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AFFILIATED WITH THE NRA AND CMP

I just got off the phone
quet including Secretary
Ashland Eagles: Josh Kovach,
Annabelle Stanec, Alex Teodecki,
with Virgil Holden and
of State, Jon Husted, and
Christina Holden, Antonio Remedios.
found out that one of the
the new President of the
youth shooting teams our
NRA, Allan Cors, who
club supports will make
once lived in Cincinnati
it to the NRA Nationals
and is a longtime Honorcoming up this summer in
ary Life Member. In order
New Mexico. For those
to get this newsletter to
that don’t know, it is the
you in time for the July 18“World Series of Shooting
19 meeting it had to print
Sports”. Congratulations
prior to the May meeting.
to the Ashland Eagles
Therefore, look for photos
the Junior Division of Ashland Lake Gun Club of all the fine, educational May displays in the
They are currently ranked in the top 3 junior next newsletter.
rifle clubs in the nation. Needless to say, we
are very proud of this exceptional group of Don’t miss the next 2 meetings. July 18-19
young people including our very own Chrissy features The Ruger Owners and Collectors
Holden who works at our registration area Society, so bring your Rugers for “Show and
and is the granddaughter of Virgil. To qualify Tell” and head to the friendly, air-conditioned
for the Nationals, Chrissy and her team mates Roberts Centre for the weekend. I am also
competed against more than 500 of the na- looking forward to seeing my fellow Wintion’s top young sharpshooters at the National chester Arms Collectors Association memJunior Olympic Championship held this past bers at the Roberts Centre for the first time
April in Colorado. The competitors there were September 19-20. Some of the more serious
the top in each state and I applaud each and collectors have said the July and September
every youngster.
meetings are their best shows in terms of buying and selling.
Hearing stories of your children and grand- I, for one, enjoy
children involved in the shooting sports is one the less crowdof the best parts of being President of OGCA. ed aisles!
I believe that those who coach, mentor, transport and otherwise support young shooters As always, feel
may have the biggest and best longterm im- free to stop by
pact on gun ownership rights than any other my tables in
effort! Be proud that your OGCA dues make it row H. Look for
possible to support thousands of youth shoot- the orange flag.
Robert Ray
Preston
ers each year.
Thank you in advance for your support of the
annual May Banquet and Display Show. We
expect over 250 people for the May 30th ban-

Buckeyes

may now carry in the

The enactment of House Bill 234 by the 130th
General Assembly is one of the most significant changes to Ohio’s gun laws in years.
As of March 23rd 2015, among other great
things, it has given Buckeyes concealed carry permit reciprocity with Colorado, Georgia,
New Hampshire and now Pennsylvania. Plus
Ohio licenses issued after 3/23/15 will have
reciprocity with Texas and Wisconsin. For the
Buckeye that likes to travel this is wonderful
news. The next time you see your State Legislators, make sure to thank them for doing
their part in expanding your right to protect
yourself when you are traveling outside the
confines of our lovely state and if your legislator voted against that right, well you know
what to do about them the next time they are
up for re-election.

Robert Ray Preston, President

Keystone State! - By Tim Inwood

Tim Inwood, above (at a recent Clinton County
event with Senator Portman) is a life member and member of the Board of Directors of
OGCA. He is Chairman of our Legislative Committee and is a tireless defender of Second
Amendment Rights.
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2015 PAC Raffle
The 2015 PAC Raffle has begun! Hopefully you have already found your raffle
tickets enclosed in the envelope of this
newsletter. We have had an
overwhelming success due to
A
your show of support for the
raffles over the past few years,
but lets make this one shine
even brighter! Your proceeds
go toward our pro gun candidates who support and fight to
keep our firearm freedoms!
We have five fantastic prizes
for this years raffle and you
don’t want to miss the chance
to win. The following prizes will
be on display at PAC Chairman,
Frank Becker’s table P-3 at the
July and September meetings.

July

and

Be sure to check them out.
The Drawing will be held Sunday Sep-

tember 20th at 12 PM at the Roberts
Centre. Winners do not need to be present. Send your donation of $5.00 for
each individual raffle ticket or
$20.00 for five, to OGCA PAC,
P O Box 670406, Sagamore
Hills, OH 44067.

D
B
C

(A) 1st Prize: Colt, Pre-Ban HBAR, Cal. 223 Sporter; (B) 2nd
Prize: German, Walther PP pistol, Cold War Era, Cal. .380; (C)
3rd Prize: Browning, Buck Mark Auto Pro Target Pistol, Cal.
22LR; (D) 4th Prize: 75th OGCA Anniversary Cased Knife Set;
and the 5th Prize (Not pictured): OGCA black Jacket and Cap.

September Meetings

Make your plans now
for the July meeting with our guests,
the Ruger Owners
& Collectors Society
(ROCS). They are
building fantastic Ruger displays to compete with one another
for Best Display. The ROCS Display
Show will be located in an aisle in the
middle of the main hall and we appreciate your assistance in accommodating
this prestigious group. Rows N thru CC
will be shifted down one row and DD will
be eliminated. Please read the table label before you set up.

Front Cover:
From the collection of Bill Hamm,
Ruger Single-Six
.22 Caliber #5100 “Spanish Engraved”  revolver.
Extremely rare, only 22 were
sent to Spain for engraving in
1954. The Spanish are the Holy
Grail of Ruger factory engraved
Single-Six’s. Also shown is the
fully engraved back strap and a
close-up of the revolver cylinder
and cylinder frame.

to

Extra tickets will be available
during the July 18th-19th and
September 19th-20th, 2015
meetings at the PAC Table. If
you can’t make either meeting just contact the Business
Office to request more tickets
and we will mail them.
PAC thanks you
for your support!

