 
but because of what firearms, their owners and Second Amend-
ment represent - American spirit that by force and power built and 
defended the greatest country in the world. Country full of strong, 
capable and self-reliant people, who see only limited role for the 
government in their lives. Such people are not good subjects to 
governments and dictators with ambitions to be omnipotent. To 
become “savors”, power grabbers need to first create helpless 
and defenseless masses. So, in the context broader than the gun 
control itself, lets ask ourselves - do we want America to become 
country of weak, unable and dependent ones?

In the end, please, allow me, as a foreigner and a guest in your 
country, to remind you the words of a great American, Charleton 
Heston: “From My Cold Dead Hands”

gun ConTrol in CzeChoslovAkiA - 
A Foreigner’s perspeCTive

By Tibor Pechan  



The NRA Annual Meeting and 
Exhibits in Houston Texas, is the 
place to be May 3rd - 5th, for ev-
ery gun enthusiast across the na-
tion. 

Texas native, Kurt House took 
home a Minute Man Bronze, for 
first place in the Antique catego-
ry last May at the OGCA Annual 
Display Show for his exhibit, “Colt 
Factory Engraving: Models 1873, 
1877, & 1878” and was also cho-
sen to represent OGCA this year 
at the NRA Annual Meeting. This 
display will consist of over 55 
beautiful factory engraved Colt 
pistols.  Kurt’s collection repre-
sents over 50 years of collecting 
that has never been seen before in public. 

Kurt’s love for history and western memorabilia has him very 
active in many well-known organizations.  He holds a valuable 
reputation as a Life Member and Director of the Colt Collectors 
Association and is the current Publications Chairman.  He is 
also a Life Member of the NRA, and a Past President of the 
Texas Gun Collectors Association.  He has served as a former 

board member of the National 
Bit, Spur, and Saddle Collectors 
Association and is presently a 
board member of the Wild West 
History Association and direc-
tor of the former Texas Ranger 
Foundation.  Kurt enjoys buying, 
selling, and appraising Western 
Americana such as holsters, 
spurs, saddles, chaps, badges, 
photos, etc. and has published 6 
books on these subjects. 

He is currently writing his first 
exclusive, dedicated firearms 
book on Colt’s first double ac-
tion Model, the 1877.  He was 
able to retrieve a collection of 
information for this book by Dr. 

Richard Marohn who intended to write this book prior to his un-
timely death.  

We wish Kurt and our NRA Exhibit Committee led by Fred Kolb 
the best of luck.  If you’re planning on attending the NRA Annual 
Meeting this year in Houston, do stop by “Collectors Row” and 
say hello to Kurt and the other OGCA officers, as well as the 
many other collectors associations represented.

A TexAs size displAy For All To see AT The nrA AnnuAl MeeTing, housTon, TexAs

 Colts Factory Engraving: Models 1873, 1877, & 1878 by Kurt House 

Made in the USA! We are proud to use a longtime Cincinnati, 
Ohio, book printer for the OGCA History Book.  We expect to have  
OGCA; The First 75 Years, by Thomas D. Schiffer on hand at the 
May show, but please visit www.ogca.com to check for updates as 
we get closer!   Barring the unexpected, those who ordered a $25 
pre-publication copy may pick up the book at the PAC table begin-
ning at the May meeting.   We will ship the books to members who 
paid the extra $8 for shipping beginning in June.   We are told that 
the author and writer of the Forward may be willing to sign your 
copy in May and we thank them in advance.  The price will go up 
once the book is published and all goes to a worthy cause - - 100% 
of the proceeds benefit OGCA PAC!

We are continuing to build a list of members who regularly attend 
OGCA meetings who hold an FFL and are willing to do transfers 
please contact the business office at ogca@ogca.com or (330) 
467-5733.  Licensed members are particularly needed from ad-
joining states.

Nomination Forms for OGCA Director are due to First Vice 
President Robert Ray Preston (row H, orange flag) during the May 
meeting.  

pArTs Bin...updATes And reMinders

On Saturday, March 23rd the membership voted in the affirmative 
on a change to the Constitution regarding Director Eligibility and 
Election Procedures as posted in the last newsletter. If you need 
a copy of the OGCA Bylaw Book/Constitution, please contact the 
Business Office.

The OGCA registration desks including Guest Passes, Dues, Ap-
plications,  Table Rental and Member Services will be located in the 
conference room to the right of the foyer as you enter The Roberts 
Centre. 

Please MAIL in your guest passes whenever possible to avoid 
the possibility of a line.  We processed over 1,285 guest passes for 
the March meeting.  Thank you to the 250 members who mailed 
the forms and were able to stroll right on in with their guests! If you 
have not sent in for May table rental, be sure to do so ASAP as we 
expect to sell out.  

