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“New York Schuetzen Corps” by Bill Loos received: Best First Time Displayer, First Place Antique and
The Robert Rubendunst Best Educational Award

Show 2013 photo

First Place Military award,
Jim Curlovic,
“Examples of Winchester Lever
Actions in the Service”

“Smith & Wesson Special Production Models and the Famous Shooters That Owned Them” by
Jim and Judy Fisher won First Place Modern and the NRA Gun Collectors Affiliate Silver Medallion
for their S&W 44 from Dr. Irving Calkins

Next Meeting: July 20- 21, 2013
Roberts Centre, Wilmington, OH
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One Battle Fought
Thought the war against our Second Amend- torial section of the paper. Enlist all of your like
minded friends to write to their local newspament rights was over? Guess again!
pers. Concise, professional, well-written and
After the Senate decisively voted to defeat well-reasoned articles are the best way we can
the Toomey-Manchin bill, Senator Manchin assist Senator Portman at this time.
was interviewed and indicated that he agreed
with the interviewer’s conclusion that the bill On a lighter note, The Ohio Gun Collectors Aswould not have stopped the Newtown killings, sociation won the coveted NRA Gun Collecbut stated, “We had to start somewhere”. That tors Committee Trophy at the NRA Annual
statement sums up what we have facing us. If Meeting in Houston, Texas. Our displayer,
or when will they be willing to stop? The gun Kurt House, included amongst his superb colcontrol advocates need a restart, and they lection of factory engraved Colt Models 1873,
are telling us this through media attacks on 1877, and 1878, a pistol owned by the infathe senators who voted against the Toomey- mous outlaw John Wesley Hardin.
Manchin bill. But, they are not telling us that if Our own Display Show and Banquet held at
they are able to start this discussion again that our May meeting was a monumental success.
they will ever be willing to stop (not that you The displays were awesome and our Judges
can believe them). So, the fight continues and included Phil Schreier, Senior Curator, Nationwill continue.
al Firearms Museum and Manager, NRA Gun
One of Ohio’s Senators supported us and one
did not. Now, the senator who supported us,
Senator Rob Portman, is again under attack by the media and by the Administration’s
ground troops to punish him for his vote.
This is not a partisan issue. We are a gun collecting association and believe in gun owner
rights. We support all legislators, Republicans,
Democrats and Independents who protect our
2nd Amendment rights. Senator Rob Portman
is one of them. He needs all of our support
NOW. Please voice your support for him in
the media by contacting your local newspapers to have your opinion published in the edi2013 Annual Display Show
Judges and Co-Chairmen

Collectors Programs; Steve Fjestad, author
and publisher of The Blue Book of Gun Values;
and Hubie Snyder, Trustee of the Ohio Valley
Military Society and OGCA life member.
The banquet held at the Manor House in Mason, Ohio was memorable. The meal was
terrific, professionally served by the efficient
staff of our host. Our entertainer, comedian T.
Bubba Bechtol did not fail to provide us with a
most enjoyable and entertaining evening.

I hope to see you all at the July meeting and at
the presentation by Ambassador John Dolibois
as announced on the next page.
2013 NRA Annual Meeting

OGCA, P.O. Box 670406
Sagamore Hills, OH 44067-0406

Laura Knotts, Business Mgr.
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In Houston at the 2013 NRA Annual
Meeting: Kurt House with the NRA Gun
Collectors Committee Trophy, Fred Kolb
(left) and Jim Tekavec.

Frank Kern, Steven Fjestad, Tom Bowersox, Phil Schreier, Hubie Snyder
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Proud to support Buckeye Nationals Disabled Shooting
Championship: John Kiernan and Robert Ray Preston.

Ohio Attorney General enjoying the fine displays. From left:
Arlen Saunders, Jim Tekevec and AG Mike DeWine.
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Nuremberg Trials Interrogator, John Dolibois,
We are honored to have
a very special
guest
speaker for
this coming
July meeting
at the Roberts Centre,
former U.S.
Ambassador, John E.
Ambassador
Dolibois. He
John E. Dolibois
is the only
surviving member of a team of five interrogators in the prosecution of Nazi war criminals during the Nuremberg War Trials.
This is a one-time engagement on Saturday July 20th, 2013 at 12:00 noon. Come
hear this Veteran’s amazing WWII stories
and his personal encounters with leading
Nazi war criminals including Goering, Keitel, Jodl, Doenitz, Streicher and others.

to

Mr. Dolibois was born in Luxembourg and
came to the United States as a youngster
in 1931. He was drafted in the U.S. Army
and when they discovered he spoke fluent
German and French, they transferred him
to Military Intelligence and trained him as
an interrogator of prisoners of war. During
WWII, he was at the Detailed Interrogation
Center of SHAEF. At the end of the war,
he was assigned a prestigious position at

John Dolibois
Sat. July 20th @ 12 pm

Roberts Centre - Wilmington
South Conference room
(inside hall, enter near row E)

the Central Continental PW Enclosure in
Mondorf, Luxembourg. Later he moved
with the leading war criminals to Nuremberg for the International War Crimes Trials in late August 1945.