Feature Collector Association Guests

Members of this new collectors group
are coming from all over the United
States just to be there, so be sure to
give them a warm Ohio welcome.
At our September 1920 meeting our friends
from WACA will hold
their annual Mideastern 2015 show at The
Roberts Centre. Join
us this September
and bring your family to see some of the
most beautiful Winchesters on display
by the WACA members. They will have

lots of trade tables too! Please be aware
that WACAs’ display show will be held in
the Grand Foyer of the Roberts Centre
just like our Annual Display Show was
held this past May. A similar floor plan
will apply as it did in May where the main
entrance will be relocated to the Northeast door.
Mark your calendar for the next 2 shows!
If you are not already a Winchester or
Ruger fan you just might become one!

Above: A collection of some beautiful Single Six’s that were part of
Radical Rod Kirian’s exhibit at our
2014 Annual Display Show.
Left: “Fancy Rugers” by Bill Hamm
was another favorite at the 2014
Display Show. We can’t wait to see
what he brings this July!.

Look for coverage of the Annual Display
Show and Banquet in the September
newsletter. Because of the timing between meetings, this newsletter went
to press prior to the May show. See
Applicant List for late-breaking news.

Page 4

DARD
STAN
D
HIGH OF WORL
S
N
II
GU
R
A
W
ction of
e Colle
From th Miller
Jon

Congratulations to Jon
World War II” at the
ly received two silver
ing OGCA and also
his hard work and

Miller (center) for his wonderful display “High Standard Contributions to
NRA Annual Meeting and Exhibits in Nashville this past April. He proudmedallions and two certificates. We would like to thank Jon for representthank Director and 2015 NRA Display Chairman, Ralf Eyster (right) for
contributions for this event. (OGCA President, Robert Ray Preston left.)

Left: Cover of the educational brochure given to those that visted the OGCA display in Nashville. Enjoy
Jon’s interesting and educational story of High Standard Guns in WWII, below!
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On
April 19, 1879 Carl
Gustave Swebilius was born in
Vingaker Sweden. He was one of five children of the town watch maker. He grew up
working with his father and developing his
love of precision machinery. At age 18, Gus
immigrated to the United States and lived
with his eldest sister in New Haven, Connecticut.
His first job in the U.S. was making barrels
for Marlin firearms company. He was quickly promoted to foreman of that department.
He continued to attract notice and was promoted to the tool room. After three years, he
was transferred to gun design where he was
working at the outbreak of World War I.
While there he modified the Browning .30
caliber machine gun for use on aircraft by
lightening it from 35 to around 19 pounds
and increasing the rate of fire from 400 to
900 rounds per minute. He finished that task
in less than a month

Swebilius was the first American to perfect
the cam system sending bullets between
spinning propeller blades and the first to
synchronize a gas operated machine gun.
His design was used on propeller aircraft
through World War II.

foreman to assemble the pistols. Swebilius
sold them to Galefs Hardware and Sporting
Goods stores. They made enough money on
the deal to pay off the note and they had the
equipment to produce more pistols. This was
the way Swebilius did business.

Major George Chinn, author of the classic
tome “The Machine Gun”, recognizes Swebilius as second only to John Browning in
early design of machine guns. Coincidentally, Swebilius worked with Browning during
World War I. Following World War I, Swebilius worked as chief designer at Marlin
and then at Winchester until 1939

After some modifications by Wilson, the
Hartford semi-automatic became the High
Standard Model B starting with serial number 5000. The business was successful.
Swebilius hired new Swedish immigrants
whenever possible. When the United States
entered World War II business skyrocketed.
Initially the military used the Model B for a
machine gun sub caliber firing device.

Swebilius worked not only at Marlin and
Winchester, but also on a side venture producing high quality barrels and barrel drilling equipment. In 1932, Swebilius, Gustave
Beck (a partner in the barrel drilling business) and three other investors bought the
defunct Hartford Arms company lock, stock,
barrel and manufacturing tools for $800.
The deal included enough partially assembled pistols and parts to complete around
800 pistols. George Wilson, Sr., was hired as

PISTOLS
Model B and Model B-US
From the beginning of the war there was a
demand for .22 caliber pistols to train new recruits in marksmanship. The .22 was cheaper
to shoot and had less recoil and report than
the standard issue .45 caliber 1911.
In 1942 our War Department purchased
Model B’s in mass quantity. Deliveries be-
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Model B-US Civilian Production Model

gan in May and June. Every pistol Swebilius had in inventory regardless of model or
barrel length went to the military. The first
pistol a Model E serial number 95215 was
shipped on March 10, 1942. Model B, Model A, Model D, Model E, Model H-B, Model
H-A Model H-D and Model H-E pistols all
went to the War Department.
Most early pistols were commercial Model
B’s. Many survivors have the US Ordnance
acceptance markings. At the request of the
military the Model B was modified to become the Model B-US. All barrels were cut
to 4.5 inches to conserve steel. The frame
was modified to more closely resemble the
1911 Colt in the web space of the hand.
“Property of US”
was roll stamped
along the top of the
barrel and on the
right side of the
frame over the trigger guard. Crossed
cannon ordnance acceptance cartouche
is also found on the
right side of the frame. All had the standard
ten round magazines. 14,000 Model B-US
pistols were produced between 1942 and
June 1943. Model Bs were also exported to
England under Lend Lease. Several were silenced. One is in the Imperial War Museum.
Others have been located in Scandinavia.

Model E Civilian

Model A Civilian

Model D Civilian

George Wilson designed exposed hammer
Model H-D which was further modified
into the USA Model H-D. The commercial
Model H-D had the adjustable rear sight replaced by a fixed sight and the addition of
an external safety. All barrels were 4.5”. US
Property and ordnance marks were stamped
like the B-US. This modified pistol was
dubbed the USA Model H-D. About 34,000
were produced between 1943 and 1945. Early guns had the typical High Standard deep
blue luster finish
while later ones
were
Parkerized to save
money. All grips
were plastic.

Ordnance cartouches on Model HD
& Model USA HD Model HD modified to military specifications.

USA Model H-D M/S
While the USA Model H-D was being produced for the military, the Office of Strategic
Services had need for a silenced pistol for
use on clandestine missions. 

