Next Two Meetings at the Roberts Centre

Bill Denomme with “Winslow Arms
Company; Emperor Grade” at the 2019
Display Show. Bill says he always learns something new from the people who stop by his
display. He is working on a new exhibit for 2021
and encourages all members, including new
and younger members, to take part in the upcoming Annual May Display Show. (Page 3.)

March 13 & 14 & May 8 & 9, 2021
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For those of you that do not know me, my name
is Sherman Kirkland III. I am self-employed, and
have been the owner operator of Sherman’s
Automotive for 31 years. I live in Ashtabula
County, in the small community of Windsor. I reside there with my wife of 46 years, Mari Beth,
and our precious granddaughter, Stefany. Together, Mari Beth and I were blessed with one
daughter, Jennifer, and two sons, Sherman IV,
and David. We have eight wonderful grandchildren, and our very first great grandchild on his
way, in May.
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AFFILIATED WITH THE NRA AND CMP

Our Annual Display show in May, is our premier
show. I encourage any member to participate
in this event no matter how big, or how small. A
display does not have to be large to be of interest to our members. Display show packets are
available through the OGCA office. Questions
can be directed to Committee Chair Sean McCarter.
Due to the impossibility of social distancing, no
banquet can be held in 2021, but we are planning something special for the May 2021 Display Show Awards Presentation. On the bright
side, we will have a heck of a banquet in 2022,
and, yes, Ian McCullom of www.forgottenweapons.com will be our keynote speaker! Look for
more information as we get closer to the Saturday evening, April 30, 2022 banquet.
In the near future, we will be allowing two members to share a table with Friday night privileges,
for both members. I encourage any member,
who has not had a trade table before, to partner
with another member, share the cost, and give
it a try. My hopes would be that you would come
to enjoy it.
We have also modified requirements for new

Sherman and Mari Beth Kirkland at an
OGCA event. Sherman was elected President at the November meeting and is a 42
year member.

member applicants. These changes will make it
easier for new applicants to join OGCA.
If you have an interest in becoming a Director, and are willing to give your time and effort,
please request a Director Application packet.
OGCA needs dedicated and committed Directors.
OGCA has provided its membership three excellent shows, during this very unfortunate pandemic. We have put our member’s safety first
and foremost. We did this as a TEAM. Kudos to
Past President, Fred Kolb, the OGCA Business
office, the Executive Board, the Past President
Counsel, and the OGCA Board of Directors.
This was a big undertaking, and your hard work
really paid off for our membership. This past
show in January, was quite a success. I heard
many times, how happy our members were to
be at an OGCA show, and that is due to your efforts. I strongly believe in Teamwork, and that is
what OGCA is all about. This is one of the reason why OGCA is the largest, private Gun Club
in the USA. Thank you so much OGCA team.
As your President, I will always make every effort to have an open door policy. I look forward
to serving you for the next two years.
Sherman Kirkland

Great News
Those arriving after 8:30 am
have had little to no wait at the
last 3 shows. Consider remaining in your vehicle if you arrive
before 8:30 am. With a maximum capacity of 2,240 people,
we have had plenty of room for
attendees, but we do need your
patience and cooperation on
social distancing upon entering
and for temperature taking.

Sunday, March 14 is
“Pin Day.”

More great news: With March
being our biggest show, to encourage people to attend on
Sunday we will give away collectible commemorative OGCA
pins all day on Sunday, March
14 while supplies last. At left is
just one of several unique pin designs we will have on hand. One
per person.
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Thank You in Advance for A Great, Big, Safe March 13-14 Meeting
March will be our 4th meeting under Covid safety protocols. We expect to sell out
tables and plan to have a great, big, safe
meeting. We want to thank YOU in advance for following the safety regulations
required for us to hold the show.
Look for our new large outdoor flags for the
entrance and exit. The “early morning” entrance allows for greater indoor space for
distancing the “early morning line.” Once
the rush is over the entrance will move
to the main foyer for the rest of the day.
The Exit is located at another door in the
main foyer. Attendees will be counted, and
therefore you must go “in” the entrance and
“out” the exit.
FACE COVERINGS ARE MANDATORY. If you
are unable to wear a mask, please skip the
meeting. There is no exemption to the use
of masks and they must meet CDC require-

ments. If you do not have a mask, they will
be provided for free. Face covering must
cover the nose, mouth and chin.
Guests are more than welcome during meeting hours on Saturday and Sunday. (Page
11.) Tables are still available as of this writing but do not delay. (Page 13.)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

For everyone’s safety take care to social distance in any cues.
Temperatures will be taken at the door
and you will be given a sticker.
Follow signage including one-way
east/west aisles.
Maintain 6-foot social distancing.
Do not walk the show in groups larger
than 2 so that aisle ways are not constricted.
Wash your hands! Hand sanitizing stations will be in place.
All guns must be checked and tied.

•

Follow all gun show etiquette. Never
touch a gun without asking permission.
The corridor connecting the hall, hotel
and Max & Ermas will be open.