Speak

at

July Meeting

Following the Nuremberg trials, President
Nixon appointed him to the board that
guides the Fulbright Program and was
later reappointed by President Ford. Later
he held a 34 year career at Miami University, Ohio serving as Vice President of University Relations for 14 years. After retiring
in 1981, he was appointed U.S. Ambassador to Luxembourg, his native country, by
Ronald Reagan. He served until October
of 1985.
Mr. Dolibois, published the book A Pattern
of Circles, an Ambassador’s Story. An autobiography which recreates his life and
notable service to his community, scholarship and his country.
Don’t miss meeting a man with such pivotal information on history to share. Family
and guests encouraged. One presentation
only, approximately one hour. Light refreshments will be served.

OGCA Member Honored at NRA Annual Convention in Houston, Texas

Ralf Eyster (left) receiving the NRA’s
Best Educational Award from Joe
Pittenger of the NRA Gun Collectors
Committee and OGCA Past President.

Congratulations to OGCA Director, Ralf
Eyster. He received several awards at
the NRA Annual Meeting for representing the Colt Collectors Association (CCA)
with a phenomenal display “The Timeless
Colt Pocket Hammerless Pistols”. Ralf
said it was a great honor to receive the
NRA’s Best Educational Display Award in
the Classic Arms Category, a Silver medal award for his Colt Model 1903 Pocket
Hammerless Automatic Pistol, and a Certificate of Recognition for the rare Colt
model 1903 and shoulder holsters.
Colt Collectors Assoc. asked Ralf to represent them with the fine exhibit at our recent Annual Display Show (see pg 8).

OG C A T a k e s S i lv e r B o w l

ff to
Hat’s o se!
ou
Kurt H

at

Ralf in front of his display for the the
Colt Collectors Association, “Timeless
Colt Pocket Hammerless Pistols”

N RA W i t h C o lt D i s p l ay

by

House!

Nicely done! Our NRA Exhibit Committee thanks Texas
member Kurt House for outstanding representation at
the May 3-5, 2013 NRA Annual Meeting & Exhibits in
Houston. “Colt Factory Engraving: Models 1873, 1877,
1878” received The NRA Gun Collectors Committee Trophy (a.k.a. The Silver Bowl), a Certificate of Recognition
and a Best Arms Award silver medal for his Model 1877
Revolver taken from the outlaw John Wesley Hardin.
- Fred Kolb, Director/2013 NRA Exhibit Chairman

Look for more coverage about Kurt, his collection and
the 2013 NRA Annual Meeting in the next newsletter.
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October 12-13 Tables to Go on Sale at July Meeting;
Cody Museum, WACA and FEGA Coming!
This October 12-13, 2013 will be our third
annual “extra show” at the I-X Center in
Cleveland, and it just keeps getting bigger
and better every year!
OGCA will utilize the West Hall this time,
near the Ferris wheel, which is our former
“usual” side and favorite location! Tables
will go on sale at the July 20-21 meeting
and table applications will be included in
your September (next) newsletter as a
separate insert. There will not be a separate mailing for the Oct. meeting. Please
read the table application and guest pass
forms in the next newsletter carefully.
We have confirmation from Jessica Bennett of the Cody Firearms Museum at the
Buffalo Bill Historical Center, that she will
be joining us again at the I-X, along with
Membership Coordinator, Rachel Lee.
Ms. Bennett is the caretaker of the museum’s factory records on Winchester, Marlin and L.C. Smith and she will be available for complimentary firearms research
for members of the museum. A special
discounted rate of $10.00 will be offered to
non-members for factory letters. You will
need to know your make, model and serial
number.

Jessica Bennett & Rachel Lee of the
Cody Firearms Museum

FEGA (Firearms Engravers Guild of America) and ACGG (American Custom Gun
Makers Guild) will be demonstrating their
art forms. This is the perfect place to speak
to one of the masters and learn about their
art and possibly commission a piece. If you
came to the meeting at the Roberts Center
last July, you will remember we had over
30 tables of master engravers and makers
that wowed the members with their beautiful work.
Winchester fans! WACA (The Winchester
Collectors Association) will also be holding
their Midwestern show once again alongside our meeting. Several WACA members will be competing for awards and
prize money with their educational exhibits. Expect tons of trade tables filled with
Winchester arms and accoutrements. The
display show competition is open to any
WACA member, and you can find more information about participating in the display
competition and/or setting up trade tables
in your spring addition of The Winchester
Collector Magazine.
Support for this additional venue is needed,
not just from our Northeast, Ohio, members but all members. For those who are
not familiar with the IX-Center, it offers:
•

Space to comfortably fit thousands of
tables and super wide aisles.

•

Ample parking; 7,200 vehicles.

•

On-site concessions, and restrooms
throughout; heated, and well-lighted.

•

Drive-in unloading for easy self unloading. (Members will not be required
to use the on-site porter services.)

However, do not request the same tables
as last year as we are in a different location within the complex.
Parking: $8/day on Saturday and Sunday (no charge to tableholders on Friday)
which is non-negotiable and paid entirely
to the IX-Center. However, most hotels in
the area offer their guests free shuttle service to the IX-Center.
Headquarters Hotel: Crowne Plaza 7230
Engle Rd, Middleburg Heights, OH 44130
(440)243-4040. $80.00 + tax
Directions and more hotels can be found
at www.ogca.com. For information about
the facility, visit www.ixcenter.com. Address: International Exposition Center:
6200 Riverside Drive, Cleveland, Ohio
44135. Airport: Cleveland Hopkins International Airport (CLE) is adjacent to the I-X
Center.
Anyone who attended the show in the last
two years can tell you that this Northeast,
Ohio extra meeting is not one to miss.
Save the date!