Model B-US with military modified frame

Model H-D and USA Model H-D
The Model B-US was supplanted by a

They contracted with Western Electric Bell
Laboratories for the suppressor design. Bell
chose the Kulikowski (Polish) silencer as
its model. Several pistols including the Colt
Woodsman, High Standard Model B, C, D, E
and USA Model HD were tested at Aberdeen.
The USA-HD was selected. High Standard
assembled and delivered 2,620 pistols to

the War Department during World War II.
The classified pistol was officially named
the USA Model H-D M(ilitary)/S(ilenced).
Its code production name was the “Impact
Testing Machine”.
The first batch of around 1,400 had blued
frames with Parkerized suppressors. The second order came out with both frame and suppressor Parkerized. These were all shipped
in black High Standard boxes. There have
been several runs since then. One Parkerized
batch was delivered to CIA in plain brown
Kraft boxes. 
Most of the early guns were serial numbered
and entered into the shipping books, although there were some missed numbers and
blanks in the records. OSS/CIA reportedly
had a special batch made without any markings. These were referred to as “sterile”.
The M/S had an exciting career. Soon after
the first run production was completed the
head of the OSS, “Wild Bill” Donovan, took
a sand bag and an M/S into the Oval Office.
The story goes that upon his arrival President Roosevelt was doing some dictation.
Reportedly Donovan emptied the ten round
magazine into the sand bag in a trash can unnoticed by either the President or the guard
outside the door. Where upon Donovan offered the empty gun to the President with
an explanation of what had just transpired.

OSS Officer John W. Brunner in
China with USA Model HD M/S
(in holster).
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Roosevelt reportedly said, “Donovan, you
are the only (***) Republican I would trust
to do such a thing.”
Roosevelt kept the pistol on display at Hyde
Park until it was discovered that it was a
classified weapon. It was promptly returned
to Donovan’s aide.
That is a charming story and something like
it probably did happen. But even a slightly
hard of hearing sixty plus year old man can
hear a suppressed pistol go off in a closed
room at close range. The firearm reports are
suppressed, not entirely and completely silenced. ALL guns make noise. The break of
the trigger, fall of the hammer, movement
and impact of the slide all make sounds. The
escape of burning propellant gases into the
atmosphere and the crack of a bullet breaking the speed of sound make even louder
noises. How are they suppressed?
On the M/S the slide can be locked in place
by a disabled slide safety. The sound of
the trigger break and hammer fall, while
unavoidable, are fortunately negligible.
The last and greatest problem is the escaping burning propellants. In the M/S most of
the expanding gases are vented and captured
in the first stage of the suppressor. The barrel has been turned down to 0.406 inch diameter and ported with four rows of eight
perpendicularly oriented holes in the early
versions and eleven holes in the final model.
Gases behind the bullet escape through the
ports and are captured in a roll of zinc plated bronze mesh. The mesh acts as a heat
sink that
cools and slows the
gases before they escape.

The suppressor is divided into a first and
then a second chamber by a brass washer.
The front chamber is beyond the muzzle of
the barrel. It is filled with stacked brass or
bronze wire doughnuts which capture gases
escaping the muzzle.
For optimal results the weapon is prepared
in advance. A liquid such as oil, water, insect repellent or optimally Burma-Shave is
introduced into and allowed to fill the suppressor through the muzzle opening. Excess
fluid is drained by gravity to prevent barrel
blockage. A loaded magazine is inserted and
the gun is then fired.
The muzzle end is then quickly sealed with
a piece of masking or cello tape. The chamber end is sealed by the next bullet. This excludes oxygen from the tube thus preventing
combustion of any propellant trapped in the
tube. The liquid serves the same purpose
and also acts as a heat sink absorbing energy
while passing from liquid into a gas phase.
The tape on the muzzle acts as a wipe making maximum contact with the bullet and
thereby impeding remaining gas escape.
To maximize effect the muzzle should be in
direct contact with the target. In that fashion
the inevitable escaping gases will follow the
tract of the bullet penetrating the skin (and
hopefully the skull contents). The cavitation
and tissue disruption of the bullet will be
multiplied by the expanding gases trapped
inside the closed container.
There was little worry of fouling the rolled
mesh in the M/S suppressor. It was meant to
be replaced every couple of hundred rounds.
Extra rolls were included in the box along
with assembly
instructions and
a special wire
brush meant for
use in cleaning the weapon.
The brush was
usually discarded.
There was a
glitch with the
M/S ammunition. Standard
.22 caliber bullets were in
contravention to
the Hague convention as they

Silencer construction

were not jacketed ammunition. As such they
were not supposed to be used in war time.
A communique’ was sent out to all troops
to stop use of the M/S until proper ammunition in the form of the T-42 could be supplied. The order was of course ignored. If
personnel were captured by enemy troops
with this type weapon Hague Convention
would understandably be ignored regardless
of what type of ammunition was in the gun.
High Standard wasn’t alone in making the
M/S. Armorers in Vietnam reverse engineered the pistol and produced an untold
number of copies for use by troops and Special Ops teams. What better way to silence
watchdogs (Hush Puppies?) when entering a
village in the middle of the night? 
During World War II the Russians became
aware of the M/S and requested samples.
As we were at that time fighting a common
enemy the request could not be ignored.
Churchill suggested however, that the guns
be shipped without the screens. Which is
what happened.
The Soviets had more experience with the
M/S later when they shot down a U-2 piloted by Francis Gary Powers over Sverdlovsk
on the First of May 1960. Powers was on
what was already scheduled to be the last
U-2 reconnaissance flight over Russia. The
integrity of his plane was disrupted when a
surface to air missile exploded in his immediate vicinity. He ejected from the aircraft at
high altitude carrying several survival items
including a sheath knife, suicide device
disguised as an American silver dollar and
a High Standard USA M/S serial number
120046. 