For the safety of our staff and volunteers do
as much as you can in advance by phone
or email. For example, guest badges can
be done by mail. Likewise, if you can’t find
your paper badge insert, contact the business office today and they will mail you
your paper badge insert.
Most importantly if you are sick or live with
a loved one who is at-risk please do not attend. With the vaccine, it will not be long
before everyone can be together again.
Please visit www.ogca.com
periodically and before you leave for any
updates, changes and news.

Display Show 2021: It is not that hard to present an engaging display
It can be a daunting task to think about putting on a display for the OGCA annual display
show. It need not be. The cover photo of this
newsletter features a one-gun display that
was awarded the Judge’s Choice award in
the 2019 Display Show. The display featured
a unique firearm, along with factory literature
regarding the gun. The display enhanced the
unique features of the gun, engraving, metal
work and the stock, by incorporating a mirror and presenting the gun up off of the table.
The Display was captioned with an appropriate sign and title.
The point being, a unique firearm or group
of firearms can present a very well received
display. Sure, some members present wonderful exhaustive collections and clearly have
devoted many hours to creating their display.
We all appreciate these displays. But we all
do not have the time or the collection to support such a large display. The point is you can
still put on a great display even if you do not
have the queen’s armory and all the time in
the world.

Example of a single pistol display

The displays are scored based on
the following judging criteria:
EDUCATIONAL FACTORS:
A. TITLE: Is the title clearly visible and does it reflect the contents of the display? 5 points
B. CONTENTS: Is the display explained with supplementary text in a well-balanced manner (i.e. is it
too much to digest or just right?) 10 points
C. LABELING: Are individual items properly
and adequately identified? 5 points
D. COLLECTOR IMPORTANCE/HISTORICAL
SIGNIFICANCE. 15 points
MATERIAL OF THE DISPLAY (WEAPONS):
A. COMPLETENESS 15 points
B. CONDITION: How does condition compare to
material available? Are the items in original condition? 10 points
C. RARITY OF ITEMS DISPLAYED 15 points
D. RELATED ITEMS: 15 points

A unique single gun or small group of guns,
presented with related material, properly labeled, that is of importance, and neatly presented, can do well pursuant to these criteria.
In addition, the first-place awards are separated into 4 categories, Antique (pre-1898),
Pre-World War II (1898-1945), Post World
War II (after 1945), and military.
To obtain a display show packet, including
the rules, for May 8th & 9th, 2021, please
contact Member Services Coordinator Sandra Schwab at the Business Office (330)
467-5733 or at sschwab@ogca.com. If you
have questions regarding displaying you can
also contact Display Show Chairman Sean
McCarter via phone (614) 395-2919 and in
person at the meeting hall, table P-21; committee member Chris Rohal via phone (440)
223-2725 and in person in the OGCA Registration Room at the hall, as well as any other
member of the Display Show Committee including Rod Kirian at table I1, Tom Bowersox
at table J13 & 14, and Brad Raum at D11.

GENERAL APPEAL:
Are neatness, general appearance, relative skill
and creativity evidenced in the presentation of the
display? 10 points
Total points available 100

Example of a Single Rifle

Example of a three Rifle Display
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Supporting Youth Shooters - By Sean McCarter
In 2020, OGCA in partnership with
the Sportsmen’s Alliance Foundation
(“SAF”) launched a program to support
youth shooting and hunting activities in
Ohio.
The program provides grants to support youth hunting and shooting activities. SAF accepts money for the grants,
ranks applications and administers the
program. 100% of the monies received
are paid out to the youth programs.
The grants are OGCA/SAF Youth Fund
Grants. SAF does not charge any administrative fees for administering the
program. The program, along with other
similar programs that SAF administers
including its Trail Blazers programs and
the Weatherby grants, furthers SAF’s
mission to encourage involvement of
youth.
In addition, SAF is for federal tax purposes designated as a 501 (c)(3) not for
profit and as such is eligible to receive
the 50% donation that OGCA PAC must
make from the proceeds it receives in
the annual raffle to such an organization.
OGCA also receives donations from
members for youth shooting which are
given to SAF for this program. The contribution from OGCA PAC and individual
members to this grant program is appreciated.

Here are some highlights of the programs that were funded:
Moulton Youth Shooters Trap Team –
sponsored a member of the Junior Varsity Team who made the All Ohio Team
and represented Ohio at the Nationals.
36 youths received firearms training and
safety instruction and participated in
trap shooting.
East Clinton Astros Skeet Club –
sponsored youth teams. A July 28, 2020
newspaper article details the team’s
accomplishments in the Spring - sixth
in the state in trap and third in skeet. It
specifically notes support from OGCA.
The team was also able to compete in
fall competition.
Boy Scouts of America, Dan Beard
Council – used the grant to pay for
ammunition to support 100 youths per
week for four weeks in rifle and shotgun
shooting programs towards merit badges at the Camp Friedlander Summer
Camp. Marksmanship and safety were
part of the instruction.
Fairfield Sportsmen’s Association –
used the grant funds to purchase shotgun ammunition to support their youth
program that runs from April through
November training youths in firearms
safety and instruction on rifle and shotgun shooting. The program also produces youth shooters that participate in trap
league shooting, as well as events in .22
and air rifle shooting. 140 youths were
supported.