Photos and recording devices are prohibited without the permission 
of the president.  However, OGCA will be taking occasional photos 
for promotional and informational purposes especially at the May 
meeting, display show and banquet. If you have any questions or 
concerns, call the business office today. 

ogCA pAC rAises The sTAkes For 2013 rAFFle
PAC is pleased to announce that this year it will have four great 
raffle prizes instead of three! 

First prize is a beautiful Single Action Colt Revolver 44/40 cal.  
Our very special second prize is an M-37 OGCA 75th Anniversa-
ry 20 GA. Ithaca shotgun donated by Laurie Chorpenning. Third 
prize is a copy of a German STG 44 assault carbine in 22 cal. and 
the fourth prize is one of our beautiful limited edition 75th An-

niversary cased knife sets which OGCA commissioned the Canal 
Street Cutlery Co. of Ellenville, NY to manufacture. 

Raffle tickets and pictures of the four items will be in the next (July) 
newsletter and on sale at the July and September meetings.  The 
drawing will be Sunday, September 22, 2013 at the Roberts Centre. 
You need not be present to win. 

Photo © copyright 2012, Ty Greenlees.
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Never sign a Guest Pass or Membership Application for 1. 
someone you don’t know! 
A change to the By-Laws has been approved by the Board. 2. 
The change permits primers and smokeless powders in orig-
inal, unopened packaging. See pg. 14, permitted item # 28.
Be aware of your surroundings. Report safety concerns to 3. 
the Head of Security or Second Vice President.
Cameras and recording devices are prohibited without the 4. 
permission of the president.
Alcohol is strictly prohibited by law! Violators will be escorted 5. 
from the meeting hall and face prosecution.
No loaded or primed firearms or air guns!6. 
All clips and magazines must be removed prior to entering 7. 
the hall.
All firearms must be deactivated, inspected and tied.8. 
If a firearm is taken out of the hall and returns it must be 9. 
reinspected and re-tied at the Gun Tie Desk.
Anyone caught dealing in the parking lot will be suspended.10. 

All Laws and all OGCA By-Laws and rules must be strictly 11. 
observed.
During set-up hours only the tableholder and one Helper are 12. 
permitted. Helper must be a member and Friday night trad-
ing privileges apply only to the Tableholder and do not ex-
tend to the Helper who is permitted into the hall to help with 
loading, unloading and/or watching your table. 
Applications for an Ohio Transient Vendor’s License is avail-13. 
able at the Tables Desk in the lobby and by request to the 
Business Office.
You cannot sign a Membership Application for a friend until 14. 
you have been a member in good standing for one full year.
Vehicles in fire lanes will be towed at the owner’s expense. 15. 
This includes the Friday 3 PM - 9 PM set up time! Tablehold-
ers must unload and promptly remove your vehicle. Leave 
your car parked in a fire lane or illegally blocking someone 
and EXPECT to be towed.

“Fine And rAre AMeriCAn pisTols” FroM The williAM e. gerBer ColleCTion 

 Gerber’s 2012 display included: #1 First 
Model, First Variation, Daniel Moore, 

First 41 cal. of deringer. #2 Henry 
Deringer smallest of known peanut size 
percussion pistols. 1” barrel, only known 

“bag butt” specimen new condition. 
#3 James Warner 41 cal. rf derringer. 
Ser. #18. One of 7 known of estimated 

23 produced. #4 Frank Wesson two 
barrel 41 rf knife pistol, 2000 produced.  

Second best conditioned example 
known. #5  W.W. Marston 3 barrel 22 
cal. rf bowie knife pistol ser. #581 of 

2200 made. Rare. #6  Perry and God-
dard “double ender” 44 cal rf.  One of 7 
known, 4 with birds head grip, 3 with flat 
grip.  Unique action of reversible barrel. 
#7 Henry Deringer “peanut size” percus-

sion pistol 1 ½” bbl.  One of very few 
this small and in virtually new condition. 

#8 James Reid “My Friend Knuckle-
duster” 41 cal. rf.  Apprx. 100 mfg.  Only 

17 +-known.  Very sought after.

On the cover is an assortment of rare American made pistols 
from the collection of 59 year Life Member William E. Gerber of 
Memphis, TN.  Some of you were lucky enough to meet Mr. Ger-
ber and see his extraordinary display at the 2012 Display Show. 
 
He started collecting cap guns at a 
young age, which evolved to Reming-
ton pistols.  Then in 1976, he contin-
ued his love of firearm collecting with 
Marshall firearms, Colt Pistols and 
Civil War Long rifles and revolvers.  In 
1986, he solely collected Colt revolv-
ers and in 2005 he broadened that col-
lection with some of the most sought-
after American made derringers to 
create an outstanding collection and fantastic display.