Much to the chagrin of the Eisenhower
White House, Powers was captured intact
and alive. The pistol, items listed and parts
of the U-2 were paraded through a propaganda trial meant to embarrass the USA.
The M/S has since been known as the “Powers Pistol”
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The Powers Pistol along with other evidence
is still on display in the KGB Museum in
Lubyanka Prison on Lubyanka Square in
Moscow. The Lubyanka Prison is notorious
in Russia. It was KGB headquarters where
people were taken for interrogation, torture
and execution. 
After OSS was disbanded the CIA and military special operations inherited most of the
remaining stock. As late as year 2000 there
were still over 400 of the original guns on
inventory at CIA Langley. Several had been
issued to Special Ops in Kosovo.
People report coming across them while decommissioning navy ships or in the survival
pack of the B-52 bombers. Dozens spilled
out of a 55 gallon oil drum at an American
air base in Thailand in 1966 or 1967. Some
were reported in Korean CIA bases.
Many USA Model HD M/S’s disappeared
into duffle bags after the war. Some disappeared when the OSS was disbanded. At
least two of those were converted back to
USA Model HD’s. I am aware of possibly
a dozen original M/S’s that were Amnesty
registered and are legal for civilian ownership.

Model P-380 (.380 caliber)

P-380 barrel cutaway

Despite the efficiency with the M/S the OSS
wanted a more robust silenced weapon. The
SOE had the Wellgun in 9 mm. It was quiet,
but it was single shot. The OSS wanted a
magazine fed .25, .32 or .380 caliber silenced
pistol. Colt was approached initially, but after negotiations failed, the contract went to
High Standard. The contract for 1,000 guns
at $57 each was signed on 23 April 1945.
A one month production run was scheduled
to begin on 24 August 1945 but there were
delays. The revised date of production was
set for 15 September. The war ended in the
interval and the contract was cancelled. One

gun was delivered to the OSS but there may
be others. A photo of that weapon can be
found in Brunner’s and Pate’s books.
High Standard was compensated for the contract cancellation. Swebilius had the balance
of frames after the contract was cancelled.
He replaced the silencer with a standard .380
barrel and marketed it as the G-380.

Model P-380 prototype
silenced .380 caliber pistol

Model P-22
OSS requested another modification. They
wanted a pistol which could be quickly converted from standard commercial to suppressed configuration. High Standard complied with the quick change lever placed
forward of the trigger guard. By depressing
the lever either barrel could be slid forward
and removed allowing interchange. Four
prototype .22 calibers were produced in
this configuration. That lever takedown was
found on the P (later G)-380 and subsequent
G series commercial pistols.

.25 Caliber
The prototype suppressed .25 caliber pistol
serial number “1” survives. The silenced .25
caliber pistol disappeared from the inventory
near the end of the war. It later surfaced and
was confiscated by police in New Jersey. It
was transferred to a private collector (FJ) “in
return for favors”. 
In the Sixties ATF agents approached Harry
Sefried while he was working at his desk at
High Standard. The .25 caliber prototype was
on his desk. The agents inquired regarding
its ownership. Sefried replied “Depends”.
“On what?” they asked. “Well if it’s legal
its mine, if not it belongs to the company.”
While the agents went to the front office to
search through the paperwork Sefried took
the pistol to the machine shop, removed the
baffles and had the left side of the suppressor
milled exposing the ported barrel. When the
agents returned they informed him that the
company’s Title II paperwork had expired.
They would therefore confiscate it as an illegal silenced pistol. Sefried protested that
it was no longer suppressed as the tube had
been milled. To prove that, he positioned the
agents on the milled side of the pistol and
fired it. All present agreed that it was not
suppressed and Sefried kept the pistol. .25,
.32, 9mm and .380 prototypes are now privately owned.
Carl Swebilius with 10,000th M-2 .50
caliber machine gun High Standard produced.

Model P-22 prototype for .22 caliber
pistol with interchangeable barrel

MACHINE GUNS
As mentioned earlier, Swebilius left Winchester in 1939 to work full time at his new
company. This was about the time war broke
out in Europe. England was in desperate
need of all guns and especially machine guns
for aircraft. Swebilius had secured a reputation in the field in the last war. A friend, John
Owsley, convinced the British Purchasing
Commission that Swebilius could supply the
goods.
In November, 1940, the first contract was
signed for 12,000 .50 caliber aircraft machine guns and spare parts. Initial delivery
was expected in ten months. Swebilius had
nothing. He had no land, no plant, no men
and no tools. Worse, most tools had already
been snatched up by other manufacturers.
Gordon Wilson and Charles Liedke scoured
the east coast for any usable machinery. They
bought anything available. It is reported that
they went to silk weaving factories and bought
outdated pieces from
storage. Everything was
sent back to the new Waterfront plant in East Ha-
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ven where Swebilius and his crews reworked the machinery to specifications.
The first machine gun came off the line on
19 April 1941, five months after the contract
was signed. Newspapers and Time magazine
wrote articles acclaiming the feat as a miracle. The photo on John Stimson’s website
shows Swebilius by a chrome plated .50 caliber proclaiming it to be the 10,000th off the
line seven months ahead of schedule. There
had been only one reject up to that point. A
total of 228,000 guns with extra parts were
produced for the Allies. Another 25,000
were also refurbished.

United Defense Model 42
Swebilius was a proven genius in design of
firearms, especially machine guns. He designed what was to be the UD 42 prior to
World War II. It was designed to replace the
venerable but weighty and labor intensive
Thompson .45 caliber submachine gun. The
new gun was designed to fire 750 rounds
per minute and quickly convert from the
European 9 mm cartridge to the American
.45 caliber ACP. It was one of the finest and
most innovative firearms designed for World
War II.
Applications for patent were submitted October 15, 1940. Four patents were issued to
Swebilius for the UD 42. Another patent
was issued to his friend, coworker and High
Standard Vice President, John Owsley, for
his innovative back to back style of magazines. 
Although designed by Swebilius, High
Standard was dedicated to barrel and machine gun production. They were unable
to produce the new weapons. Marlin won
the Netherlands Commission contract and
manufactured 15,000 new weapons for use
in Dutch Indonesia. High Standard received
a 10% royalty of $7.50 per gun.
Japan invaded Indonesia before the guns

were delivered. The United States bought all
the guns and transferred them to the Office of
Strategic Services for overseas use. All guns
were issued except 800 held back by the
Dutch. In 1944 many ‘42s were air-dropped
into the European Theater of Operations
where they were used with success. They
were also used in the Mediterranean and Far
East theaters where they were met with favor.
Later they were used in China and in Africa.