See firearms like this pistol engraved by
new OGCA member Mike Fennell of the
Firearm Engravers Guild of America.

Table Location Requests: Requests to
keep friends together for purposes of helping watch each other tables are welcome.

Did you see Ed Danner’s Winchester
display at the I-X Center last October?

May Meeting Stats:
We hope to see Brian Powley with more
examples of his art in the engravers
section this October. Member of both
OGCA and FEGA.

This display by Dave Rupert of Colorado
won 2nd Place last year in the WACA
“show within a show”.
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Banquet

and

Display Show 2013 Highlights

Left: Author Thomas D. Schiffer was on hand to sign his book.
Below: Carole Kyser and Loretta Clark took the votes for the
Member’s Choice Award.

Left: The four bronze Minute Men
and Awards given to the display
winners.
Below Left: OGCA President Jim
Tekavec.
Below: Proud to support the youth
shooters of Fairfield Sportsmen’s
Association with a donation of
$3000.00. Many of whom are active
OGCA members.

Above: Author, Erna Becker
manned the tables for the Political
Action Committee and signed her
book From Fransfeld to Mansfield.
Top right: Author Roy Baumgardner
with Anne Hoffman signed books
in the Authors Corner.
Right: We had two guests all the
way from Brussels, Belgium, join
as new members. From
left to right: Daniel Cornet;
President Jim Tekavec;
and Joel Vanstechecman.

Left and below:
Comedian T. Bubba
Bechtol entertained
us Saturday evening
May 18th. Bubba
received much laughter from the crowd
and shared favorite
terms he coined like
“igmos”.
Right: Cocktail hour
on the beautiful
Manor House patio.

Above: Attorney General Mike
Dewine stopped by the display
show and is seen admiring
the Silver Cup OGCA won at
the NRA Annual Meeting and
Exhibits for their display by
Member Kurt House.
Left: John Darby delighted
us by singing the National
Anthem.
Left: Carol Lee Preston; 1st VP,
Robert Ray Preston; Flo Kolb; and
Director Fred Kolb.
Right: Justice Sharon Kennedy with
Author John Allen.
Below far left: Champion Air
rifle marksman Christine Holden
presented Bill Loos with the Robert
Rubendunst Educational Award.
Below: Members from the GGCA,
Tom Devers; Fritz
Berendsen; and Arlen Saunders.
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Cousins! OGCA

and

NMLRA Share Past, Founders -

The OGCA and NMLRA (National Muzzle
Loading Rifle Association) sprang from reverence for old ways, old guns and both firmly
embraced the Second Amendment to the
Constitution. Both organizations continue
to do so today.
I have known for many years that OGCA and
NMLRA shared much in common in their
early history. Indeed, I have shared in some
of that history in being welcomed at OGCA
shows many years ago, as a member of NMLRA. When researching the book, The First
Seventy-Five Years
(OGCA), I discovered
just how close that relationship was. OGCA
records of early members still exist in detail.
Charter Members that
responded to the call
(36 including Miller and
Erna Bedford); and,
among them were at
least three NMLRA
A.G. Stoltz
“eggs” in this nest that
would hatch and become presidents of
OGCA. One was A. G. Stoltz who served
as OGCA President starting just five months
after the founding to serve for three years
from January 1938 to January 1941. Another
was Herb Brand, who was associated with
NMLRA as early as 1933 and became OGCA
President in 1942. A third was William Pulford, Sr., who served as OGCA President in
1943. A fourth could be said to have been
Miller Bedford, himself!   
There is at least one thing Stoltz
and Pulford had in
common…they had
both been long-time
members of the National Muzzle Loading Rifle Association
(NMLRA) as shooters. NMLRA was
another Ohio-based
organization (1933,
Portsmouth) that in
later years moved their
base to Friendship, Indiana, but yet remains
an Ohio Corporation.
How many others on the
list were NMLRA members I do not know, but of
the initial dozen members
who signed the roster of
NMLRA in 1933, the very
first three on the list (Farris, Milhon and Heightshoe)
(25%) became members of

OGCA before November of 1939. Given
Miller’s penchant for hunting with muzzle
loaders and his emphasis on antique arms,
we do know he was a life member of NMLRA
before 1939, and likely an annual member
before that. While not necessarily a linear
progression, interpolation of his NMLRA life
member number places him there 19371938. I have not
found early rosters
of NMLRA members
other than a flawed
roster of life members
in 1939; but of the
49 legible names on
that list, a full dozen
were OGCA members. However, I did
find Stoltz and Pulford William Pulford, Sr.
on a mid-1930’s NMLRA shooter’s roster. NMLRA was a perfect
organization from which to recruit OGCA
members, and I’m sure the ever-resourceful
Miller, was well aware of it. I do know that
there was soon, if not already, an intimate
relationship between the OGCA and the
older NMLRA.
Red Farris gave Pulford credit for designing
the NMLRA mast head. I think he did the
same for the OGCA. The long rifle logos
are quite similar and both are still around all
these years later.
Certainly there are many NMLRA members
in the OGCA ranks today.