We thank Mr. Gerber for providing the descriptive details on the 
back cover.  In addition, he shared with us some interesting prov-
enance on the above pair of deluxe dueling pistols manufactured 
for one of Henry Deringer’s authorized agents and so marked on 
top of the barrels:

MADE FOR A. MILLSPAUGH, WASHINGTON, LA

Abraham Millspaugh, 1817-1883, was listed as a bootmaker in New 
York City from 1842-1947, lived in Brooklyn in 1848, moved to Loui-
siana in 1849, worked as a shoemaker, manufacturer, merchant, and 
druggist.  He was a union supporter during the Civil War and Post-
master in Washington, LA for 30 years.  A. Millspaugh purchased two 
pistols from Henry Deringer and may have ordered three more sets and 
sent them to Washington D.C. during the Civil War.

William Henry Seward, 1801-1872, was Secretary of State under Pres-
ident Abraham Lincoln and President Andrew Johnson (Seward was 
famous for the Alaska purchase).  Seward resided in a large home in 
Auburn, NY.

In 1951 or 1952, the Seward family found the home too large to main-
tain as a private residence and gifted the home to the Emerson Family 
(Fred L. Emerson Foundation) to be used as a museum.  At that time 

many items were sold including the firearms collection which included 
the cased pair of dueling pistols made by Deringer for A. Millspaugh 
which were purchased by Mr. Charles Wicks;  acquired by Norm Flay-
derman; to Eric Vaule; to William Locke; to Robert Berryman.  These 

pistols were exhibited by William Locke at 
the 97th Annual Meeting of the N.R.A., 
April 7, 1968, and won a Silver Medal.  

They are pictured twice in the Locke Col-
lection book and once in color; pictured 
on the cover of the December 1971 issue 
of The American Rifleman Magazine; pic-
tured on page 91 of the book, “Steel Can-
vas”, by R. L. Wilson; and featured in L.D. 

Eberhardt’s book, “The Deringer in America, Vol. 1, Page 130.”

The personalities of the makers and owners, besides the political and 
historical era they lived in is an essential part of the interest in an an-
tique piece.  The Millspaugh Deringer Duelers are certainly no excep-
tion.   - Thanks, Bill. We agree!

sAFeTy & seCuriTy reMinders - All MeMBers, reAd! - Charles Rush, Second Vice President
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THE GUN QUIZ (FOR THE FUN OF IT)
- By Bill Wiedemann © Copyright 2013 OGCA

The Answers:
1.  John M. Browning said it, and he was talking about John D. Petersen of Remington UMC.  “The Petersen Device” was
     invented to convert the Model 1903 bolt rifle to a magazine-fed .30 caliber semi-auto, as needed by the combat soldier.   
     John Petersen also designed the only Remington pistol of note, the Model 51, and had a rifle that was “almost” chosen  
     by the U.S. Military instead of the M-1 Garand.

2.  (c) 36 is correct.  From the smallest .22 rimfire, to the largest .476 Eley.  This was documented by collector and author      
     David M. Brown in the 1960’s and he had a Colt letter on every one of ‘em.

3.  The original Remington “Woodsmaster,” Model 81, intro’d in 1936 has this same safety lever, serving the identical
     function.  SO, this design idea was perhaps the “inspiration” for it’s use by Mikhail Kalashnikov?  The Remington pre-    
     dates the AK-47 by 11 years.

4.  The venerable .32ACP / aka the 7.65mm / aka the .30 Luger.  Walther P-38 factory magazines are marked as such,      
     and are interchangeable with the 9mm! Yup.

5.  Hand held twist drills.  They have a wood handle with an opposing geared drive that is rotated to run the drill chuck.       
     One of our OGCA members has one on display! 

6.  Reason 1.  My 50% condition H&R Sportsman Model 999 is a real keeper, its worth $120, so it’s serial number must be  
    special!  Reason 2.  Somebody is looking for my serial number – I found this gun hidden in a wall when tearing down an  
    old house!  Reason 3.  I better hide this serial number;  I don’t know why, but everybody else does it.  Nonsense!  Quit
    that!

  In the recent past, a very knowledgeable “gun writer” took up an entire magazine page to explain everything that 
is “not logical” in the field of caliber nomenclature.  At the end of the article, we were just as confused as when we started.  
We did find out that when someone named the .30-06 Springfield, the “06” is the year 1906, and we pronounce it “ott-six.”  
OKeedoKee.