US Army Ordnance informally tested the
UD 42 in August 1940 and found it acceptable. It was resubmitted for formal testing
in November, 1941 with suggested modifications. It was found to be reliable, accurate
and controllable. At about this time, M-l
Thompson had become available. Ordnance
found the UD 42 to have “no requirement”.
Development of the .45 caliber version was
halted after the production of six prototypes.

In 1948 Marlin acquired exclusive rights to
produce the UD 42 with royalty rights to
High Standard. The Netherlands and Argentina expressed some interest but sales never
materialized. The UD 42 was used through
the early ‘70s in Southeast Asia and Africa.
Some made it back to the US but they are
not common. There is rumor of an limited
offshore stockpile still in Cosmoline as late
as 1998.

OTHER SWEBILIUS
DESIGNED FIREARMS
.30 Caliber Carbine

In early November, 1942, the Maxim Silencer Company (also located in Hartford)
offered to make silencers for .45 caliber
M-3 submachine guns. A booklet entitled
“Design of Silencer for M3 Cal. .45 SMG”
was completed in November, 1943. Trials showed that noise was reduced to only
a few decibels above the mechanical action
of the gun. In May, 1944, High Standard
received a contract to produce 1,000 silencers for $12,970. Barrels were to be provided
by General Motors Guide Lamp division.

After some delay, the first barrels arrived,
but were defective as the threads had burrs
and thread tolerances were not as specified.
High Standard received a separate contract
to remove the burrs. The first silencers were
shipped in August, 1944. The silencers were
used in Europe, Southeast Asia and the Pacific theaters to good effect. Beyond noise
suppression the silencer also reduced barrel
flash and rise making the gun more accurate.

A second $73,440 contract for 4,000 silencers and barrels was placed in December, 1944. This time, the barrels were also
produced by High Standard. Shipment was
completed by September, 1944. None of
the second contract silencers were issued as
there were 4,100 still in stock at the end of
the war. Some were still in storage at the beginning of the Vietnam war. 
High Standard also tested the M-3 silencer
in 9 mm but found it unsatisfactory.

Swebilius designed .30 caliber carbines for
infantry use. Ordnance Department tested
them in both semi and full automatic versions. The carbines were found to be light,
accurate, reliable and easy to maintain. Although they performed well the Winchester
submission was chosen to become the M-1
carbine.

Model UD-42 9 mm submachine gun designed by
Swebilius and produced by Marlin

M-3 GREASE GUN
SILENCERS

BARRELS
High Standard Manufacturing Corporation,
1817 Dixwell Ave,. Hamden, Connecticut
was the pistol company. In addition to the
MODEL B, MODEL B-US and USA MODEL HD, it also produced barrels for the M2
version of the Model 1919 .30 caliber ma-

High Standard prototype .30 caliber
carbine tested by Ordnance
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At wars end, Gus Swebilius was second only
to Louis B. Mayer as the highest paid executive in the United States. There were charges
of war profiteering. The investigation board
not only cleared Swebilius, but commended
him for saving the United States government millions of dollars in his contracts and
the production methods adopted by other
companies.

chine gun, barrels for the model 1911A1
.45 caliber pistol, the 1903 and 1903A3 .30
caliber rifles with and without sights, Model 1917 .30 caliber rifle barrels and the M2
50 caliber machine gun. (Stimson/ HSCA
Website 2006)

.45 Caliber Pistol barrels
High Standard made .45 M1911A1 barrels
during WW II under a “Government Free
Issue” contract for Remington Rand, Ithaca
and US & S. These pistol makers did not
make their own barrels.
Production/procurement
Remington   Rand
Ithaca
US & S
Total 			

records

show:

877,751
335,467
55,000
1,268,218

Remington and Ithaca used some (a few)
Colt barrels in the early production days and
some Flannery barrels in 1944 and 1945. If
you estimate they made spares before production was halted at war’s end, you can
easily argue 1,000,000 to 1,200,000. (Bill
Jenkins, personal correspondence, 2006)
In addition to High Standard producing pistols, silencers, machine guns and replacement rifle and machine gun barrels for the
war effort they also produced millions of
pistol barrels and other replacement parts.
On April 30, 1944, Remington Firearms
Corporation acknowledged High Standard’s
production of .45 caliber barrels with a simple plaque. On it was a gold Plated .45 caliber Remington M-1911 A1. The engraved
brass plate said:
PRESENTED TO
HIGH STANDARD MFG CO.
BY
REMINGTON RAND “C”
WORKS FOR
BARREL PRODUCTION
M-1911A1 PISTOL CONTRACT
APRIL 30, 1944

Col. Robert Sears firing one of the first aircraft
machine guns to come off the assembly line.