In addition, programs were sponsored
by Green County Fish and Game Club,
Ross County Steel Ringers, COAHC
Lead Slingers Youth Trap Team, The
North Ridgeville Shooting Sports Team,
Solon Sportsmen’s Association, and
University of Akron’s Pistol Club.
2020 and Covid 19 was challenging
for all, and the OGCA/SAF Youth Fund
Grant program was no exception. Virtually all of the entities that received grant
awards had to delay or cancel their
events. SAF worked through these obstacles with the grant recipients. Originally 16 entities were awarded grants,
virtually all of the events were initially
cancelled, many were rescheduled.
Unfortunately, five entities were unable
to go forward with the events proposed
because of Covid 19. The great news
is the other events that the OGCA/SAF
Youth Grants sponsored had 819 youth
participants involved.
Facilitating positive experiences in
shooting and hunting with youths
promotes responsible gun ownership and a positive image for firearms. Providing this positive influence is important to offset negative
stereotyping of firearms.

Ross County
Steel Ringers
event t-shirt with
OGCA
sponsor logo

Boy Scouts of America,
Dan Beard Council

East Clinton Astros
Skeet Club

Green County Fish and Game Club. OGCA
sponsor logo on team banner.

Page 5

Central Ohio Anglers
and Hunters Club,
Lead Slingers
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The North Ridgeville Shooting
Sports Team

Solon Sportsmen’s
Association

Nov. 2020 Meeting Highlights; New Options for Applying, Director Elections
He collects WWI,
WWII and European guns. Brad
got involved in
OGCA from his
dad, John Raum,
who is a 40 year
Please give a warm welcome to our new- member.
est Director, Brad Raum, who will serve
for the 2021-2023 Director term along with Brad believes in
the talented and hardworking Chuck Ben- OGCA. He enjoys
Brad Raum
ton and Thomas Bowersox.
meeting
people
and working on
Brad Raum is a 29 year member of OGCA. important OGCA objectives.
He was in healthcare management for
30 years. He switched to aquatics three He said he has learned from other memyears ago specializing in lakes and ponds. bers and wants to give back to his fellow
He is currently VP of Business Develop- members by serving as Director.
For more information click on the ment, running five branch operations.
“Join” tab at www.ogca.com.

As announced in the last mailing, the Constitution changes were approved by members at the Nov. meeting. This means that
you can sponsor a friend that has a CCW
or FFL/C&R without their needing a second sponsor. Per usual, the application
must be returned in person with one sponsor present. Another approved change
is that Former Members who left in good
standing have the option to rejoin/reapply
for membership without sponsorship by
coming as a guest of OGCA, applying in
person and paying membership dues for
the next three years. This addresses a recurring issue in which a former member’s
OGCA friends are unable to be physically
present to sponsor.

The following officers were unanimously
elected by the Board in Nov.: Sherman
Kirkland III, President; Terrie Hill, First Vice
President; Sean A. McCarter, Second Vice
President; and Anita Rieger, Treasurer.
Fred Kolb assumed the role of Secretary.

Justice Sharon Kennedy was greeted CALLING ALL FIREARMS AUTHORS!
by Terrie Hill and Tim Inwood at the
Do you have a firearm related book you have written
November meeting where many memand would like to promote?
bers congratulated her on her recent Participate in the Authors Corner and Book Signing
re-election to the Ohio Supreme Court.
May 8-9, 2021 during the Display Show!

Terrie Hill, OSC Justice Kennedy and Tim Inwood

Over the years she has provided several educational displays at OGCA including a display on the subject of the
Separation of Power in the branches of
U.S. government.

Contact Sandra Schwab
at 330-467-5733 or email
sschwab@ogca.com
for more details.
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Congratulations 50+ Year OGCA Members
Thomas Cooley 50 Year Member

My name is Thomas Cooley. I have
served in all 3 Marine Divisions all around
the world. Which includes Ammo Tech,
Range Coach and Black Belt Karate Instructor. Life member, VFW and American
Legion, Commander of the funeral Detail,
I do 60-100 per year in our country. Retired industrial electrician from Cummins

Engine Company for 40 years. Married 50 years to the same wife (Darlene), 1 son (Colton) a member, and
1 daughter (Corrine), 5 grand kids, 1
great grandson. I was inspired to be a
Benefactor member of the NRA. The
National Muzzle loading Rifle Association at Friendship IN, becomes my second home twice a year! Doc Johnson,
Cecil Brooks, Joe Kolb, Red Farris and
other friends recommended the OGCA to
see and believe! I went in 1963 or 1964,
become a $100 life member! Best investment I ever made! Had tables, learned,
traded and upgraded my man cave. Collected Indiana muzzle loaders, Remington

Charley is retired from Ford Motor Company. He served in the U.S. Army and
is a distinguished Vietnam War combat
veteran. He earned Distinguished Rifle-

Keep up the good work! Keep your Powder Dry!
Thomas Cooley Life Member #2233

him covering the floor, extending a helping hand where needed to members requiring assistance. Charley has had an
interest in gun collecting since age 16.
His current collecting Interests include
Winchester, Remington, Colt, Browning,
all double guns, Smith and Wesson and
National Match guns.