  Although a state of confusion is our “happy place,” trivia Q & A will rescue us from total bewilderment! 

The Questions:

1.  “The greatest living arms designer, and probably the greatest of all time.”  Who said this (pre-1920), and who was he    
     referring to with the compliment?

2.  Choose correct answer – How many factory documented calibers have been chambered by colt for the Single Action      
     Army Revolver of 1873?  (a) 17 (b) 23 (c) 36

3.  On the right side of the AK-47 receiver there is a flat steel “change lever” that acts as a safety;  it goes up and down.       
     Crude; but effective.  What earlier American rifle has the same exact device, serving the same function?

4.  We found (at least) one caliber that goes by THREE (3) names.  A great little shooter that’s been around a long time.
     And it is?

5.  What did Mr. Ruger manufacture before he made guns with Mr. Sturm?

6.  People that write to gun magazines always want to “hide” the serial number on the gun: such as 121XXX.  We offer            
     three stupid reasons for dong this in our answer….!
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Jerome P. Bowe, Life member, passed away No-
vember 16, 2012, age 73. He was an avid sportsman, 
longtime member of Rochester Area Triathletes, and 
a member of the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary at Sodus 
Point.  He was a life member of the OGCA and the 
NRA, since 1971.

Virgil Harry “Skip” Davidson of Steubenville, Ohio, 
died, February 28, 2013. He was an Air Force Vet-
eran serving from 1959 - 1963. Skip retired from 
Weirton Steel. He was a member of Bell Chapel 
United Methodist Church; longtime Life member of 
The Ohio Gun Collectors Association, Pilgrim Lodge 
691, Valley of Steubenville Scottish Rite AASR and 
several sporting clubs. Skip touched many lives of 
several OGCA members.  He was always promoting others to get 
involved in the club. Nothing stopped him from coming to meet-
ings no matter what the weather or circumstance.  His friends will 
always remember him being proud to be an OGCA member.

Jack H. Davis, a twelve year member of OGCA, 
passed away, October 24, 2012.  He loved to hunt, 
collect Native American Art, attend antique auc-
tions; a collector and admirer of classic Chevrolets, 
making Tiffany lamps, working in his vineyard and 
making wine. Jack had a loving, warm personality 
that he used to charm everyone that he came in 
contact with. He loved to entertain friends and fam-

ily in the most amusing ways. He will be missed by all.

Twenty-eight years and Life Member, William Rae 
Gerber, passed away at the age of 94.  He was a 
World War II Veteran. Bill owned and operated until 
retirement Midway Lumber Company. He belonged 
to The American Legion Post #209 at Dover, 40 Et 8 
Voiture #117 at Dover, Tuscarawas lodge #59 F. & A. 
M. at Dover as well as Tadmore Temple of Shriners 

in Akron.  He was also active in the Boy Scouts at the district level.   
Bill was a member of the Zoar Gun Club.

Michael Hoffman, an OGCA member since 1991, passed away 
last summer.  He was a long-time member of the OGCA, an avid 
gun collector, and NRA certified instructor. He loved being a mem-
ber of the OGCA.  It was one his most beloved organizations he 
belonged to. 

Everett H. Kyser, member and Life member since 1984, passed 
away February 7, 2013. He was also a lifetime member of the NRA 
and was a former member of the Indiana Antique Arms Collectors 
Association. He served in the Marine Corps and was a current 
member of the Marine Corps League. He retired from Delco Remy 
Division of General Motors after 31 years. He was also a member 
of the Hancock County (Indiana) Sheriff’s Auxiliary for 11 years 
and was Captain for 3 years.  He enjoyed coming to the shows 
and often brought his son and sons-in-law and later some of his 
grandchildren.

Jack Boynton Papin, Member since 1968 and Life member, 
passed away at January 20, 2013 one month after 
a severe heart attack. Jack graduated from West-
erville High School and The Ohio State University 
where he was active in Pershing Rifles and The 
Makio yearbook. He financed his own education. 
He was an insurance agent and managed stock 
portfolios. With funding from Sertoma, he estab-
lished a drug rehabilitation center in Columbus 

for which he was given the Sertoma “Man of the Year” award. He 
was active on the Board of Directors for the March of Dimes and 
served on the Franklin County Speech and Hearing Board. He was 
a tremendous promoter of OGCA and was also active in several 
organizations dedicated to Second Amendment rights as well as 
philanthropic and charitable organizations. 

These longtime members will be sadly missed by all.

Announcing WACA and FEGA 
Inventational Show at the I-X Center in Cleveland

In  Memoriam

Save the date of October 12-13, 2013.  OGCA will have one of their 
best meetings yet, when we welcome back the Winchester Arms 
Collectors Association and another additional featured guest, the 
Firearms Engravers Guild of America to the Cleveland, I-X Center. 
This is surely a meeting you do not want to miss!