by

Thomas D. Schiffer

Fellow NMLRA pistol shooter and current
OGCA member Lou Helsel and Charter
OGCA member E. R. Helsel were likely
related. I have traced over a dozen names
from NMLRA to OGCA membership before
1940…names that became prominent in
OGCA: Farris, Compton, Pulford, Keenan,
Ensign, Grote, Barsotti, Steuer, Stoltz (junior
and senior), Rosenberg (of Norway), Locke,
McQuerry, Porter and Keenan. While I have
not found positive evidence, Jim Grant,
author of the series of books on single-shot
rifles must have been another…the American Single Shot Rifle Association (ASSRA)
was founded at an NMLRA shoot at Friendship, Indiana in 1947 and Grant became an
OGCA member in 1938.
E. M. “Red” Farris of Portsmouth was the real
spark plug for NMLRA and one of the founders…you might say the founder. At the time
of the founding, he was associated with the
Norfolk and Western YMCA in Portsmouth
and a member of a smallbore rifle team associated with that YMCA. Just when he started
a gun store specializing in muzzle loaders,
I don’t know, but he was still there on Gallia
Street in Portsmouth when I visited him in
the mid-1960’s…and still secretary of the
NMLRA. While never claiming to be an editor or writer, Red performed both offices in a
folksy, interesting and appealing manner and
was recruited by The Ohio Gun Collector’s
Association to write the OGCA Gun Trader,
official organ of the OGCA, under contract
(June, July and August, 1939 issues). After these three issues,
the contract evidently expired
and was not renewed because
Farris wanted to start an NMLRA house organ for the organization which HE founded.
In the very next (September)
issue of OGCA Gun Trader,
which Miller Bedford edited
(not Farris), Miller had this
to say: “The contract with
the NMLRA has run out
with the August issue and
was not renewed. They
(Farris and NMLRA) are
returning to their own
Bulletin. We take this
time to publicly wish them
good luck.” and sure
enough, Volume I No. I
of Muzzle Blasts, house
organ of the NMLRA,
is dated September
1939…under the pen
of the same Red Farris who was to host
OGCA’s meeting at

Note the organizational names on this August 1939 newsletter.

Meeting. From what we
hear, this is going to be a
fine setting and a splendid
meet. “ In the March 1939
Issue of Muzzle Blasts,
Miller placed this little ad:
“Wanted: Rare automatics,
Colt auto variations, rare
or very fine guns, modern
or antique. Miller Bedford,
New London, Ohio. (NMLRA, Life Member).”
Secretaries of organizations are often the focal
point of their progress.
Terry W. Brown performed
that office and function for
the OGCA for many years. The early growth
of the OGCA was in large part due to his
energy, imagination and enthusiasm. Born
in 1895, Terry served in WWI and later joined
the Eastern Ohio Gas Company and worked
his way up in that firm.

NMLRA President Rebecca Waterman receives a donation
for their youth programs from OGCA’s Robert Ray Preston and Fred Kolb. Tom Schiffer, right, is an NMLRA Past
President, and author of our upcoming history book.

Portsmouth in early 1938. Farris had this to
say in that first issue: “With the appearance
of this first issue of MUZZLE BLASTS there
are now four ‘minor league’ gun and gunner
publications in the field. All are of recent
origin; each serves a special group. Here
they are: THE ARMS COLLECTOR, serving
rather in a national sense; THE SHARPSHOOTER, official organ of the Schuetzen
riflemen; THE GUN TRADER, formerly our
(OGCA) bedfellow and serving both gun collectors and swappers; and – now – MUZZLE
BLASTS. We sense an unusual state of
affairs…how come so many of us spring
up at about the same time? Our answer is:
This is the day of great interest in both the
owning and shooting of guns of an earlier
day. No one will wish anything but success
to the movement and publications which
disseminate news of interest to the brethren.
To our three ‘cousins’ we say, ‘LETS SHOW
‘EM THEY AIN’T SEEN NOTHIN’ YET!”
As further examples of ties between the two
organizations, we see John Barsotti, prominent employee of the Ohio Historical Society
and avid collector, writer and illustrator, who
became a member of OGCA in October
1938 and did the front page illustration of
the August 1939 issue of the OGCA Gun
Trader and the front page illustration of the
above very first issue of NMLRA’s Muzzle
Blasts one month later. In later years, OGCA
commissioned him to write a definitive history of Ohio Gunmakers. Closer to me, my
friend Al Steuer of Cincinnati joined OGCA
the same month as Barsotti and went on to
run the pistol program for NMLRA and for
whom I worked in that venue in the 1960’s.
Barsotti continued to write for Muzzle Blasts
and illustrate articles for years. And Friendship, Indiana is where I first met him. Both
Steuer and Barsotti became prominent
members of OGCA. Evidence of the one
hand washing the other was not long in coming. In the very next issue of Muzzle Blasts
we see: “October 21 and 22 Fort Hayes,
Columbus, Ohio – Ohio Gun Collector’s

The previously mentioned NMLRA stalwart
and later OGCA President, Herb Brand of
Cincinnati, wrote at least one long article
for NMLRA’s
Muzzle Blasts
outlining how
Herb
the two organiBrand
zations worked
together to
give a more
comprehensive depiction
of the value
and meaning
of antique guns. Collectors studied the
history of firearms; shooters gave owners
a perspective on the ownership of antique
firearms that would be forever unknown
and unrealized to those who did not experience it.
In support of his business, Miller published
the Bedford Bugle. It was a list of guns for
sale and solicitation to buy guns. I cannot
tell from the contents, his pricing, or his
comments what the time frame might have
been. He also took out ads in NMLRA’s
Muzzle Blasts.