Charles Rush, 5 Decades!
It’s been said that Charley Rush can tell
the make and model of a shotgun or rifle
from across the hall. He is proud to be
a Life Member and Member since 1971,
but it is OGCA who is lucky to have him
all these years. He became a director in
2008 serving on numerous committees
and working his way through the chairs
and serving as President 2017-2018.

sheath Knives, Indian artifacts, my favorite pieces are an English Officer takedown
Flint musket by John Harvey ESQ, with a
beautiful lock marked COOLEY. It was
used in the revolutionary War. The other
piece is Dr. Karl Spyridon’s Tom White flint
rifle with Pouch and Powder Horns. The
love of good quality stuff, closed show,
good friends who most have (passed), for
56 years each show is just like Christmas
morning for me.

man, and carries High Master classification. He has given much time and talent
to coaching and supporting high-power
rifle junior shooters.
Charley is a problem solver. If there is
a gridlock, Charley is the one jumping
out and directing traffic. You can spot

He is also a member of The Pennsylvania Gun Collectors Association, Dallas
Arms Collectors Association, Life member of NRA, member of Ohio Rifle and
Pistol Association (ORPA), SCSA and
NOSA.

Congratulations William Sheward
My earliest memories of OGCA are
from when I was still a student at The
Ohio State University in the late 1960’s
when a friend invited me to attend a
meeting at the Vets Memorial building.
Coming from a Southern Ohio hunting
family, the only firearm I owned was a
Stevens 20-gauge double gifted to me
for my 12th Christmas. After a career of
chasing rabbits and grouse, I moved to
Columbus to become a student at OSU.
In 1967 a friend invited me to attend an
OGCA meeting explaining what I might
see. As we entered the building I was
amazed at the table after table of firearms and accessories available to my
unfortunately thin wallet. I was amazed
as I watched a gentleman in tweed sport
coat lay down ten $100 bills and drop
a pistol into his coat pocket in the line
ahead. Curious, I asked the tableholder

what the valuable item was, he courteously stated “well young man, that was
an American Eagle Luger.” I had no
clue what he was talking about, and
since this was pre-internet it took me a
while to discover how ignorant I was, but
I was hooked and joined OGCA. Later,
my wife purchased a Life Membership
for a birthday present. Over the years,
many changes have occurred in the
firearms industry, OGCA, and my life.
I lived through the OGCA move away
from Columbus because of anti-firearm
sentiment. As I completed a 30-year career in public education, an eight-year
stint as City Safety/Service Director and
helping two daughters complete their
college education, my ability to collect
has improved. I am interested in a wide
variety of firearms, especially S&W and
Colt double action revolvers. I am also

William Sheward receives his Gold
Badge at the January meeting from
President Sherm Kirkland.

an active competitor in Trap Shooting,
which has spawned a new collecting
interest. I own and am researching a
Young Repeating Arms trap gun built
in 1903 designed and built by Charles
”Sparrow” Young, a prominent Ohio
shooter. I hope to develop a display to
be presented at a future OSTA (Ohio
State Trapshooters) display show.
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Director Nominations Open in March
Pick up Information From Terrie Hill
Attention all Members: We are actively
looking for hard working, dedicated members who are willing to roll up their sleeves
and take on a leadership role on behalf of
OGCA.
You must be an Ohio resident and a member for at least five years. Nominations

open at the March meeting and close at
the end of the May meeting. Interviews
will be conducted in July. The Annual Election will be in November. All interested
candidates may contact First Vice
President, Terrie Hill at (740) 504-3530
or see him at tables T 7-10 (orange flag)
for the required paperwork.

Don Darmos, 59 Year Member and
“Tunnels of WWI” Expert Will Be Remembered
Donald ”Don" J. Darmos, age 83 was a member of OGCA almost 60
years. Don was a longtime
resident of NE Ohio, and
passed away November
20, 2020. He attended Lorain High School and enlisted in the U.S. Army, serving
in the 11th Airborne Division.
During the 1960s and 1970s Don was a deputy for the Lorain County Sheriff Department.
He went on to become a member of the Amherst Police Department. While working on the

police force, Don organized and implemented
the Lorain County Bomb Squad through the
Sheriff Department. His other memberships
include: American Legion Post 118, Amherst
Sportsman Club, Lorain Rifle & Pistol Club,
Grays Armory, and the UK Based WW1 Tunnel Exploration Organization.
Don was a friend of many at OGCA and was
known for his WWI Tunnel excavation and exploration work under the front lines in Europe.
Don gave several presentations on this dangerous but important work to the delight of his
fellow members and history buffs. Don leaves
behind a son and wife of 50 years.
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If you are a member of
ROCS and want to participate, look for your table
application and more
information in an
upcoming ROCS Digest
Attention Members renting tables:
We work very hard to process
your table applications and assign your location. If you need to
cancel your table, please do so
earliest as possible so that the office may have the time to fill those
vacancies.