For those that did not make it to the show last year, WACA will 
once again have their fabulous display show with some of the fin-
est Winchesters and Winchester memorabilia in the country!  Mon-
etary awards will be given in a few different judged categories, by 
the Winchesters Arms Collectors Association.  If you are a WACA 
member and your interested in setting up a display or trade table, 

please see your Spring 
WACA newsletter for 
more information. 
 

FEGA will also be join-
ing us on the floor, with 
several firearms engrav-
ers demonstrating and 

displaying their talent throughout the weekend.  Last July, we had 
over 20 tables of FEGA engravers from around the country attend 
at the Roberts Centre meeting.  
 

Tables go on sale at the July Meeting and by mail with the Sept./
Oct. newsletter.  The Headquarters hotel is the Crown Plaza Mid-
dleburg Heights, OH. Rate is $80.00 plus tax. call (440) 243-4040 
for reservations.  

We urge you to make plans to bring your family and friends this 
fall to this extraordinary 
event.  They will surely 
talk about this show for 
years to come. 

Rugar pistol engraved 
by  Brian Powley

Engraver, Chris DeCamillis 
demonstrates engraving using 
an EnSet Hand Engraving tool.

Winchester display by
Tom Tomlinson, won 
First Place in 2012.
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Every gun has a story. Some of that story is recorded in various 
production and sales records. Far too often records, especial-

ly on our “Dear Elsie’s” are lost or destroyed. Much of that story 
rests with the owners who used the gun for hunting, the shooting 
sports or perhaps their job. Artifacts are perhaps left along with 
the gun to pique our interests. In far too many cases it is too bad 
the gun can’t talk. I’m sure the stories, even for the most humble 
shotgun, would be fascinating and great pieces of our history. 

Such is the case with a trap gun that was purchased at the Ohio 
Gun Collector’s Association show last July. The LC Smith Collec-
tors Association had a wonderful display at that show. It certainly 
seems over the last two or three years that more LC Smith guns 
surface in July than at any other show date. This particular gun is 
a trap grade and was offered along with a silver plate engraved 
“Frank Limpert, Hicksville Ohio”.  So just who was Frank Limpert, 
where the heck is Hicksville, Ohio,  how good a shot was he to 
win this plate and when was it won?

While I didn’t buy the gun, another LC Smith Collectors Associa-
tion member did purchase it. Since there was an Ohio connection 
to the gun, I began researching possible sources of information.  
I checked several old trapshooting publications, books on the 
Grand American Trapshoot and the “Road to Yesterday” which 
details the accounts of many of the great historical shooters. I 
also checked through the Amateur Trapshooting Association on-
line records. I came up empty, which only increased my curios-
ity.

A request to the LC Smith Collectors Association Research Divi-
sion yielded the technical information about the gun. It is a LC 
Smith Crown Grade, 12 gauge trap configuration, with Hunter 
One Trigger, ejectors, vent rib, beavertail fore end, Monte Carlo 
Stock and 30” barrels. When it was sold in 1929 the retail price 
was $338.30; not a cheap gun in the day. The gun was consigned 
to the E.A. Wadsworth Company in August 1929. It was sold to 
W. Bingham Company, Cleveland, Ohio on December 13, 1929. 
There are no additional records to reveal how the gun may have 
traveled from Cleveland to Hicksville. That’s about 200 miles us-
ing today’s interstate system but no doubt a much more scenic 

route along the byways of 1929. The gun did show some wear 
indicating the previous owner had shot it on a regular basis.

The next easiest part was locating Hicksville, Ohio. It is in Defi-
ance County in the northwestern part of Ohio very close to the 
Indiana border. This area remains rural with agriculture the pri-
mary industry. It has a history of various shooting sports and shot-
gun activities as did many rural communities in Ohio. This is rural 
small town America. Surely someone still living there would know 
Frank Limpert and, hopefully, the gun. The search for information 
was about to become real fun.

Where to start? The availability of information via the internet cer-
tainly speeds finding information. I decided that in a small town 
the police chief and village clerk are two people that might know 
all about the people of their town. So I started there. While the 
clerk didn’t know Frank Limpert, I was directed to the local funeral 
home and a real estate agent. Of course, those make sense also. 
Both knew something about Frank Limpert but not any details 
regarding guns or trap shooting. But they gave me plenty of ad-
ditional leads. And so the chase for information went through sev-
eral sources including a retired eye doctor and historian; some 
distant nephews that inquired about buying the gun; and ended at 
the local NAPA store. I emailed and talked to a number of people 
with each adding a little bit to the picture of who was Frank Limp-
ert. Unfortunately, no one was able to pinpoint specific informa-
tion on the LC Smith trap gun or the silver plate.