MISCELLANEOUS
RELATED ORDNANCE
High Standard also had contracts for bomb
fuse bodies, bomb fuse striker, flash hiders,
yoke rod ends, deep hole drills and numerous other small contracts. They continued to
produce machine gun barrels and parts until
the 1970s.
High Standard Manufacturing Company. Inc, 1337 Dixwell Avenue, Hamden, Connecticut was the machine gun
factory. There was also a plant at 100
Waterfront (East Haven, Connecticut).
Both of these companies were paying engineering fees to a parent company called
Dixwell Corporation which was controlled
by Swebilius. The officers and directors of
all three companies were similar if not the
same.
At fiscal year ending November 30, 1945,
Swebilius personally owned 127,155 of the
150,000 shares issued (85%) for the pistol
company. With the stock owned by his sons,
the controlling percentage rises to almost
89%. (Stimson, personal correspondence)

Swebilius’ health was failing. He died of
throat cancer October 18, 1948. After providing for his widow and sons, he left much
of his personal fortune to cancer and epilepsy research. His legacy still provides research grants today.
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• Marlin Firearms, A History of the Guns and
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Stackpole Books, 1989
• OSS Weapons
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Phillips Publications, 2005
• The Machine Gun
George M. Chinn
Bureau of Ordnance US Navy, 1951
• Submachine Guns of the United States
Frank Iannamico
Moose Lake Publishing, 2004
• U. S. Handguns of World War II
The Secondary Pistols and Revolvers
Charles W. Pate
Andrew Mowbray Publishers, 1998
• The World’s Submachine Guns
Thomas B. Nelson
TBN Enterprises, 1963
• High Standard Automatic Pistols
1932-1950
Charles Petty
American Ordnance Publications, 1976
• High Standard Collectors Association website
John Stimson 2006
• U. S. Military Match and Marksmanship
Automatic Pistols
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Personal Correspondence from and
special thanks to:
John Brunner
Bill Jenkins
Charles Petty
John Stimson
Bob Waldridge
Jerry Watson

Continued on
next page.
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High Standard Contributions to WWII Continued from prior page.

   on Miller’s fascination with High Standard’s began in 1982 while a member of
the Tampa Police Pistol and Rifle Club. After six months of competition he had stalled
near the top of Expert class. Coach Gene
Pitts took him aside and said it wasn’t a matter of skill, but instead it was his .22 Ruger
pistol holding him back. Gene arranged for
the loan of a very well used .22 Model 104
High Standard Trophy. Three months later
the “Master Class” card arrived in the mail.
It took five years for the Distinguished Master
card to follow. (Along the way he had won a
couple of the High Standard .22 derringers
as prizes.)

At that time the range was issuing .45 and
.22 caliber ammunition for team members
to practice. He was shooting over 25,000
rounds of .22 a month. (It was free.) Jon
became concerned that he would wear out
the loaned pistol or they would want it back,
so he bought a back up High Standard. And
another, and then another. Thus began his
collection, research and publishing of articles. Jon stated he explained to his long
suffering wife that money invested in the collection was a high dividend college fund for
their sons and that the research and articles
increase the values. He said his wife just
smiled.

Right: Jon Miller receiving a Silver Medallion on April 12th in Nashville from our own Bob
Wos on behalf of the NRA Gun Collectors Committee. Jon received Silver Medallion #539
for his High Standard 9 mm Submachine Gun produced for the Office of Strategic Services
(OSS) and Medallion #541 for his USA Model HD Military Suppressed .22 caliber pistol
made for the OSS in 1944. His display also received Certificate of Recognition #182 for
his Bronze Employee Service Plaque circa 1945 listing WWII High Standard employees
killed in military service, plus the Best Educational Display Award. A superb job by a
most distinguished gentleman!

Charles Clawson; Author, Collector
It is with great sadness that I write this article as one of my long-time friends and mentors in the Colt Model 1911 collecting world
has passed away. On April 24, 2015, in Fort
Wayne, IN Charles W. Clawson left the collecting arena at the age of 83.
Known as Chuck to many of us from the gun
collecting realm, he was always a
gracious gentleman. He served in
the US Army during the Korean
War. He worked as an airline pilot
for 38 years and retired in1993.
He was a member of the American Legion Post in Fort Wayne.

and

The Tampa range closed before they asked
him to return the High Standard. Fortunately,
it never wore out. In 2003 He used it to win
championships in Ohio, Indiana, and Kentucky in Conventional and International pistol
competition.
Although it was his last year of competitive
shooting, his sons have used that same
High Standard Trophy to win their own state
championships. Now he just wanders from
gunshow to gunshow looking for prototypes
and rare High Standards while making a lot
of good friends along the way.
2015 NRA Awards
Presentation

Congratulations,
to the Miller Family!
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Friend Passes - By Don Corsaro

I wanted to see first, of course, I told him Colt
number 39. I so enjoyed the visit.

the other side of the gun on the back of the
book.

Years later when a friend and I were working
on an innovation by placing a combination
lock that replaces the 1911 mainspring housing, I showed Chuck my design. He responded by emailing me encouraging and flattering
comments regarding the unique
Below: Author Charles W.
Clawson and retired Continen- design. He was always gracious
tal Airlines Chairmen and CEO to those in the collecting circles.

At the time he was working on a family history
and tracked his ancestry on his mother’s side
to Samuel Colt, the famed firearms maker in
Connecticut. Over the years we kept in touch,
and I always looked forward to the OGCA

Gordon Bethune at the time Mr.
Bethune purchased Colt model
911 serial number 39.

Many people did not know that
Chuck considered himself a firearms collector since the age of 10
years old when he acquired his
first 22 rifle. He had researched
Charles Clawson, right, was an active memthe model 1911 and A1 for some ber for over 4 decades. Among his many
time. In 1993 Chuck released his services to the club was representing OGCA
first book, a large 429 page, The at the 1995 NRA Annual Meeting where he
Colt .45 Service Pistol Models is pictured with his friends, the late Mike
Brennan, and Julius Kosan.
1911 and A1 Models. He followed with a smaller collectors’ guide version, Show (Ohio Gun Collectors Association)
and in 2005 he published, The Colt .45 Gov- when several of us in the collectors’ circle
ernment Model. These works are still some would meet up, talk, show and dissect 1911’s
of the most definitive books on the Military and for research or bragging rights. The show and
Commercial Colt 1911’s and its variations. tell could go on for hours.
The iconic photo on the first large edition of
the Colt model serial number 39 is the most Chuck once related the story of how he obcoveted 1911’s by collectors to this day.
tained number 39. He went to visit a retired
judge down south who owned the gun. “We
I met Chuck just after the release of his book could not come to an agreement on the price.
in 1993 as I was a 1911 enthusiast and collec- On my way home I thought about it and detor. Knowing him was an exceptional experi- cided to spend the extra money. It was special
ence as Chuck was always willing to share and I had plans for it,” Chuck said. He went
his knowledge on the model 1911, and I vis- on to tell me that when he got number 39, he
ited him at his home in Fort Wayne to view had already planned the book cover then. He
his collection. On my first visit he asked what wanted one side of the gun under the title and