In Memory of Frank Kern
Frank
Kern
OGCA Director Emeritus,
Life Member
and Member
for 40 years
peacefully
passed away
November
Frank Kern
26, 2020 surDirector Emeritus
rounded by his
wife, Mary Jo, and immediate family.
Frank served his country as a U.S. Army
Captain and Artillery Battery Commander. He achieved his BS and MBA through
Xavier University. Later, he attained a career in outside sales from which he retired.
He managed a sales force that covered 2
states.

Frank served as director for many successful years. He was bestowed the title, Director Emeritus in late 2015. He was elected
in 1992 and served until 1997, returning
for duty 2006 to 2015. Frank was a Trustee
of the OGCA Civil Rights Defense Fund, a
co-chair of the 2013 OGCA Display Show
and served on the Screening and Enforcement, and Veterans Affairs Committees.
Outside of OGCA, Frank was a former Financial Secretary for the Southern Ohio
Dog & Game Protective Association and a

His collecting interests were Browning HiPowers, Colt SAA’s, Winchester military
shotguns and pre-64 Model 70’s. He also
liked modern U.S. military firearms
John Eckert, Frank Kern, Cecil Parker, and
the late John Chorpenning at the 2009
and fighting knives.
Member Recognition Banquet

past ORPA Trustee. He was also a State of
Ohio Hunter Safety Instructor. Frank was a
NRA Benefactor Life Member and Member
for 60 years. He also belonged to the American Legion for the last 40 plus years, and
was a member of the Miami Rifle and Pistol
Club.
Thank you, Frank, for your service to your
country and to OGCA. Your friendship will
be missed by many who had the honor to
know you.

Frank and his wife, Mary Jo
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Summer & Fall 2021 Newsletter
Classified Ad Form
Classified Ads are FREE and for Members-only, first
come, first served. Space is limited. You may submit
more than one ad at a time but we will limit the number
of ads per member per newsletter based on space. Your
ad will run in two consecutive newsletters unless you
notify the business office to cease running in between
issues. Submit ad with this form or email no later than
March 8th for the Summer Newsletter.
Members must comply with applicable laws and regula-

tions regarding the purchase, sale or trade of any item
when using the Classified section. By placing a classified
ad, you are certifying you are a current OGCA member
and you have a legal right to buy/own and/or sell/trade
the item. All transactions pursuant to the Classified Ads
are private party transactions and in no way involve the
OGCA. The OGCA is not responsible for any aspect of
the transaction and will not accept any responsibility relating to the transaction.

Name______________________________ Member #________________ Ph(_____)___________-_____________

Write the Ad exactly as you would like it to appear (include your contact information so the member can reach you). Max of 40
words. Abbreviate when possible: ______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please print clearly. You may attach another piece of paper.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _

If you received this (Spring 2021)
newsletter via mail, your dues are
paid. Thank you!

1-year dues: $45
1-year $35 (Covid -19 Relief for
member paid till 2020 (Offer ends
March 31, 2021)
1-year Active Duty Military: Free
3-year dues: $110 (saves $25)
5-year dues: $165 (saves $60)
Life Membership: $700
Senior Life (Age 65 and older):
$400

Please remind friends and those
you’ve sponsored to check their
current badge. If it reads “2020”
their membership is expired as
of December 31, 2020. They may
mail a check to the Business Office,
pay online at www.ogca.com by selecting the “Pay Dues Here” link, or
call (330) 467-5733 to pay over the
phone with Visa, Mastercard or DisChecks Mail to: OGCA
cover. Dues must be current to retain
P.O. Box 670406
Sagamore Hills, OH 44067
membership, receive the newsletter
and have entry into the meeting hall.
(Allow 3-6 weeks processing.)
Those not paid by March 31st must
pay a minimum of 3 years dues in or- Address Changes: If you are movder to be reinstated.
ing or have recently moved, be sure

to contact the business office via
phone, email or letter to let us know
of your new address so that you continue to receive your newsletter.
To be added to our Email list, simply send us an email at ogca@ogca.
com.
Thank you for keeping your membership current. We need and appreciate your support!
Meeting Stats
Nov.
Tables 481, Guests 228
Applicants 88
Jan.
Tables 490, Guests 423
Applicants 160
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OGCA PAC Update
The OGCA Political Action Committee
wants to thank Tony Zinsmayer for all his
time and talent over the last three years as
Chairman. Tony’s term as Director ended
in November and he is in the process of
turning the Chairmanship over to Director,
Marty Capito.
Despite some challenges this past year,
PAC managed to donate almost $19,000
to more than 2 dozen pro-freedom candidates and justices. In addition, to comply