I got a picture of small town Ohio where everyone knew their 
neighbors and the great local shooters of the day were celebrat-
ed.  Ray Aarrants proudly displayed his 1921 trophy from the To-
ledo Shoot in the Hicksville Tobacco Store window. Much to the 
amusement of the local wags someone assembled a collection 
of tin cups, cans, an old lamp and a pop-gun in the other store 
window. Needless to say Aarrants was not quite so amused.  So 
it is with shooters who always want to have a good time! 

Another report was also provided from an undated local news-
paper clipping: “Boys, you simply must take off your hats to M. 
S. Hootman, the Hicksville high gun, who went straight for 106 
targets Monday afternoon at the Casino traps, where the west 
Toledo Gun Club is staging the Ohio State Trap Shoot and broke 
140 out of his first 150 targets. This big, husky dead shot is not 
unknown to trap shooting fame, by any means. He is the Grand 
American Handicap Winner and two years ago took the State 
shoot at the Casino grounds where he on Monday made such a 
splendid record.”

These reports indicate that the plate labeled Frank Limpert, Hicks-
ville, Ohio may well have come from the Toledo gun club where 
the Ohio State Trapshoot was being held. It may have come from 
another club in St. Joe, Indiana, about a dozen miles from Hicks-
ville, where locals regularly gathered to shoot. Frank Limpert was 
originally from Garrett, Indiana. In any case we may never know 
as these records, like so many associated with our Elsie’s, are 
simply lost to time.

I can say that Frank Limpert and his brother were rather amazing 
men. Certainly they loved their family and their community. They 

Frank Limpert’s silver trophy pictured with his Elsie.
Continued on page 15

iF only “elsie” Could TAlk... By  Larry S. Moore
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Fantastic 
MARCH Meeting Stats 

Thanks for your support

Guests:   1285  
Tables:   815

Applicants:  438
Please see Applicant list!

 
Meeting Hours 

Sat., 8 AM - 5 PM  • Sun., 8 AM - 2 PM 
Don't forget we close at 2 PM on Sunday! 
Set-up (Tableholders) Friday, 3 PM - 9 PM  

and 1/2 hour early Sat. and Sun.

Hotels tHe roberts Centre

1) Headquarters Hotel: Holiday Inn at Roberts Centre  
123 Gano Road., Wilmington, OH 45177 (937) 283-3200 
or (800) 654-7036 $92 + tax. Check in 3 PM. SOLD OUT  
24-hour cancellation. Two-night minimum.
2) General Denver Hotel (6 mi) 81 W. Main St., 
Wilmington, OH. $85 + tax but present OGCA badge for 
$10 discount. Historic Inn (937) 383-4141. 
3) Wilmington Inn 909 Fife Ave., Wilmington, OH (937) 
382-6000 (7 mi.) $55 + tax, good thru 2011
4) Hampton Inn & Suites 201 Holiday Dr., Wilmington.  
(937) 382-4400 (7 mi) $99 + tax.  
5) Holiday Inn Express 155 Holiday Dr., Wilmington (937) 
382-5858 (7 mi)  $94 + tax
6) Hampton Inn WCH 11484 Allen Rd., NW, Jeffersonville. 
(740) 948-9499 (15  mi.) 1-71 at Exit 65. South outlet mall.  
$80 + tax. 
7) Baymount Inn & Suites 11431 Allen Rd. NW, 
Jeffersonville, OH 43128  (740) 948-2104 (15 mi).   I-71 
Exit 65.  South outlet mall. $69 + tax
8) Econo Lodge 9060 West Lancaster Rd., Jeffersonville, 
OH 43128 (740) 948-2332 (15 mi.) single $52 + tax, 
double $54 + tax. 
9) Quality Inn WCH 10160 Carr Rd. NW, Jeffersonville, 
OH 43128. (740) 426-6400  (19 mi.)  North outlet mall. 
1-71 Exit  69. $54 + tax.
10) Holiday Inn Express WCH (26 mi.) 101 Courthouse 
Parkway, Washington Court House, OH 43160. $80 + tax. 
Opened July 2010; (740) 335-9310.  Approximately 11 
miles from I-71 at exit 65 (US 35). 