When he was ready to part with
his coveted number 39, he chose
another gentleman, veteran and
pilot, the former Chairmen and
CEO of Continental Airlines Gordon Bethune. They had much in
common and when Gordon and
I visited Chuck in Fort Wayne
for the transaction we all had
an excellent time, and Chuck
signed some book covers for us.
Many people are unaware that
the larger first edition book serial
number 39 accompanied the Colt
1911 of the same number. The gun and the
book are forever linked together for history.
I was fortunate to know both men, and they
both had similar qualities beyond the airline
connections. I believe Chuck sold his gun to
exactly the person he wanted to have his famous relic.
For me and many others the gun shows just
won’t be the same. We will miss our friend,
and the circle will be one less next show. So
long, old friend!
Many thanks to longtime member Don Corsaro for this fitting tribute to a great man. Chuck
Clawson will remain in our hearts.
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Passages
Long time member since
1981, James Parmy
Boso, of Parkersburg,
died on March 28, 2015.
Jim proudly served his
country in WW II, volunteering
immediately
after Parkersburg High
School graduation in
1943 until November 23,
1945. Jimmy, as he was
known, was a gunner on the B-24 Liberator
heavy bomber “HELL’S BELLE”, and flew
eight combat missions from Giulia Airfield, Italy (near Cerignola) in early 1945. His rank was
Sergeant, 459th Bomb Group, 756th Bomber
Squadron, 304th Wing, 15th Air Force, and he
was awarded the Victory, European Theater
(4 bronze stars), Good Conduct and Air medals for his service to our country.
Frederick “Fritz” John Kline, 26 year member, of Hinkley, OH, passed away April 18th
at age 81. Fritz retired as a Major in the U.S.
Airforce. He was a Life member of many organizations: Vietnam Veterans of America
Chapter 385, American Legion Post 202,
VFW Post 9520, Eagles Arie 2224, Medina
Moose Lodge 647, U.S. Air Force National
Pistol Team, Reserve Officer Association of
America, NRA Endowment Member, and
Amateur Trap Shooting of America. Fritz was
also involved in many community and church
activities. He owned a specialty gunsmithing
business and acquired a special “handloading” skill. He enjoyed traveling to gun and airplane shows. Many knew him as a practical
joker, or as a very detailed perfectionist; or an
opinionated curmundgeon. Fritz was truly one
of a kind and will be missed by many.
Dean Burleigh Rinehart, 30 plus year
member, of Gallia, passed away February
6, 2015, in Raleigh, NC, after an extended
illness. Dean was a graduate of Bethesda High School and Ohio State University.
He retired from teaching at Rio Grande College to spend more time hunting and fishing
and working on his farm. Known primarily as
the ‘Winchester Man’ throughout the Ohio

Valley, Dean was ever
strong in his faith to God.
He attended New Life
Lutheran Church where
Rev. Jack Jackson will
be holding a special
5pm Memorial Service
on May 31, 2015. All are
welcome to attend this
proud ‘Celebration of
Life.’
Charles T. (Chuck) Buck, Knife collectors
and millions of outdoors lovers have lost a
very special man with the passing of Chuck
Buck (78) this past February. Chairman of
Buck Knives, Inc., Chuck personified the
family tradition of the American knife making
company he headed. He was the grandson
of the founder and the third generation to run
the company.
After his discharge from
the U.S. Navy in 1961,
Chuck learned the ins
and outs of the knife business. Within a few years,
Chuck was named corporate vice president for
manufacturing. In June
of 1979, Chuck became
president. He was inducted into the Blade Cutlery
Hall of Fame in 1996.
Many of our members knew this warm, gregarious man, admired his innovations in cutlery,
and had the opportunity to exchange thoughts
with him on his deep Christian faith exemplified by the small enclosure in each Buck knife
box. In part, it says, “From the beginning management determined to make God the Senior
Partner.” Chuck spoke at the Prayer Breakfast
at the NRA Annual Meeting in Indianapolis in
2014.
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Be sure to like us on
Facebook and
keep up to date
with events!
www.facebook.com/theogca

MEETING DATES THROUGH 2017

2015

2016

2017

July 18-19, 2015
Sept. 19-20, 2015
Nov. 21-22, 2015

January 9-10, 2016
March 12-13, 2016
May 7-8, 2016

Jan 7-8, 2017
Mar 11-12, 2017
May 20-21, 2017

Director Elections

Display Show & Member Banquet

Display Show & Member Banquet

July 16-17, 2016
Sept. 10-11, 2016
Nov. 19-20, 2016

July 15-16, 2017
Sept. 9-10, 2017
Nov. 18-19, 2017
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The Roberts Centre

123 Gano Road, Wilmington, OH 45177 (800)
654-7038. Roberts Centre is located
at I-71, Exit 50 (U.S. Route 68) and is
north of and visible from the interstate.
From Cleveland or Columbus take I-71
South. Take the US 68 exit, exit 50. Turn right onto
US 68 and right onto Gano Road. Hall is on the left.
From Cincinnati take I-71 North. Take the US
68 exit, exit 50. Turn left onto US 68. Turn right
onto Gano Road. Roberts Centre is on the left.
From Toledo take I-75 South. Take the US-35 exit
number 52B. Merge onto US 35 East. Take the US
68/Home Ave. exit towards Wilmington. Turn right
onto US 68. Turn left onto Gano Road. Roberts Centre is on the left. From Dayton take US 35 East,
take US Route 68 S (Home Ave.) toward Wilmington,
turn right onto US 68, turn left onto
om Gano Road, Roberts Centre is on
r
f
r
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Meeting
Hours