with state gaming law, 50% of the raffle
proceeds went to the best charitable cause
for the longterm future of gun collecting,
Youth Shooting. (Page 4.) Marty Capito
looks forward to the challenge of serving
as PAC Chairman and welcomes your
ideas and gracious donations for the 2021
PAC raffle. To donate new or collectible
firearms, knives and militaria, see Marty at
row U or V at the March meeting (look for
the orange flag) or call Laura at the Business Office for more info (330) 467-5733.
Joe Pittenger and Darla Noble
pull a ticket from the drum Sunday
of the November meeting.

David Rachwal was all smiles at the November meeting having won the first prize of the
2020 raffle, a beautiful M1 Garand. It could not
have gone to a better person. David is a 45
year member and regular tableholder who can
be found along with his wife, Donna, at every
meeting at row L or M 2-4. He is a past Display Show Judge whose firearm knowledge is
widely respected.
Congratulations to everyone kind and gracious enough to participate. As announced
the winners included: Larry Jessup (Walther
P-38), Richard Pavlov (Winchester 70), Bernie
Naegale (Colt Mustang) Thomas Beiting (Double Tapp 9mm pistol) and Chuck Richter (Colt
Knife). The USA hat autographed by President
Trump went to Stephen Ewry.

OGCA Membership Badges
Annual membership badges consist of a
ridged plastic badge holder with a clear
window through which your paper badge
insert shows. Your Wallet card does not
substitute for a badge. Badges must be
on your body, above the waist and visible
- not on satchels.
The badge holders are a) Blue/Probationary, b) White with blue lettering/Regular

member (over one year), and c) White
with red lettering/family (spouse, minor
child/grandchild), Silver (25 to 49 year
member) and Gold (50+ years).
If you do not have the correct hard plastic
badge holder please see Member Services Desk at any meeting to exchange
or replace ($5 fee). Plastic badge holders
cannot be mailed! If you need your cur-

< CORRECT

INCORRECT >

A

C

B

rent paper badge insert replaced, call the
business office and it can be mailed at no
charge or stop by Member Services Desk
for a reprint. Thank you for your attention
to this matter.
Below are examples of correct and incorrect badges.

Passages

Hotels

A member almost 40 years, James Battenhouse, 88, passed away in November. Jim always loved cars/auto repair.
He taught electrical systems on tanks at
Fort Knox while in the Army. Prior to owning his own business, he worked at his
father’s business “Custom Hard Chrome
Platers” in Cleveland. He was also a State
Farms Claims Agent. Jim started his own
business, “Battenhouse Auto Repair” on
Lorain Road in Fairview Park which he

owned for 36-years. He
was an avid collector of
books, flashlights, guns,
etc. He traveled extensively with his wife and
brothers throughout his
life. Our thoughts and
prays go out to his friends
and family including his
wife of 60 years, children
and grandchildren.

Gene Goodwin, 82,
of Urbana went to
be with the Lord on
Nov 18. This 45 year
member graduated
from
Spencerville
High School, and
The Ohio State University with a degree in Agricultural Public Relations. Gene played football at
OSU under coach Woody Hayes. During
college he completed four years of Air
Force Reserve Officers Training where
he received his pilot's training, achieving
the rank of Cadet Colonel and serving
as the Wing Commander. Gene went to
work for Central Soya, managing the advertising department of the feed division.
After several years he left to start his own
consulting business. He was retained by
the Ohio Association of Meat Packers as
their lobbyist. In addition Gene worked
for the Ohio Exposition Commission as
the Assistant Mgr. of the Ohio State Fair
in charge of Public Relations. In the mid
60's Gene went to work with Josten's.
Gene and his wife of 54 years, Shirley,
ran this business together. Then, in the
early 80's they formed their own company called Winners' Edge and sold school

related products. They later formed
Winner’s Edge Marine which was managed by their son, Doug, and distributed
boats and trailers. In 2001, Gene and
Shirley sold their business and began
enjoying retirement. Gene was active in
many local, state and national organizations. He was a 32 degree mason, a
member of the St. Paris Lions Club, the
St. Paris United Methodist Church and
past member of the Tipp City Board of
Education. He was also a member of the
U.S. Sportsman's Alliance, NRA, Clark
County Sportsman Club, Ducks Unlimited, National Wild Turkey Federation,
Quail Unlimited, Pheasants Forever and
Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association.
Gene always loved the outdoors and
was in conservation work for over 50
years. A shooting enthusiast, he helped
form the Ohio Sporting Clays Association, and was inducted into the Sporting
Clays Hall of Fame in 2005. Gene and
Shirley have 3 children and four grandchildren. Their farm is dedicated to conservation and wildlife. One of his favorite
sayings was, “We did not inherit this land
from our forefathers, we are merely borrowing it from or children...Let’s leave it better
than we found it.