Youth...The Future

of
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In 1952, OGCA President Tom Holt declared
all future OGCA shows would be closed to
all but members of the OGCA and NMLRA
or their guests. This was an open-ended
declaration.
We have seen that Miller Bedford was the
spark plug of the OGCA, and Red Farris in
a similar role for NMLRA. That these two,
Red and Miller were pals, deer hunting with
muzzle loaders together and writing for each
other’s organization is beyond dispute. Also,
both men made liberal use of their membersin-common like Herb Brand, the Pulfords,
the Stoltzs, Boss Johnston, Bull Ramsey,
LaDow and Jim Johnson, and many, many
others who were movers and shakers in both
organization. LaDow served as NMLRA’s
legal counsel and OGCA’s president for four
terms. The NMLRA is a national organization; the OGCA, a state organization that
soon became national in scope. However,
both OGCA and NMLRA have long since
had many active international members
and interests.
#   #   #
OGCA members can be proud of our history
with NMLRA as well as our current support
of their youth shooting programs. NMLRA
hosts many shoots during the year on their
many ranges at Friendship, Indiana and
one in Phoenix, Arizona. Rifle, pistol and
shotgun of many types are accommodated.
They have shoots ranging from 25 to over
1000 yards. The two main week-long shoots
are in June and September with special
shoots for seniors, women and children. Indeed, there is one shoot in April, dedicated to
women-only and another in July for Juniorsonly. Like OGCA, NMLRA has been active in
pro-gun efforts. Indeed, NMLRA President
Becky Waterman recently addressed the
UN General Assembly on the Small Arms
Treaty. You can bet it was pro-gun and pro
Second Amendment.
For more information on NMLRA including their fine youth outreach programs
visit www.nmlra.org or call Morgan
Mundell, NMLRA Executive VP at (812)
667-5131

Gun Collecting
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THE OHIO GUN COLLECTORS 2013 ANNUAL DISPLAY SHOW

“The Timeless Colt Pocket Hammerless Pistols” by Ralf Eyster on behalf of The Colt Collectors Association won the Best Collector Association Display award. It included a model 1903
Pocket Hammerless Pistol of Col. Frederick Hughes, ANZAC.
“Major Conline’s Model 1876 Winchester” by Robert
Tavernier represented the The Winchester Arms
Collectors Association included Civil War and Indian War History with supporting documents.

A well done
display “1874 Freund
Improved Sharps Rifle
with All the Bells &
Whistles” by David
Tawney had 136 years
of provenance.

Below: “Seventy Years of
American Military History 1848-1918” by Curtis
“Dan” Sadler was a very
educational display.

Judges Choice Award Antique was won by Bill Hamm and Jim Schafer for their
display “Winchester 1873 ‘One of One Thousand’”. Unique gun with great
documentation.

Bob Deubell displayed 20th Century
beauties from Heartford in his display
“Colt Circles”.

Patriotic display entitled “75th Ann
Treasures of the American Vets

James Lord’s well done display was entitled
“Some Semi Sub Type Pistols & Carbines”.

Right: “The Legendary Smith
& Wesson Kit Gun” by Thomas
Clapper. These were the most
popular revolvers which were
marketed as “Ideal take-along
companion in a fishing or
camping kit”.

“Trouble On the Border” by Johnny Bassett was an interesting display
about Pancho Villa.
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Beautiful display by Thomas Devers’ representing the German Gun Collectors Association was entitled “German Combination Guns”.
The 40 cal. Fred Adolph Rifle Newton - SN # 184750
from Larry Wales display won a NRA Gun Collectors
Affiliate Silver Medallion. This display “The Evolution of
the Newton Rifle” also won the Third Overall award.

An interesting display “The Last Military Bolt Gun Ever
Adopted” by Henery Paul Hagenau.

niversary – Walthers P.38
s” by Wayne A. Noble.

Left: Bob Landies’ 11
MM Mauser Carbine
SN#1162 won a NRA
Gun Colectors Affiliate Silver Medallion
was from his display
“Rifles of the Brothers
Mause, 1871-1887”
which won the Judges
Choice Award Military
and the Members
Choice awards.

Right: “RSHA Issued PPKS”
by Charles C. Wagner was
very well done.

“Civil War Navy Guns” by Randall Setty. These guns
were used on board Navy vessels during the Civil War.

Right: Very nice display by
Dave Molchen entitled “Luger
Here….Luger There”.

“Winchester Model 42 Trap & Deluxe Grades” by
Don “Duck” Combs won Second Overall award.
Along with the guns, there was numerous accoutrements and other memorabilia.