Con’t from page 10

DireCtions tHe roberts Centre

123 Gano Road, Wilmington, OH 45177 (800) 654-
7038.  Roberts Centre is located at I-71, Exit 50 (U.S. 
Route 68) and is north of and visible from the interstate.   
From Cleveland or Columbus take I-71 South.  
Take the US 68 exit, exit 50.  Turn right onto US 
68 and right onto Gano Road.  Hall is on the left.   
From Cincinnati take I-71 North.  Take the US 
68 exit, exit 50.  Turn left onto US 68.  Turn right 
onto Gano Road.  Roberts Centre is on the left.   
From Toledo take I-75 South. Take the US-35 exit number 
52B.  Merge onto US 35 East.  Take the US 68/Home Ave. 
exit towards Wilmington.  Turn right onto US 68.  Turn left 
onto Gano Road.  Roberts Centre is on the left. From 
Dayton take US 35 East, take US Route 68 S (Home 
Ave.) toward Wilmington, turn right onto US 68,  turn left 
onto Gano Road, Roberts Centre is on the left.

2013
&

2014 
Meeting 
Dates

were self-sufficient and independent 
people. They were entrepreneurs, inven-
tors and machinists. Interesting enough 
Limpert’s nephews operate the local 
NAPA store today. They still have the pro-
gressive reloader the pair made utilizing 
the flywheel from a Model-T. The retired 
eye doctor reported that Frank and his 
brother were patients many years ago. 
Frank’s brother had many specific glass-
es for his work as a precision machinist 
and to see into the bore of his guns. I 
learned that Frank retired from the US 
Post Office. The machinist brother re-
tired and opened a shoe repair business 
in Florida. Somehow I can visualize the 
business being needed to fund the year 
round trapshooting in Florida. I heard 
stories about the gentlemen in their later 
years, perhaps not being able to walk as 
far hunting as they had in younger days, 
cruising the country roads around Hicks-
ville in a 1963 Lincoln with suicide doors. 
Each with a shotgun out the window at 
the ready should a groundhog or fox be 
spotted within range!
 
I learned that following Frank Limpert’s 
death many of the guns and shooting 
artifacts were purchased by one individ-
ual at auction. There is apparently some 
disappointment that this individual ran 
up the prices to the point many in town 
couldn’t afford them. The estate of this 
person is quite likely how the LC Smith 
gun made it from Hicksville to the OGCA 
show in Wilmington.

It’s clear that this Elsie was owned by 
a man who was a very good shot and 
loved to shoot!  If she could only talk, 
I’m sure we would hear some amazing 
stories from yesteryear. It was reported 
that the Limpert’s loved fine guns so I 
am sure the quality and shooting ability 
of the LC Smith was appreciated.

As a final note the current owner, Frank 
Finch, reports, “I took the gun to the 

Hunter Home Coming as a possible dis-
play gun with its silver trophy award.  At 
the Pathfinder’s shoot, I was persuaded 
to try shooting it in the “50 bird Trap 
Event”. Without previously shooting the 
gun, I shot 44/50 with it!! I can see how 
Frank Limpert won that silver trophy.” 

Larry S. Moore is a freelance outdoor 
writer, member of OGCA, LC Smith, NRA 
and Regional Leader of Buckeye Fire-
arms Assn.  In 2010, he was recognized 
by the National Wild Turkey Federation 
(NWTF) and Women in the Outdoors 
(WITO) as Hunter Education Instruc-
tor of the Year. He has previously been 
awarded the 2005 USSA Patriot Award 
and 2007 League of Ohio Sportsmen/
Ohio Wildlife Federation Hunter Educa-
tor of the Year.   Larry is an avid outdoors 
person and resides in Jamestown, OH. 

May 18-19, 2013 -  Roberts Centre
July 20-21, 2013 - Roberts Centre

Sept. 21-22, 2013 -  Roberts Centre
Oct. 12-13, 2013 - I-X Center

Nov. 16-17, 2013 -  Roberts Centre 

Jan. 4-5, 2014 - Roberts Centre
Mar. 22-23, 2014 - Roberts Centre
May 17-18, 2014 - Roberts Centre
July 19-20, 2014 - Roberts Centre
Sept. 20-21, 2014 - Roberts Centre

Oct. 18-19, 2014 - TENTATIVE- I-X Center
Nov. 15-16, 2014 - Roberts Centre

1873 Colt from the 
collection 

of 
Kurt House

2013

2014

Open to Members & Guests Only.

New meeting 
date cards for your 

wallet are available at the 
May meeting.

 Hotels oCtober / i-X Center 
1) Headquarters Hotel: Crowne Plaza Hotel 
7230 Engle Rd, Middleburg Heights, OH 44130  
(440)243-4040.  $80.00 + tax
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Cased Match Set
of

Colts Holster PistolsModel of 1860With fluted cylinders
Purchased circa 1861 fromCOLTS NEW YORK OFFICEAt 240 Broadway

by
Field Marshall

Carlos Garcia Tassara
Of Spain

Provenance
Dr. Bonoff was paired with a British physician 
at a convention who knew of these guns and 

subsequently acquired them from the Tassara 
family for Dr. Bonoff.  They have been in one other collection before acquisition by Bill Gerber in 1989.