Gary E. Thomas of Jackson Township, Ohio, passed away
Thursday, September 24, 2020 after a sudden battle with cancer. Gary was born in Johnstown, Pennsylvania on April 14,
1953. He graduated from Kent State University with a Bachelor of Science Degree in 1975, and went on to a successful
40 year career in Banking. Gary loved traveling with his wife
Jean, and attending gun shows almost every weekend with his
best friend Bob Kurtz. Gary fell in love with the OGCA when
he attended his first meeting at the IX Center in Cleveland. He
was liked by all for his gregarious personality and sharp wit.
He acquired many of his most treasured firearms at OGCA
meetings. Gary’s collecting interests were primarily those
WWII and Vietnam weapons that possessed bring back / capture papers and the military memorabilia from those eras. He
had a phenomenal home based museum where these items
were professionally displayed. In addition to the OGCA, Gary
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NOTE: Ask for confirmation of
room rate at the time you make
your reservation. Prices are
subject to change with high tourism.
Book early due to other events in the area and
the shortage of hotels in close vicinity to the
Roberts Centre.

1) Headquarters Hotel: Holiday Inn at
Roberts Centre 123 Gano Road., Wilmington, OH
45177 (937) 283-3200 or (800) 654-7036 Check in 3
PM. 24-hour cancellation (greater notice will help your
PM
fellow member.) Two-night minimum. For RV parking,
hook up and cost call (937) 283-3200.
2) General Denver Hotel (6 mi) 81 W. Main St.,
Wilmington, OH. Present OGCA badge for $20 discount
off per room per night. Mention OGCA when making
reservations. Historic Inn (937) 383-4141.
3) Hampton Inn & Suites 201 Holiday Dr.,
Wilmington. (937) 382-4400 (7 mi) Ask for the OGCA
10% discount when making reservations. Rates can
fluctuate with peak seasons.
4) Holiday Inn Express 155 Holiday Dr.,
Wilmington (937) 382-5858 (7 mi) Ask for the OGCA
10% discount when making reservations.
5) Wilmington Inn 909 Fife Ave., Wilmington, OH
(937) 382-6000 (7 mi.). Ask for OGCA rate .
6) Hampton Inn WCH 11484 Allen Rd., NW,
Jeffrsonville. (740) 948-9499 (15 mi.) 1-71 at Exit 65.
Outlet mall. Ask for the OGCA 10% discount when
making reservations. Rates can fluctuate with peak
seasons.
7) Baymount Inn & Suites 11431 Allen Rd. NW,
Jeffersonville, OH 43128 (740) 948-2104 (15 mi). I-71
Exit 65. Outlet mall. $79 + tax.
8) Fairfield Inn/ Marriott (15 mi) 11349 Allen
Road NW, Jeffersonville, OH, 43128, I-71 Exit 65. (740)
948-9305. Ask for the OGCA 10% discount off going
rates (which fluctuate) when making reservations.
9) Quality Inn WCH 10160 Carr Rd. NW,
Jeffersonville, OH 43128. (740) 426-6400 (19 mi.)
(Buckeye RV). 1-71 Exit 69.
10) Holiday Inn Express WCH (26 mi.) 101
Courthouse Pky, Washington Court House, OH 43160.
(740) 335-9310. I-71 at exit 65 (US 35)
11) Country Hearth Inn & Suites WCH 1810
Victoria Street, Washington Court House, OH 43160,
www.redlion.com/washington-court-house (740) 3334478. $74.99 + tax (27 mi.)
12) Holiday Inn Express & Suites - Mason
(31 mi. Only 30 min.) 5100 Natorp Blvd., Mason, OH
45040 (513) 387-6000. Ask for OGCA rate. $99 King/
$104 Queen Double except during peak season). Close
to many restaurants.

was a member of the
NRA, Michigan Antiques Arms Collectors, Ohio Valley Military Society, Tri-State Gun Collectors, Maumee Valley Gun
Collectors and Stark Co. Gun Collectors. Gary was a member
of St. Jacobs Lutheran Church of Jackson Township. Gary
and Jean also owned a successful quilt
shop in Berlin, Ohio for 9 years. He
loved his family, friends, baseball and
football. Gary was a wonderful man,
an amazing Husband, Father, Papa,
Brother and Friend. Gary is survived
by his wife Jean, daughter, Megan,
grandchildren Emma, Annabelle and
Logan, and brother Bruce of Canton.

Guts, Glory and Gunsmoke - New Book by 50 Year Member Jerry Pitstick
You will be
amazed
by
the
twenty
entertaining,
exciting, true,
and unique
stories about
the lives and
times of the
original owners of the fine
antique pistols from my
personal collection. It is
difficult to find
an antique pistol whose owner is known,
but when you do, there is often an interesting story attached to the pistol and the
owner. Once the owner is identified, you
must research many sources to unearth
the details, which can take several months.
I have frequently visited the hometowns of
pistol owners to discover local historical
societies, libraries, and citizens that often
have information on the individual. It usually takes about a year to locate a suitable
pistol, perform the research, locate photographs, write a story, and get it published.
This book represents more than twenty
years of my writings. In addition, there are
36 color photos and about 14 black and
white photos between the hard bound 224
pages.