Saturday 8 am - 5-pm
Sunday 8 am - 2 pm

Hotels

1) Headquarters Hotel: Holiday Inn at
Roberts Centre 123 Gano Road., Wilmington,
OH 45177 (937) 283-3200 or (800) 654-7036 $96
+ tax. Check in 3 PM. SOLD OUT 24-hour
cancellation. Two-night minimum.
2) General Denver Hotel (6 mi) 81 W. Main St.,
Wilmington, OH. $95 + tax but present OGCA badge
for $20 discount. Historic Inn (937) 383-4141.
3) Hampton Inn & Suites 201 Holiday Dr.,
Wilmington. (937) 382-4400 (7 mi) $99 + tax.
4) Holiday Inn Express 155 Holiday Dr.,
Wilmington
(937) 382-5858 (7 mi) $94 + tax.
5 ) Wi l mi n g t o n I n n 909 Fife Ave.,
Wilmington, OH (937) 382-6000 (12 mi.) $60 +
tax, good thru 2014
6) Hampton Inn WCH 11484 Allen Rd., NW,
Jeffersonville. (740) 948-9499 (15 mi.) 1-71 at Exit
65. South outlet mall. $85 + tax.
7) Baymount Inn & Suites 11431 Allen Rd.
NW, Jeffersonville, OH 43128 (740) 948-2104 (15
mi). I-71 Exit 65. Outlet mall. $69 + tax.
8) NEW!! Fairfield Inn/ Marriott (15 mi) 11349
Allen Road NW, Jeffersonville, OH, 43128, I-71 Exit
65. (740) 948-9305. Mention OGCA for great rate
$85.00 plus tax.
9) Quality Inn WCH 10160 Carr Rd. NW,
Jeffersonville, OH 43128. (740) 426-6400 (19 mi.)
North outlet mall. 1-71 Exit 69.
10) Holiday Inn Express WCH (26 mi.) 101
Courthouse Parkway, Washington Court House, OH
43160. (740) 335-9310. Approximately 11 miles from
I-71 at exit 65 (US 35) (26 miles from hall.)
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The Gun Quiz (Just for Fun)
©2015 OGCA, By Bill Wiedemann

Hello Dear Members………..we have to remark that The Quiz has stumbled into some dark alleys lately……..that long and grungy Ohio
winter made for lots of meandering into the inner depths of gun trivia. Reader beware.
Here’s one that’s too weird; nearly beyond belief IF you don’t believe in co-incidence. Guilty of internet surfing again……here’s a 9
X 19 polymer mid-size frame semi-auto for sale on Gun Broker, it looks substantial, a guy in Kentucky has several of them, they were
made in Israel by IWI. Right thar on the left side of the frame are the capital letters “BARAK.” Rub your eyes; that’s the name of this
pistol! What gives? Further research tells us that the word ‘Barak” translated into English from the Hebrew means “lightning.” This
one gets the award for the most irony in all of firearm trivia!
The Barak maybe a new category of gun collecting; but we’re not sure how to classify an oxymoron! We have also come across some
other firearm obscuria……..the Korth…….the Semmerling……..but more about them later, which is longer than “a while.”
And without further drivel, ON to the QUIZ………

THE QUESTIONS
1. Who lays claim to “the world’s lightest shotgun?” Hint – it’s a pump gun.
2. The Odd Couple! Name two different semi-auto pistols that are configured with the recoil spring assembly
sitting ABOVE the barrel…?
3. What is the only feature that separates the ubiquitous S&W Model 10…and its first cousin, The Model 13?
4. We’re thinking of a European shotgun that shares the same basic name with…….a BIG nasty look-in’ dog that will chase you up a
tree! What’s that name…..dog and shotgun??
5. In 1921, Colt and Remington collaborated in the manufacturing of a special, unique firearm which they did not design; It was a contract to manufacture only. It became iconic and world famous. If you guess the name right, this question must have been too obvious.
6. What happened in October of 1965 at the annual conference of The International Chiefs of Police? It was the introduction of a firearm milestone that is common place today. What was that gun?

THE ANSWERS
1. According to Mr. Fjestad and his editors, it is the Ithaca Model 37 English Ultralight Deluxe 20 Ga. With the 26 inch barrel. It is but
4-3/4 pounds-unloaded. This model was manufactured from 1983 to 1986. Production was halted with the 1986 closing of the Ithaca,
New York factory.
2. The first was the FN-Browning Model 1900; made in .32 ACP until 1912 or so. It was JMB’s first pistol with FN-Belgium. Browning’s
idea with this pistol was to lower the bore axis in the gun, and reduce recoil. It Worked! The other member of this odd couple is the
Smith & Wesson rim fire series of pistols known as the 2213/2214 models. The 422, the 2204 and 2206 models also have this unusual
design.
3. The caliber. The Model 10 is a .38 Special, and the Model 13 is a .357 Magnum. The “K” frame Model 13 was an FBI designated
sidearm for a short time, and was their last revolver in service.
4. Shotgun and dog both hail from Rottweil, Germany. Rottweiller being the dog (Nice Puppy! Have you had lunch??), the shotguns are
just called the Rottweil. The shotguns are 12 ga. (only!) trap and skeet model O/U, and value at about $1500 plus. We would rather
have the shotgun, thank you.
5. The Tommy Gun, of course. Between March 1921 and April 1922, Colt manufactured about 15,000 of the new Thompson Model
1921 submachine guns. Remington made the walnut stocks, grips and forearms. Many of these 1921’s are still kept in police gun vaults,
regardless of their immense value on the retail market.
6. By the 1960’s, stainless steel had been used occasionally for individual revolver parts. But it was not until the 1965 introduction of
the S&W model 60 that the world’s first revolver made almost entirely of stainless steel was a reality. The first units were brightly polished; by 1966 the satin finish was done at the request of law enforcement, as “no glare” was always a preference in a hideout gun.
(Gun Quiz wishes to thank the contributions to our wanderings by Life Member Dennis Elliott in one corner of Ohio, and also, in the other
corner of Ohio, by Director and Gun Quiz fan Terrie L. Hill.)