“The Rarest Savage Pistol In Existence” by Bailey and Taz Brower won the Judges Choice
Award Modern. Beautiful collection of 25 caliber vest pocket pistols.
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2nd Amendment Rights Advocates
Look for The Second Amendment Rights Advocates in the lobby of our meeting hall. Led
by Coalitions Director, Susan Waidner, its
mission is to promote and protect the Second Amendment of the United States Constitution, and our rights guaranteed by the
State of Ohio Constitution. This new initiative is dedicated to build and maintain an 88county grassroots organization to educate
and inform voters about our constitutional
heritage and the safe and responsible use of

firearms for self-defense and recreation by
law-abiding citizens.
OGCA is strictly non-partisan and welcomes
requests for space from pro-gun candidates
and organizations from all political parties.
For information on a literature table at an upcoming meeting, write or email OGCA President, Jim Tekavec at www.ogca.com or P.O.
Box 670406 Sagamore hills, OH 44067.

Rapley

Robin Rapley

and

Border Will Be Missed

Robin J. Rapley, Life Member passed away
January 21, 2013, age 74. He was a gun collector, antique arms dealer and author.

on to publish several other well respected
books, the most recent being, Col. Colt
Downunder.

Robin started collecting guns in the late
1950’s in his home country of New Zealand.
He was active in the local Antique Arms Association. In 1987, Robin moved to America
to become an antique gun dealer. He published his first book, Colt Percussion Accoutrements, in 1994. It was well received by
the collecting fraternity and quickly became
the standard of Colt collectors. Robin went

His friendly smile, in-depth knowledge and
kind nature will be missed at gun shows
around the world.

Joe Schroeder Left Mark

on

tion, but in content. Quite a few members
recall his Mauser display (that included three
20-shot C96s), along with his breathtaking
Bergmann collection. In 2011, he won an
award for “The Self-loading Firearms of Ferdinand Ritter Von Mannlicher.”
Having been in “the game” for decades, Joe
was well known and highly respected by everyone he encountered. On occasion, even
the ATF imports branch would call him for an
application clarification. Last year, Joe was
interviewed for the OGCA History Book; you
can find him in Chapter 9, “Making Guns
Talk.”

But that just scratched the surface.

As for his personal collecting, most OGCA

George E. “Jack” Border, Member of
OGCA since 1978 passed away April 2,
2013, after an extended illness. Our condolences to his wife and all his friends at
OGCA including those from Barnes Guns.

Collecting Community - By Len Antaris

Joseph J. Schroeder, Jr., passed away April
30, 2013, at the age of 83. An OGCA member since 1962, Joe could be found at just
about every OGCA meeting at the end cap
of row A along with his friend, John Mitchell.
Many of us remember Joe as friendly and
gracious, always taking the time to inspect
and advise on a collector’s piece laid before
him at his table.

Joe was an extraordinary person whose
curiosity, insight and propensity to educate
were nothing short of remarkable. An active contributor to many publications, Joe
co-authored System Mauser in 1967. That
book was an incredible achievement and
still a “classic” - despite having been published half a century ago! Joe later edited
a five volume series, Gun Collector’s Digest
through which his knowledge and expertise
benefitted countless members and collectors. Other publications bearing his name
include Guns Illustrated 1972, 1973, 1974,
Arms of World—1911, Lugers At Random,
Modern Gun Values (various editions) and
Rare Selections from Old Gun Catalogs
1880–1920.

Volunteers at the March meeting

Joseph J. Schroeder, Jr.

members are aware that Joe was always on
the hunt for Mausers, Bergmanns, Mannlichers, cutaways and any repeater or semiautomatic pistol with an unusual mechanism.
He was proud of his acquisitions and would
often bring his newest treasure to the showsnot to brag-but to educate.
Eventually, Joe took to exhibiting a number
of his sub-collections. A regular participant
in OGCA’s Annual Display Shows, Joe’s displays were phenomenal. Not in presenta-

In addition to firearms, Joe enjoyed flying, volunteered in the Civil Air Patrol and excelled
as a ham radio operator. Though beyond the
scope of this narrative, suffice to say that Joe
was at the top of the DXCC honor roll since
1979. In the May 2013 issue of QST magazine, he was named as one of the top three
DX ham radio operators in the world!
Author, researcher and educator… Joseph
J. Schroeder, Jr. was really “one of a kind”
whose effect on the collecting community
was broader than he could ever have imagined. His passing is truly a loss that will be
felt around the world.
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All Members - Educate Your Guests on Safety!
- Charles Rush, Second Vice President

Thank you to the thousands of members who are following our safety rules. Please
continue to take the time to educate your guests of the rules of OGCA, the NRA rules
for safe gun handling and common-sense gun etiquette. All Laws and all OGCA ByLaws and rules must be strictly observed. Remember:
1. All firearms must be deactivated prior
to entry, and brought IMMEDIATELY
upon entry to the “Gun Tie Desk” to be
inspected and safety-tied. Do not wander thru the lobby without a safety-tie
on your firearm!!! No loaded or primed
firearms or air guns! All clips and magazines must be removed prior to entering
the hall.
2. For your safety, OGCA reserves the
right to check all bags, backpacks, gun
cases, cases, purses, briefcases, boxes
and containers upon entry and re-entry.
Your full cooperation is REQUIRED.
3. Cameras and recording devices are
prohibited without the permission of the
president.
4. Anyone caught dealing in the parking
lot will be suspended.
5. During set-up hours, only the table-

holder and one helper are permitted.
Helper must be a member and Friday
night trading privileges apply only to the
Tableholder and do not extend to the
Helper.
6. Applications for an Ohio Transient
Vendor’s License are available at the
Tables Desk in the lobby and by request
to the Business Office.
7. Never sign a Guest Pass or Membership Application for someone you don’t
know! Also, remember You cannot sign
a Membership Application for a friend
until you have been a member in good
standing for one full year.
8. Vehicles in fire lanes will be towed at
the owner’s expense. This includes the
Friday 3 PM - 9 PM set up time! Tableholders must unload and promptly remove your vehicle.