(Front Cover, center)

The Millspaugh Deringer Duelers

The “Millspaugh Dueling Pistols”  stand on their own as a worthy addition to any collection.  Mr. Doug Eber-

hardt, the author of “The Deringer in America”  has called them the finest set of cased pistols in America.  He 

wrote, “In the category of American duelers, I challenge anyone to show me a better cased set of pistols by 

any maker in America.”

John Gangel’s “ Little John’s Auction Catalogue”; Berryman Collection, Nov. 8, 1999, described the pistols 

further.  “[These are] the finest pair of American dueler-size Henry Deringers extant and arguably the fin-

est pair of handmade 19th Century American single shot pistols, and are marked “Made for A. Millspaugh, 

Washington, Louisiana,”  double gold banded at breech with solid gold fittings, engraved blue steel trig-

gerguards, capbox in butt, highest quality violin varnished deluxe checkered wood stocks, tobacco browned 

barrels, with mercuric striping;  adjustable single set triggers and deluxe finished muzzles that are engraved, 

with the highest quality fit and finish with attention paid to every detail of their manufacture.  Pistols are .47 

caliber, smooth bore, 14-3/4” overall with 9-1/4” barrels, the largest size known.  Contained in their original 

leatherette French style case, with burgundy velveteen lined interior.  Accessories include deluxe American 

Cap and Flask Co.  marked pistol flask, nipple wrench, excellent reproduction screwdriver marked “Replica”; 

original scissor-type derringer mold; brass combination loader/cleaning rod with removable head and jag 

for removing bullets; original ivory knobbed compartment lids; and correct tin loader/powder measure.  The 

pistols are in virtually mint condition with all of their original brown mercuric striping on the barrels, nearly 

all their original case hardening on locks, near perfect varnished stocks.  Casing is also in fine condition with 

just a minimal amount of fading and indentations at contact points and slight staining, leatherette covering 

shows very slight amount of cracking at edges and normal handling and storage marks; leatherette covering 

to case is also tooled in the book binder style, with carrying handle in lid and original hook clasp for closing 

box.  We believe these to be the finest pair of American handmade pistols ever manufactured.”

(Front Cover, Top Left and Page 7)

Double Colt Case Set

Presentation to

Col. William A. Thornton

With Compliments of Col. Colt

Colt 1860 Army ser# 11682

Colt 1861 Navy ser# 1822

According to Larry Wilson a group of double-double and 

very few double cased sets were presented by Colt as 

“presents to officers” in late 1861

From the extraordinary presentation series; Colt to more

than a dozen dignitaries.

Approximately sixty revolvers were presented.  

Known recipients are

General Andrew Porter

General Irwin McDowell

General Ambrose Burnside

General Benjamin Butler

General N.P. Banks

General George McClellan

General J.F.K. Mansfield

General R.B. Marcy

General J.W. Ripley

General T.W. Sherman

Adj. Gen. L. Thomas

Col. William A. Thornton

Col. James Cameron

Simon Cameron

E.S. Sanford

(Front Cover, Bottom Right)

The Krider – Theodore Cuyler Pistols

Exquisite cased gold and silver mounted, engraved percussion  

derringers by John Krider, Philadelphia made for Theodore  

Cuyler, of Philadelphia, engraved with the Cuyler family crest.

Circa 1855
36 caliber, 4 1/8 inch part octagonal, part round barrels engraved in 

Old English:  Philadelphia; John Krider engraved on locks; browned 

barrels, with case hardened locks and breeches, blue hammer safeties 

and triggers
The mounts of silver, with gold stock escutcheons and gold inlaid 

escutcheons with the Cuyler crest; blued steel barrel wedges; rosewood 

ramrods with engraved silver mounts; engraved silver compartment 

backstrap inlays with gold interiors; engraved silver trigger guards, 

trigger plates.  Rosette buttcaps inlays of silver; single set triggers.  

Case accessories include an engraved silver powder flask with the 

Cuyler crest and engraved oil bottle; two ivory and silver tip cleaning 

rods and ramrod.  Ivory mallet, screwdriver, cap boxes and 

compartment lid.Condition:  Unfired, unused, accessories very fine to new, case in excel-

lent condition with some fading of the case interior.  Magnificent wood 

grain in lid.

The finest and most complete set of 

American single shot pistols extant.
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