Meeting Dates

Following is a summary of the twenty true
accounts: There are thirteen Civil War stories including four Confederate accounts.
One about Louis Riel, Canadian revolutionary and the Colt model 1878 frontier
revolver. Mule Skinner, George App and
his Remington revolver in the Western Indian wars. An early California sheriff, John
Bence VanHagen and his inscribed Colt
1849 pocket pistol. An engraved and inscribed Smith & Wesson leads to a sinister plot against John Baird, builder of New
York City’s elevated railroads. The
guns of Caldwell, Kansas including the Remington derrin-

ger pistols and his rise to Secretary of War
under Jefferson Davis. Diplomat, William E.
Bainbridge and his wife, Mary, endure the
terror of the Boxer Rebellion in China. And
finally, the salacious story of American Dueling pistols belonging to Reverend Albert
Barnes made by Prosper Vallee of Philadelphia.
I have been a lifelong gun collector interested in antique pistols, sport shooting,
and hunting, as well as history in general. I
joined the Ohio Gun Collectors Association
in 1959 and have long been a member of
the Colt Collectors Association, The Remington Society of America, and the Smith
& Wesson Collectors Association. Over the
years I enjoyed exhibiting my gun collections in competition at display shows and
have won several important awards. Researching and writing the history of identified Civil War and Win-the-West pistols and
revolvers has been my main interest since
1998.
“Guns that Talk – History in your Hand” was
the title of my display at the Ohio Gun Collectors Association in May 1999, which won
first place and a $3000 award. In October
1999, I competed at Louisville, Kentucky
where Ron Dickson’s National Gun DayThe Great Eastern Display Expo was held.
Again, I was honored to win second place
against tough competitors. Over the last
decade, I have participated in over ten display shows with considerable success and
numerous awards.
Another interesting experience occurred in
2001 when Charles Worman, Consultant
to the Hubbard Museum, asked to borrow
eight of my guns for a six-month exhibit at
the Hubbard Museum of the American West
in New Mexico. This renowned museum
put on an extravaganza of the westward
migration that included over 500 important
guns organized by the time periods from
1803 to 1900. Tens of thousands turned out
to see this important exposition from May
24, 2001 to November 24, 2001. After this

I was invited to Massachusetts, and one at
Camp Dennison in Cincinnati, Ohio
I enjoy writing articles for gun and Civil War
magazines, because the readers are eager to read interesting and informative accounts of their fellow collectors’ experiences and findings. To date I have had articles
published in Man at Arms Magazine, Blue
and Grey Magazine, The Gun Report, The
Smith & Wesson Journal, Civil War Historian, North South Traders Civil War, The
Remington Society of America Magazine
and The Rampant Colt Journal.
The 21st Century can be described as the
age of ancestry, with people across the
country researching family trees to discover early settlers, or even tracing their
roots to communities across the globe. The
same “spark of discovery” exists for historic
firearm collectors who have a passion for
researching the history of their guns and
their lives of their original owners.
What sparked my interest in antique pistols goes back to my childhood. Every 4th
of July, all my cousins and I got a new cap
gun. After a number of years, we all had
impressive cap gun collections and would
play Cowboys and Indians in the woods
next to my home.
Then when I was 12 years old, my Uncle
Moe gave me a real double barreled percussion antique pistol, worth about $15
in 1953. This event was so exciting, I began reading gun books and attending gun
shows in Chillicothe and Columbus, Ohio.
The stage was set for my lifetime hobby
which I have enjoyed to the fullest. Luckily, my wife, Sharon shared my interest and
with out her this book could not have been
written!
The book retails for $24.95 and can be purchased through www.acclaimpress.com. I
will also be in the Authors Corner this May
8-9 during the display show for autographed
copies. If you have questions or comments,
my email address is jwpitstick@gmail.com

Meeting Hours

2021

2022

Saturday 8:30 am - 5 pm
Sunday 8:30 am - 2 pm

March 13-14, 2021
May 8-9, 2021

Jan. 8-9, 2022
March 12-13, 2022
April 30 - May 1, 2022

Meeting Hall

July 17-18, 2021 (ROCS)
Sept. 11-12, 2021 (WACA)
Nov. 20-21, 2021

The Roberts Centre

123 Gano Road, Wilmington, OH
45177 (800) 654-7038. I-71 at Exit 50
(U.S. 68). North of and visible from
I-71. Directions www.ogca.com

(Annual Display Show)

(Annual Meeting/Director Election)

(Annual Display Show and Banquet)
July 16-17 2022
Sept. 10-11, 2022
Nov. 19-20, 2022

(Annual Meeting/Director Election)
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