Announcing September
Featured Display:

Texas Ranger Exhibit
from the collection of
Past President

Sherman Kirkland
Art Thiss (left) and Past President Sherman
Kirkland, holding what may be the original
OGCA Constitution. Thiss is a dedicated
collector who found the document in an old
scrapbook he recently purchased at auction,
and graciously donated the papers to the
OGCA archives March 24th. Thank you, Art!

Plus, (weather permitting) a full size
stagecoach courtesy of Art Thiss.
Center of the Roberts Centre,
against the wall.

Left: presentation of the $10,000
donation for the Armed Teacher Project of Buckeye Firearms. From left:
Larry Moore, BFA Volunteer/OGCA
Member; Robert Ray Preston, OGCA
First Vice President; Joe Eaton,
BFA volunteer; Fred L. Kolb, OGCA
Director and Charles D. Rush, OGCA
Second Vice President.

Right: our members are proud to support
Southeast Ohio Pheasants Forever (PF) with a
donation to assist with their 12th Annual Youth
Fest. Our own Brian Love (right) is a regular
tableholder at T-5, and is active in the SE Ohio
Chapter which serves 500-800+ youth each year.
He was honored to receive the $2,000 donation
on behalf of PF from Robert Ray Preston, OGCA
First Vice President.

Meeting Hours

Sat., 8 AM - 5 PM • Sun., 8 AM - 2 PM
Don't forget we close at 2 PM on Sunday!
Set-up (Tableholders) Friday, 3 PM - 9 PM
and 1/2 hour early Sat. and Sun.

Directions

The Roberts Centre

123 Gano Road, Wilmington, OH 45177 (800) 6547038. Roberts Centre is located at I-71, Exit 50 (U.S.
Route 68) and is north of and visible from the interstate.
From Cleveland or Columbus take I-71 South.
Take the US 68 exit, exit 50. Turn right onto US
68 and right onto Gano Road. Hall is on the left.
From Cincinnati take I-71 North. Take the US
68 exit, exit 50. Turn left onto US 68. Turn right
onto Gano Road. Roberts Centre is on the left.
From Toledo take I-75 South. Take the US-35 exit number
52B. Merge onto US 35 East. Take the US 68/Home Ave.
exit towards Wilmington. Turn right onto US 68. Turn left
onto Gano Road. Roberts Centre is on the left. From
Dayton take US 35 East, take US Route 68 S (Home
Ave.) toward Wilmington, turn right onto US 68, turn left
onto Gano Road, Roberts Centre is on the left.

Hotels

The Roberts Centre

1) Headquarters Hotel: Holiday Inn at Roberts Centre
123 Gano Road., Wilmington, OH 45177 (937) 283-3200
or (800) 654-7036 $92 + tax. Check in 3 PM. SOLD OUT
24-hour cancellation. Two-night minimum.
2) General Denver Hotel (6 mi) 81 W. Main St.,
Wilmington, OH. $85 + tax but present OGCA badge for
$10 discount. Historic Inn (937) 383-4141.
3) Wilmington Inn 909 Fife Ave., Wilmington, OH (937)
382-6000 (7 mi.) $55 + tax, good thru 2013.
4) Hampton Inn & Suites 201 Holiday Dr., Wilmington.
(937) 382-4400 (7 mi) $99 + tax.
5) Holiday Inn Express 155 Holiday Dr., Wilmington (937)
382-5858 (7 mi) $94 + tax
6) Hampton Inn WCH 11484 Allen Rd., NW, Jeffersonville.
(740) 948-9499 (15 mi.) 1-71 at Exit 65. South outlet mall.
$80 + tax.
7) Baymount Inn & Suites 11431 Allen Rd. NW,
Jeffersonville, OH 43128 (740) 948-2104 (15 mi). I-71
Exit 65. South outlet mall. $69 + tax
8) Econo Lodge 9060 West Lancaster Rd., Jeffersonville,
OH 43128 (740) 948-2332 (15 mi.) single $52 + tax,
double $54 + tax.
9) Quality Inn WCH 10160 Carr Rd. NW, Jeffersonville,
OH 43128. (740) 426-6400 (19 mi.) North outlet mall.
1-71 Exit 69. $54 + tax.
10) Holiday Inn Express WCH (26 mi.) 101 Courthouse
Parkway, Washington Court House, OH 43160. $80 + tax.
Opened July 2010; (740) 335-9310. Approximately 11
miles from I-71 at exit 65 (US 35).

Hotels October / I-X Center
Headquarters Hotel: Crowne Plaza Hotel
7230 Engle Rd, Middleburg Heights, OH 44130 (440)2434040. $80.00 + tax.
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2013 PAC RAFFLE - Your Chance to Win is Enclosed
The 2013 PAC raffle has four great prizes
to give away to four lucky winners.
First prize is a beautiful Single Action Colt
Revolver 44/40 cal. Second prize is a 20
ga. OGCA 75th Anniversary commemorative Model 37 Ithaca Shotgun donated by
Laurie Chorpenning. The third raffle item
is a copy of a German STG 44 assault carbine in 22. cal. Fourth prize is serial number 75 of 75, of the beautiful limited edition
75th Anniversary cased knife set which
OGCA commissioned the Canal Street
Cutlery Co. of Ellenville, NY to manufacture.
The cost is just a $5.00 donation for one
ticket or $20.00 donation per sheet of 5.
Names will be drawn Sunday, September

22, 2013 at the Roberts Centre. Look for
your green raffle tickets enclosed in
this mailing.

SA Colt Revolver 44/40, Model 37 Ithaca
20 ga. shotgun, copy of a German STG
44 assult carbine in .22.

Donations may be made with a personal
check (made payable to OGCA PAC),

The First 75 Years Available
By the time you read this, our long-awaited history book will be on the press! Enjoy the following article by our author who
went above and beyond the call of duty.
Tom Schiffer managed to capture the fact
that this association has meant so much
to so many, and I am grateful for the time
and talent of this 50+ year member. The
First-Seventy Five Years, will be available beginning at the July meeting and
Tom will be signing copies during the
meeting in Wilmington. Phil Schreier who
wrote the Foreward will also join us if his
duties at the National Firearms Museum
permit. I hope to see you there, too!
- Jim Tekavec, President

at

The Association supports the preservation of

our American history and the U.S. Constitution, and
encourages the camaraderie of firearms collectors’
groups across the United States.

“We believe that every responsible American has the
unrestricted right to own firearms as guaranteed by
the Second Amendment of the U.S. Constitution.”

KEEP THE

Thomas D. Schiffer

U . S . A . T H E A M E R I C A N W AY

P.O. Box 670406, Sagamore Hills, Ohio 44067-0406 • www.ogca.com

You may have been more disappointed
than the author that our book, The First
75 Years, won’t be ready until the July
Show in Wilmington, but I doubt it! However, OGCA is not primarily in the business of publishing books. It has been my
honor and genuine fun to write this book.
It was, further, a true joy to work with the
OGCA Staff and fellow members seemingly without number to produce it. That
having been said, there was no little frustration in the production, for the OGCA’s
first order of business was producing gun
shows and produce them we did. And,
oh yeah, a couple of extra shows (albeit
fine ones) competing for the staff’s time,
thrown in!
Our 75th year was a critical election year.
In addition, sensational negative events

Remember, all donations go towards the
continuing fight for your firearm freedoms.
So, take a chance to win, but don’t take a
chance on losing your freedom.

your friends to see; a coffee table book.
In my not so humble opinion, we’ve done
just that! When you get your copy, please
read the acknowledgements. These people and many more, helped elevate your
book, and it is YOUR book, to what it has
become.
Without the commitment of the OGCA
Board of Directors and the guidance of
then OGCA President, Cecil Parker, it
would never have happened.

Thomas D. Schiffer

Photos: David Barker, courtesy of The Ohio Historical Society.

U . S . A . T H E A M E R I C A N W AY
Y

•

— Thomas Kyser, OGCA Historian

The First 75 Years
KEEP THE

The Ohio Gun Collectors Association

OGCA commissioned renowned Ohio gun maker and OGCA
member Cecil Brooks (1913–2006) to build the superb rendition
of the iconic American longrifle pictured above and on the front
cover. Upon its completion in 1994, OGCA donated the rifle to
The Ohio Historical Society where it remains on display today
at the Campus Martius Museum in Marietta.

The First 75 Years

the responsible ownership of all guns.

All items will be on display at the table of
Director/PAC Chairman Frank Becker (row
P look for the orange flag).

July Meeting - By Tom Schiffer

Es
Established
in 1937, the Ohio Gun Collectors Association,
th
the world’s oldest gun collecting organization, is dedicated
to encouraging the interest in historic firearms and

money orders, or cash only. (Please
do not mail cash.) Corporate checks or
credit cards cannot be accepted. Please
mail ticket stubs with donation to: OGCA
PAC, P.O. Box 670406, Sagamore Hills,
OH 44067, or return to the PAC Table in
the lobby of the Roberts Centre in July or
September. Tickets may also be returned
to OGCA officers, directors, or past presidents.

Made in the USA! Hard cover, 148
pages, Coffee-table quality with over
350 photos and graphics
$35 donation benefits OGCAPAC.

involving guns attracted international interest. OGCA’s response, as Miller Bedford said in his founding message, was
to: “put in our word at the right time when
the wrong kind of gun laws come up”.
These things beguiled us from getting
the book done on time. Add in the fact
that we, all of us involved…and we were
many…wanted the book to be something
special that YOU would enjoy and want

ails
Det e 3
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Keep in mind that the proceeds of the book
go to the OGCA’s Political Action Committee. Also, keep in mind, that although we
lost the BIG ONE, PAC’s track record in
other elections and historically, has been
very impressively successful. And, with
your help, we’ll get the next one! Enjoy!
-Tom Schiffer
PS: We ordered one thousand copies…
do the math! You are competing with
nearly nineteen others to get YOUR copy.
Don’t be left out!

John Dolibois, Interrogator at the
Nuremberg Trials, to Speak

Sat. July 20th 12 pm

Roberts Centre, Wilmington, Ohio

South Conf. room (inside hall, enter near row E)
One Presentation Only

